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Chriſtian Keader, 

R A Y do not be 
very inquiſitive to 
know who were 

the Authors of this 'Trea- 
riſe; for whoever they 
are , allure thy ſelf, that 
they delignd it for thy 
good. 

_ God, who knows all 

things, and penetrates the 

corners of thoſe hearts 
which he has made, can 
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witneſs, tnat tis not in- 
troduced into the world 
for the fake of Gain , 
Fame, a Scribling hu- 
mour , or any ſuch mean 
Ends. 

No, nor yet meerly 
with the Plea of a good 
intention , or of gra- 
tifying the requeſt of 
Friends; which reafons 
alone (tho by too many 
reckoned very weighty 
ones) would never have 
prevailed with us, as ſut- 
ficient motives to publyh 
it. | 
In 
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In ſhort, Reader, not 
to detain thee too long in 
ſuſpence ) nothing leſs 
than the Excellency of 
the Subject handled here- 
in, and its bcing tor fo 
many years neglected by 
abler hands , torc'd us to 
write this Book. For alas ! 
what a ſtrange and ſhame- 
ful thing is it for a Man 
to reflect, how beneficial 
theſe Religious Socictics 
have proved to our King- 
dom, by having in ſo 
orcat a meaſure propaga- 
ted Picty, and very wor- 
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thy Examples of Chriſti- 
an practice amongtt us 3 
and yet that ſo many in- 
genious and _ Wri. 
ters ( who have buſied 
their brains about Hes, 
or at leaſt fuch Subjcets 
which have been better 
managed betore) have not 
in the leaſt imployed 
their Pens about kcligi, 
ous Societics !? 

This ſeems to us very 
plainly to diſcover, that 
Men now-a-days arc ve- 
ry much inflaved to a 
Dogmatical Curiolity ; 


who 


To the Reader. 


who canſo prodigally lay 
out their Talents on Con- 
croverſial and Specula- 
tive points (which tear 
the Church in pieces, and 
have made Nien rather 
prove ygersand Wolves 
to one another , tnan be. 
havethemſelves like Soci- 
able Creatures) but will 
not fo mucn as beltow a 
Line, for the ecncourage- 
ment of tnol; Socictics, 
which fo highly pi omote 
the practice of Religion, 
which is molt neccilary. 
Now therefore lince 
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the caſe is ſo, we hope 
this gift of ours will not 
be deſpiſed, ſince like the 
Widows mite, 'twill find 
a kind regard in his eyes, 
who has not demanded a 
larger Tribute from his 
Creatures, than what they 
are able'to offer : which 
we had in modeſty with- 
held, had any one cle 
rook the work into their 
hands. 

It is not by any means 
fitting, that ſuch hopeful 
Scminaries of Religion 
ſhould be concealed ! any 


longer, 
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longer, and be deprived 
of what Encouragement 
they may obtain by the 
World's having received a 
right Information of their 
Nature and 'Tendency ; 
and the Members thereof 
being directed and anima- 
ted toregulateProccedings 
in their Aſſemblies, and 
walk worthy ofwhat they 
profeſs. 


This is the main {cope 
of this Pratical Treatiſe, 
which we have written in 
as plain a fiyle and me- 
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thod as we could, for the 
lake of all Chriſtians. 

For which reaſon, let 
no one complain, becauſe 
tis not beautified with e- 
legant Expreſſions, &c. 
lince if they can act the 
Critick's Part , tis their 
proper Bafineſs to blame 
their own Idlenels, for not 
medling with it themſelves, 
and acknowledge themſelves 
to be the more indebted 
to theſe Labours of mea- 
ner Abilities, which are 
the Fruits of fome By-mi- 
nutes, ftolen from our 

other 
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other neceflary Studies. 

To conclude, if our 
earneſt Wiſhes, and a. ge- 
nerous Hope of reſtoring 
primitive Exemplarineſs 
and Peace to the Sons of 
the Church of England, can 
procure a Bleſling from a- 
bove upon our Attempt, 
and candid Acceptance of 
it from our Brethren, we 
have juſt reaſon to expect 
IC, 

So importunately be. 
ſpeaking thy Prayers to 
God, both for thy own, and 
our Conſcientious Improve- 

ment 
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ment of what is herein pre- 
ſented to thy peruſal, con- 
ccrning Chriſtian Corverſati. 
on (tor this will abundant- 
ly recompence the Pains 
which we have taken to 
produce this Teſtimony 
of our Gratitude ro GOD, 
and Good-will tothee and 
all Men ) Courteous Chrifti- 


an, we bid thee 
Farewel. 
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N Eſſay concerning Flumane Untder- 
A Standing , with large Additions. 
By Mr. John Lock. 


Newly reprinted in Fo/o. 
A Colleftion of Caſes and other Di- 


ſeourſes, lately written, to recover 
Diſſenters to the Communion of the 
Church of England. By ſome Divines 
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veral Authors cited or examined. 
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PRACTICAL DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


Chriſtian Converſation, 


CHAP. I. 


Proved from Nature, that Man 
is a Soctable Creature. 


M O NG the ſeveral Truths, 
which we may learn from 
the Order of Nature, this 
1s one very worthy to be 
thought of, That Man is by Nature a 
Sociable Creature. 

N OW we cannot doubt of this, if 
we conlider him, firſt, meerly as a 
Creature z he muſt be naturally incli- 
ned to be ſociable, becaule every Crea- 
ture is ſo. All living Creatures are 
B moy'd 
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mov'd by a common Inſtina, to covet 
a neighbourhood with Fellows of their 
own Kind. Bees and Ants ſeem to 
form themſelves into Communities ; 
for they ſwarm, and toyl, and dwell 
together ; the Birds delight ro flock 
and chirp together in their proper 
Element. 

AND therefore we find the Jewiſh 
Law-giver, in his Account of the 
Creation of the Univerſe, (Gezx. 1.) re- 
preſenting God to take great Compla- 
cency in his Works, when all ſorts of 
Creatures were ranged together in 
their diſtin places, when the Waters 
of the Sea were gathered together into 
one place, and likewiſe the Beaſts of 
the Earth after their kind, and the 
Cattel, and every creeping thing after 
their kind : So thatafter, by this means, 
they abundantly increaſed and multi- 
plied ; thew God ſaw every thing that 
he had made, and behold *twas wery 
good ; neither did he leave Man with- 
out a Compenion ; for it is mot good 
that Man ſhould be alone. His nature was 
no more adaptcd for Solitude than the 


reſt 


_ | 
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reſt of the Creatures, and therefor®© 
God found out a Help meet for him» 
whereby he might be capacitated to 
ſtock the Earth with more rational 
Inhabitants, and propagate his own 
Kind: Moreover, that this might be 
continued 1n the Infancy of the World, 
God allowed Mankind a larger number 
of Years and a longer Extent of Life 

here below. | 
AND when in proceſs of Time 
Men encreaſed upon the Earth, they 
preſently began to found Cities, enact 
Laws, and ſettle Governments, that 
they might unite themlelves into S0o- 
cicties ; which plainly ſhews that Man 
hath an Inſtin&t to Sociableneſs im- 
planted in him by Nature. A. folitary 
Life is very uneaſy to him or any o- 
ther Creature, and what none ever 
choſe to lead, unleſs they were wholly 
debarred of thole whoſe Society Simil}- 
tude of Nature prompts them to 

cover. | | 
NEITHER need we wonder, 
that Nature hath not. ventured to truſt 
Man here by himſelf, ſigce the An- 
B 2 gels 
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gels above augment their Happineſs 
by the mutual Kepalts of one anothers 
Society ; even thole bleſſed Spirits joyn 
together in numerous Bodies, worſhip 
God, and war againl(t Hell in Myriads. 
In ſhort. God alone, the Creator and 
Governour of all things, is able ro com- 
municate ſufficient Satisfaction to him- 
ſelf out of his own inexhauſtible Trea- 
{ures of infinite Pertetion, God only 
admits of no Equal + for there is bur 
one God, and who can compare with 
this Lord ? but all other Beings arc 
created and fitted to enjoy one another. 
BUT though all Creatures are 
{purred on by an innate Propenfity to 
Sociablencſs, yet Nature who hath in- 
clined the Birds of the Air, and the 
Beaſts of the Field, with the Filhes of 
the Sea to be congregable. hath more 
peculiarly framed Man fit to converſe 
with his Fellow-Creatures ; the ereCt- 
neſs of his Body, the lively Lineaments 
of his Countenance, the uneaſineſs of 
his impriſoned 1houghts, and his Fa- 
culty of Speech, are plain Indications of 
his naturai Sociableneſs ; they are all 
very 
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very genuine Poſtures, and Whet- 
ſtones of Society. For, to inſiſt more 
particularly on the laſt, the Tongue 
being in Man (who 1s a rational Crea- 
ture) not only an Inſtrument of taſt 
ing, but alſo of ſpeaking, proves Man 
to be a more ſociable Creature by Na- 
ture than any of the reſt; for if it 
were otherwiſe ſhe would not have 
made him more capable of being fo than 
any of them. 

W HEREFORE, if we ſhould 
imagine that Man was deſigned by Na- 
ture to live like the Scholars of Pytha- 
20ras, 1n continual Silence and Lone- 
ſomeneſs, we ſhould charge her with 
a great Ablurdity, as if ſhe had given 
us an inſtrument which ſhe hath not al- 
lowed us to make a free and perfect 
Uſe of ; but we muſt ſuppoſe ſo, if we 
think that Nature did not intend Man 
to be ſociable; for of what Uſe can our 
Faculty of Specch be ina Wilderneſs ? 

BUT 'tis Needleſs to malttply 
Words; for we may obſerve with 
the Apoſtle S. Zames that the Fong ue FL 
s little member, bat it boaſt+th preat 

B 7 things. 
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tbings. OurTongue is ſo far from being 
uſeleſs, that we have good Reaſon to 
judge it one of the moſt uſeful Parts of 
man's Body. Speech 1s the privilege 
which we have common with Angels, 
and which the brute beaſts mimick 
with their inarticulate Sounds. 
WHENCE we may plainly ſee, 
that Nature has ſown in them a fierce 
Longing and Deſire to communicate 
their Joys and Griels; for this 1s the 
chiet Province of an humane Tongue, 
to interpret the <Sentiments of our 
Minds, to expound the ambiguous 
Caule of our Tears, to heighten our 
foys by expreſſing them to others, 
and to ipill the Griefs of our laden 
Hearts.to render our Preſence more 0- 
pen and pleaſant to each other, and to 
exchange our Thoughts with eale and 
readineſs. But moreover, the Tongue 
15 the nimbleſt Member of our whole 
Body ; the Difficulty of maſtering, it 
when it is the Meftenger of our difor- 
derly Paſfons, ſufficiently proves this. 
Whence we may gather, that Speaking 
is the moſt delicious Entertainment of 
Fd Our 
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our nature, becauſe {he hurries us on, 
and betrays us to excels in the exerciſe 
of it, and therefore we may conclude, 
that ſhe whets our appetite to So- 
ciety. 

And perhaps, this may be one of 
the reaſons for which we ſhall reaſſume 
our Bodies in a more glorious and re- 
hn'd Conſtitution , that ſince Soctable- 
neſs is ſo plealant, we may delight one 
another with the preſents of Hallowed 
and Divine Tongues, and ſo improve 
this natural capacity of Sociableneſs to 
the nobleſt pitch. 

But not to ſtragele from what we 
propoſed to demontitrate) we may fur- 
ther evince Mans natural ſociableneſs 
from the dependence we have upon 
one another. Nature hath diſtributed 
various gifts and endowments among 
men; ſome ſhe hath enriched more a- 
bundantly with the ornaments of the 
mind, others {he hath arn''d with a 
greater meaſure of bodily ſtrength 
and vigour ; neither hath ſhe only gt- 
ven men different abilities , but alfo 
inclin'd their Genius to take very dif- 
| B 4 ferent 
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| | ferent courſes, in the improvement 
| 1 of theſe Liberal Faculties. By this me- 
thod ſhe hath contrived , that no uſe- 
ful Art or Science ſhould want culti- 
vation, and that all men might ſtand 
in need of borrowing afſiitance from 
Z their Neighbours. Now if ſhe did 
| | net determine man to be lociable, why 


I hath ſhe not furniſhed every individu- 
| al perſon with a competent diſcretion, 
| and dexterity, both to till the Ground, 


and conſult its Herbs 3 to inform rhe 
' mind, and build Houſes; to untie 
knotty caſes in the Law, and to pre- 
| Pare 2 covering for our nakedneis,fince 
| all theſe and a vaſt many more, whe- 
ther manual or 1a:zlletual labours, are 
| neceſſary for our comfortable ſubfiſt- 
EnCce nere ? 
| FUR as much therefore, as ſhe doth 
| by her Polity lo cleerly rell us, that we 
| are dependent upon one another, what 
| voice or Trumpet can more ſolemnly 
1 ſummca men to concorporate them- 
f ſelves, that (all of them imploying 
their Capacities in Offices moſt pro- 
per for them) they may conſpire _ 
ther 
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ther to make each other happy ? 

THE ſenſe of this very ſucceſsfully 
invited Mankind at firſt ro ſtrike the 
leagues of Friendſhip, act chearfully 
without diſcord in their allign'd ſtati- 
ons, and reſt firmly in their CompaQs 
of Juſtice and Love. 

AND ſurely if the ordinary affairs 
and occaſions of lite require foreign 
aid and comfort, much more do thoſe 
extraordinary caſualties, ſuch as fick- 
neſs, deſpondency, and other calami- 
ries (too many to number) to which 
we are expolcd, render us dependent 
upon one another. For tho' we chiefly 
ought to relie upon God , becauſe = 
originally derive the breath of life, 
with the continuance of it, from the 
ſecret bounty of the Divine Providence; 
yet the nothing w ch we brought a- 
long with us into the world, w ith the 
follies of our youth, unlcls checkt by 
a Parental authoriry , may ſuggeſt to 
us Our Mutual dependence which we 
have by nature upon one another too ; 
and if we are dependent by NHzrure, 
then wc are ſociable by nature. For 
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*tis impoſſible for men , who ſo much 
depend upon their fellows to live hap- 
pily , if they keep at a very remote di- 
ſtance from one another. 

FOR which reaſon 'tis convenient 
for men not to ſeparate, but to imi- 
tate the harmonious and regular courſe 
of the inanimate world, which imme- 
diately obeys the careful hand of na- 
ture ; for it being devoid of the Prin- 
ciple of Volition, cannot move other- 
wiſe than ſhe pleaſes, or queſtion the 
authority or wiſdom of her com- 
mands. 

LET us but obſerve with what har- 
mony and accord , and in how regular 
a courle, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, 
meaſure the ſpacious Firmament ; how 
the Earth, the Sea,the Air, and all the 
inanimate parts of this lower Orb, 
lovingly itick cloſe together, and by 
their kind combination preſerve this 
beautiful Scene of which we are daily 
Spectators ; we ſcarce ever ſee their 
joints diſtorted, bat are the happy par- 
takers of the kind influences of their 
conſtant unity. Since we may ORE: 

Y 


F 


—————————_— 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 1x1 
bly take it for granted therefore that 
they act beſt in the judgment of nature 
who at intirely according to her will; 
and ſince the Inanimate World doth 
ſo, unleſs we can imagine that ſhe 
treads counter to her own ſteps, and 
contradicts her own ſelf, we mult 
grant that if ſhe could ſway as uncon- 
troul'd a Scepter in the Rational 
World (which is made up of free A- 
gents and Beings , which can obey or 
diſobey her as they think fir) that ſhe 
would have all men (who are but a 
Globe of dependent Creatures, and 
{uch whoſe intereſts are as nearly twi- 
ſted together , as the parts of the Ina- 
nimate Maſs of things) to reckon 
themſelves as members of one univer- 
{al humane body; and conſequently, 
not to exert an hoſtile antipathy to 
one another by ſeparation, but to be 
fociable ; which it obſerved, might 
prove of as excellent uſe, as the focia- 
bleneſs of Inanimate things. | 

HAVING, we hope, ſuthticiently 
prov'd Man to be by nature a ſociable 
Creature, from his being a Creature, 


his 
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his faculty of ſpeech, his dependent 
condition upon his fellows ; and laſtly, 
trom the coherent order of the Inani- 
mate World, we proceed now to draw 
{ome praQtical inferences from it. 

1. THEN we obſerve that if Man 


1s by nature a Sociable Creature , that 


God would have him to be ſo. By him 
Men and all things are, and were crea- 
ted. In his Book our tongues, and all 
our members were written ; which 
day by day were faſhioned; when as 
yet there was none of them ; he ſends 
us naked into the world, and procures 


us thole who a& in his ſtead for us ; 


places us in a condition which (what- 
loever it be) capacitates us both to 
give and receive help and comfort 
from abroad; the works of nature in 
all this are but the products of his 
Counſel and Power ; for we could 
not be conſcious to the making of our 
ſelves ; and if the corruption of our 
rational nature,after we are thus made, 
{educerh us ro conntermine the Strata- 
gems of his goodaeſs by diſcord and 
ſeparation, we cannot juſtly impute it 


to ' 
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to him, for not hindering us ; ſince he 
will not bind our will with cords of 
violence ; 'tis ſufficient that he hath 
imprinted ſuch plain leſſons of fociable- 
neſs on the irame and ſtructure of our 
Bodies, betore we were capable of re- 
fiſting him ; he hath fitted us to be ſo- 
ciable, though he hath left it to us, to 
chuſe whether we will be ſociable or 
not. And we necd not wonder at 
this, {ſince in hike manner all Men are 
capable of becoming holy, but may 
chule or refuſe to be ſo. 

AGAIN, God, who 1s the Author 
and Commander of Nature, conlider'd 
abltrattedly from corruption , ſteers 
her courſe. Now the nature of the In- 
animate World being reſtrain'd from 
liberty and choice, muſt be wholly 
guided by that Infinne Mind, who is 
the Spirit and Energy which turns all 
theſe Orbs of Matter an their proper 
hinges; and as thoſe things cannot re- 
volt trom the conduct of their nature, 
ſo their nature 1s not capable of being 
deprav'd, or deviating from the will of 
its Author ; but (as we ſaid before) 

the 
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the Author of nature in its Primitive 
ſtate 1s God, and if ſhe continues ſo; 
he is ſtill her counſellor ; but the na- 
ture of Inanimate things cannot but 
continue ſo and abide in its pure and 
Primitive ſtatc , for as no Subject can 
turn Traytor to his Prince, before he 
hath an inclination to do fo, ſo neither 
can the nature of theſe things rebell 
againſt him, becauſe ſhe is not ſo much 
as capable of willing otherwiſe than 
he will. and therefore {he muſt neceſſa- 
rily act as God would have her, bur 
ſince ſhe always acts according to his 
will, {he muſt needs always a&t well. 
And therefore 'tis our wiſdom, who can 
att as we pleaſe, to imitate nature in 
thoſe things which ſhe doth in obedi- 
ence to God's will ; becauſe by follow- 
ing nature in fuch things, we do as 


{urely obey God, (who doth admoniſh 


us by nature) as thoſe SubjeGts do: 0- 


bey their Prince , who abey the Com- 


mands of Loyal Vicegerents; for ths 
nature of thole things 1s God's Deputy. 
But we ſee that thele things conltant- 
ly adhere together in a tricndly .and 

uniform 
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uniform Conſociation and do not ſepa- 
rate; now lince in this they ffi! the 
word of God ; what are the bleffed 
Fruits of this their Concord, but ſo 
many legible Charatters written by 
the Divine Finger, as-Exhortations to 
Sociableneſs and Unity , for our In- 
ſtruction ? and therefore we ought no 
longer to contemn Nature's adviſing 
us to be ſociable, ſince ſhe: therein 
obeyeth the Will of God, who is both 
hers and our Maſter. 

2. SINCE Man 1s by naturea 
_ ſociable Creature, we may reaſonably 
inferr, That he is liable to be called to 
an Account for his Sociableneſs. 

All men think it very juſt, that he 
who intruſts Men with their ſeveral de- 
grees of Wit, Judgment, Strength, &c. 
may exaCt an Account from them, 
how they have improved theſe natural 
Talents; for indeed ſince Man is en- 
dued with Liberty of Will and Reaſon, 
whereby he is enabled tro manage his 
Faculties as he pleaſes, and is capable 


. - withal of giving an Account of him- 


felt, why ſhould any one think it 
otherwile } 
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otherwiſe? For though the God of 
Nature hath left it to our choice, 
either ro make the beſt uſe of theſe 
Faculties, or not; yet it doth not fol- 
low thence, that he is not concern'd, 
whether we improve them ſo or no: 
no ſurely, tor this would reflect upon 
his Wiſdom, as it we would throw 
away Gifts at random, which 'tis no 
great matter of moment what ſort of 
Uſe we make of. Wherefore,as we are 
tender to entertain worthy Thoughts 
of his Divine Providence, we muſt 
nut think that he will not demand an 
Account from us how we have em- 
ployed our natural Endowments 
but if we ſhall be required to give an 
Account of our natural Talents, then 
we are accountable for our ſociable 
Capaciry; becauſe Sociableneſs is a 
Gift of Nature, as well as any other. 
Therefore 'tis very dangerous to make 
no uſe of our ſociable Faculties, for if 
we are accountable for our capacity 
of being {ociable; then thoſe who have 
made lictle or no Uſe of their natural 
Sociablenels, cannot give a laudable * 
Account 
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account of themſelves in this reſpe& 3 
becauſe by negleQing to exerciſe this 
gift. of nature,they affront both nature, 
and the God of nature ; they deſpiſe 
his Liberality , who ungratefully rob 
themſelves and others of the many 
comforts which flow from our Socia- 
bleneſs rightly managed. In a word, 
who exempt themſelves from their ob- 
ligation to diſcharge freely and fully 
their relative duties of life ; which the 
faireſt Laws of Juſtice and Gratitude 
challenge from them as Sociable Crea- 
tures : Since therefore even thoſe who 
have been conducted by the light of 
nature, have always reſented very odi- 
ouſly a careleſs negleQ of the faculties 
of our minds (till they ruſt again for 
want of uſe) as the fault of a ſluggiſh 
temper ; we may for good reaſons 
conclude, that thoſe who through the 
terrible foreſight of the neceſſity and 
difficulty of performing their Social 
offices, yield ſo far to a florhful hu- 
mour (or worſe incitements) as to fly 
humane Society , are blame-worthy , 
both im the judgment of God and __ ; 

v Or 
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for unleſs men are vanquiſht by a dro- 
niſh principle of ſtupidity, how can 
they ſo contentedly ſtoop below the 
dignity of their nature, as to take up 
their habitation with the dumb beaſts 
in private lurking-holes ; and under 
the grave pretence of leading a con- 
templative life, palliate their continual 
idleneſs ; and (if we may ſo fay) im- 
moderately glut themſelves with a ſpi- 
Titual ſenſuality. 

BUT ſuppoſing that this praQtice of 
habitual ſolitude,doth not proceed from 
ſuch a vile cauſe ; yet 'tis probable, 
that it doth take its rife from the other 
extreme, which is far worſe, viz. ar- 
rogance ; which mens minds are 
blown up with by their ambition, to 
attempt the invaſion of thoſe glorious 
tradts of greatneſs, ſublimity and per- 
feion ; which far ſurmount the moſt 
eminent height, our nature can pofſi- 
bly arrive to, and entertain ſuch high 
opinions of their wiſdom, as to ſcorn 
the ſociety of thoſe who are partners 
of their own nature; who look upon 
their own brains as a Granary ny: 

ns 
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ed with diſcretion enough to diſtinguiſh 
the proper paſſages which we muſt 
walk through in the diſtracting laby- 
rinth of an uncertain life ; wherein 
we are bewildred with ſo many thorny 
doubts and ſcruples ; and think that 
they have no debts to pay off to Men, 
or occaſion of their neighbours help : 
What do theſe Men do but aſcend into 
the Throne of God, and exalt them- 
ielves above the Stars of the moſt 
high ? So true is that ingenious Sen- 
tence of Ariſtotle. * He ag » us tnduc- 
«© who 1s not able to vO-- romworeav, Þ 
«* communicate,or wants ##*» JroyeCr 2} 
7: - . QauTHPKHIP, ud''s 
nothing through his ,;.6- mac, 
« ſelf-ſufficiency, is no 5 $ig-ov © $63. De 
cc part of a Common- repub. lib. 1. 
« Wealth, inaſmuch as he muſt be ei- 
« ther a Beaſt or a God. 

But alas! filly Creatures, whilſt 
they vote themſelves in their own Os 
pinions as Gods, others compare them 
to the Beaſts which periſh ; for truly 
univerſal -Experience may inform us 
that a ſolitary way of Living maketh 
Men falvage, and moroſe ; and ftrips 

, C 2 them 
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them of that native candour, which is 
one of rheir greateſt Ornaments. 
THIS lurely is enough to con- 
vince men, that not to be ſociable is a 
Fault for which we ſhall be judged ; 
and to confute the vain Errour of fome 
Philoſophers of old, who placed a great 
deal of Vertue in a melancholy and re- 
cluſe Life : For ( not to urge now 


what we have already proved, that *tis 


a Fault) may we not with as good 
Reaſon conclude that the Tortoife is a 
better Fiſh than others, becauſe it is al- 
ways roofed within its Shell (which 
would be very ridiculous) as that thoſe 
Philoſophers were the more vertuoug 


becauſe they lock'd and barr'd them. 


ſelves in their private Cells from hu- 
mane Society, that they might the 
more leiſurely hunt after a few nice, 
jejune, abſtruſe, and trifling Specula- 
tions ; and ſacrifice to them all thoſe 
happy opportunities which might with 
Honour and Advantage be beſtowed 
upon the Exerciſe of the moſt com- 
municativeand diffuſive Vertues ; and 
Jach which would highly advance our 


fociable | 


_—— — —_ fn. RS. > ot Sn «i. DE NS 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 2.x 


ſociable Capacity, in order to our 
giving a chearful account of that and 
all other natural Faculties ; (v:z.) that 
we have promoted our own and others 
good with them ; which is certainly 
much better than to let looſe the Reins 
of our Curioſity ſo far as to ſpend all 
our timein the eager purſuit of empty 
Notions which cloud the Heads of thoſe 
who invent them , with unwholſome 
Vapours, and pefter others with their 
Novelty. 

BUT thereare other perſons, who 
are in Danger of giving a very forry 
Account of the Uſe of their natural 
Sociableneſs; and thoſe are quite con- 
| trary to the farmer ; for as they ruſh 
into an unaccountable Error, by aban- 
doning, without any DiſtinCtion, all 
humane Society: So theſe plunge 
themſelves into as dangerous a State, 
by a giddy , extravagant, and over 
frequent uſe of their Sociableneſs ; 
which extreme 1s every whit as perni- 
_ (not to ſay more) than the 0- 
ther. 


C 2 FOR 


22 A Prattical Diſcourſe 


L —— 


FOR ſince Nature hath given us - 
no Faculty, but what ſhe did deſign us 
to exerciſe in order to improve it z but 
hath ſo contemper'd the Uſe and Ofi- 
ces of all her Gifts, that an immoderate 
Satiety of one might not offend and hin- 
der the Enjoyment, and progreſs of 
another ; and ſince Thinking is a Facul- 
ty which Man receiveth from his ra- 
tional (which is his moſt noble) Nature, 
we ought not to immerſe our ſelves {a 
far in Converſation, as to deprive our 
ſelves of convenient Seaſons for Think- 
ing; becauſe Thinking is the moſt 
excellent means whereby we are 
brought to an intimate Acquaintance 
with God, and our ſelves; which is- 
abſolutely neceſſary to inſtruct us, how 
to regulate our ſociable Capacity, how 
to govern our Paſſions andAfﬀeCtions in 
Converſation; without it our Minds 
cannot be furniſhed with a rich Store 
of Knowledge and Wiſdom ; through 
the want of which we ſhall be uſelels, 
if not hurtful in the exerciſe of our 
ſociable Faculties ; which will marr 
the end for which Nature made us. 
js | ſociable, þ 
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ſociable, (viz-) to benefit others, by 
imparting our Thoughts, and to relax 
our minds, when they are wearied 
with intenſe Thinking , a moderate 
and orderly Uſe of which, will raviſh 
the greateſt part of our Lives with 
Heavenly Delights; but if our cogita- 
tive Faculty lies fallow, and uatilled, 
how can one reap any Fruit from our 
Sociableneſs? For can Men gather 
Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of Thiſtles ? 
or how can we refreſh our minds with 
ſociable entertainments, when , by 
negleing to retire within our ſelves, 
and tothink we cloy our ſelves with 
Converſation ; which by this means is 
rather a Burthen than a pleaſure to 
our Nature, becauſe all Extreams 
oppreſs and break it ? 

NOW therefore, ſince the Counſels 
and Preparations of our Retirement, 
are fo ſerviceable, to ſeaſon and bridle 
our Tongues in Converſation; and 
fince our Nature 1s galled and fretted 
under the tedious Diſcipline of either 
Faculties, 'tis our Wiſdom, neither rg 
be over thoughtful, nor over ſaciable ; 


C 4 and 
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and to keep an exact Calendar of the 


proper Terms both of Retirement and 
Sociableneſs ; leaſt we plot againſt our 
own Comfort, and Nature's good Will, 
(who is too liberal to confine us to one 
Delight) by not mingling them equally 
together: For as thoſe who macerate 
themſelves with afliduous Thoughtful- 
neſs (though their minds may pitch 


upon the beſt Objeas) yet, ever and 


anon, wander from them into vain 
Imaginations; ſo thoſe who inceſſantly 
engage themſelves in Company ({up- 
poſing their Companions are good) 
too often are expoſed, for the ſake of 
Diſcourſe, to grow laviſh, and not 
choice of their Words, ( being not 


guarded with a ſufficient Train of _ 


Thoughts) till they uſe their ſociable 
Faculties as Sluces of Filth and 
Vanity. 

W E need not add, that we ſhall be 
judged for ſuch Speeches; but if we 
ſhall be judged for them, we ſhall be 


alſo judged for our immoderate Socia- 


bleneſs (which trapans us into them) 
if we perſiſt in it. We thought fit to 


ſpeak | 
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ſpeak the longer againſt it, becauſe 
this is an epidemical Diſtemper. 

And now we may paſs on to conſider 
what adiſmal Account thoſe muſt give of 
themſelves, who imploy their Sociable- 
neſs in the promotion of Intemperance 
and Debauchery, if we are account- 
able for our ſociableneſs : For ſince Sa- 
ciableneſs is a gift of Nature, (who is 
| but God's tbo ax and ſince God muſt 
be altogether good, unleſs he ceaſe to 
be God, and cannot be altogether good, 
unleſs he atways encourageth Goodneſs; 

. and cannot always encourage Goodneſs 
unleſs he is a diſcourager of all manner 
of Wickedneſs: we may conclude that 
all our natural Faculties and Abilities 
are ſent by him to be ply'd as ſo many 
Engines and Inſtruments of Vertue; 
which is the ReQitude and higheſt Ex- 
altation of humane Nature: and there- 
fore our ſociable Faculties being con- 
veyed from his Goodnets by the Hands 
of Nature, muſt be defigned both by 
- God and Nature (who wills as he wills) 
to miniſter to Vertue, and not to Vicez 
for Vice being an Abaſement of our 

Nature, 
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Nature and.leading us to Ruin, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be an Enemy to Nature 
(who agreeing with the Divine Bene- 
volence cannot but conſult our honour 
and ſafety) therefore in making us 
ſociable, ſhe deſigned us to be ſociable 
to the beſt ends and purpoſes, and in 
ſuch uſeful things, wherein we may 
moſt adyantageouſly and longeſt con- 
tinue ſo. 
THIS may ſuffice to baffle the malict- 

ous Logick of ſome, who pay ſo much 
homage to their ſenſual Appetites, and 
Luſts, as to inferr, becauſe we are ſocia- 
ble by nature, that therefore, rather than 
(toſpeak intheir dialeQ)ſpoil good Com- 
pany, we ought to comply with their 
Vices, and transform our ſelves into 
Swine, by an immoderate Uſe of the 
Creatures: for indeed Intemperance is 
a Circe which inchanteth and bewitch- 
ech Men, and diveſts them of all that 
is humane, and 1s a Vice which, by 
overloading our Conſtitution with its 
Otenſive Crapula's, /for theſe are the 
rife Fruits of it) haſtens our Death : 
Whence it maniteltly appears, that 

uch, 
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ſuch Vices are contrary to the ends 
of our Sociableneſs, and to refuſe Society 
with any one upon ſuch Accounts is not 
diſpleaſing to Nature. 

AND therefore,if you are at any time 
tempted for the ſake of good Nature, 
or natural Sociableneſs to ſtay in ſuch 
Company, you may readily fortify your 


ſelf againſt it, by conſidering that a 


Principle of Sociablenels is inſtilled into 
us by Nature to ſpur on one another to 
what is laudable, and tending to our 
Safety; becaulc in theſe Caſes we want 
Help. 

BUT as for thoſe Practices which 
forward our Ruine we do not want 
Aſſiſtance, *tis an eaſy thing to undo 
our ſelves, we can ruin our elves 
without help ; 


Facilis deſcenſus Averni, Virg. 


So that Partners in Ebriety,are nomore 
obliged to one anothers Courtely,than 
any one who is ready to fall oft a great 
Promontory for a Puſh from a Stander 
by, which will unayoidably hurl him 

headlong 
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headlong into the Sea ; becauſe he will 
prodigally throw away his Life with | 


him too. 

BUT do's the Caſe ſtand ſo? then 
we may eaſily preſage, what a heavy 
Reckoning fome Men will have to 
make, one day, for their Sociableneſs: 
But we will leaye them now for the 


preſent, and ſhutting up this Inference | 


with an Advice to them all, to make 


the beſt Uſe of their Seciableneſs, go : 


forward. 

3, If Man is by nature a ſociable 
Creature, we may inferr, that Socia- 
bleneſs is very pleaſant, becauſe all 
natural Gitts are pleaſant, and if they 
are temperately, and well uſed, they 
fill aur minds with Rivers of Pleaſure 
but if we uſe them otherwiſe *tis our 


own Fault, becauſe we poiſon and em- : 


bitter the ſweet and wholeſom Springs 
of Nature : The great Delight which 
all men take in enjoying the Company 


of thoſe whom they like, according 
as their habitual Diſpoſition is bad or ® 


good, may ſufficiently witneſs the truth 
of this Inference , but though the pre- 


ſence - 
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ſence of any Perſons who agree in 
Temper 1s very Delicious in Converſa- 
tion,yetthe folidanddurable pleaſures of 
Sociablenels _ upon our ſteering 
it aright : thoſe therefore who abule 
their tociable Faculties loſe their Share 
of its ſubſtantial Joys and joins Refle- 
tions. Tis a great Pleaſure to caſt an 
Eye back upon the real good we do 
others by our Counſels, the communi- 
cating to them the riches of our minds, 
the hiſtory of our Experience, and the 
Fruits of our Thinking and Contem- 
plation. *'Tis pleaſant to think that we 
depend upon ſomewhat more than the 
ſmall Stock of our own Knowledge: 
'Tis pleaſant for our Judgment to 
re&ify and be reQified. *Tis pleaſant 
to oblerye how our Judgments and 
Opinions in weighty Matters often very 
readily claſp together. 

But if Sociablenls is ſo pleaſant, this 
Morive may reinforce, what we faid be- 
fore, to thoſe, who do in a manner 
* deſert humane Society, and excule 
themſelves with their fear of tranſgreſ(- 
ling Nature's Bounds in CE - 

or 
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for we ſhould not fall into one Extreme ' 
to avoid another: Nature, who hath : 


beſtowed this and other Faculties on us, 
hath given us Ability to manage them 
well if we will, and if we grudge a 
little Care to prevent our miſuling the 


Gifts ſuch a ſlight Pretence will not 


mantle our Fault of running into the 
other Extreme. 

BUT to finiſh the Point, let us intreat 
thoſe, who hitherto have been ſeeking 
after Wiſdom in the wild Foreſts and 
the deſolate Tops of Mountains, to 
decide the Controverſy, by, at length, 
hearkning to Wiſdom, that crys with- 
out, and utters her voice in the ſtreets, 
that crys aloud and ſpares not in the 


3 


opening of the City gates, and in the: 
places of concont ſe : they might by 
this means find out ſome good Compa-/ 


nions, and, from the pleaſant Guſt of 
their proficable Society, after Tryal, be 


forc'd to confeſs; that two are better 


than one, becauſe they have a good Re- 
ward for their Labour; for if they 
fall, the one will lift ap his Fellow; 
but woe to him thats is alone, for 

whey 
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' when he falls he hath not another to 
- lift him up. 


4. IF Man 1s by nature a ſociable 
Creature, then Sociableneſs being a 
Good which we receive from Nature, 
thoſe who are endowed with a more 
graceful Preſence, winning Applica- 
tion, volubility of Tongue, or any 
other Gifts, which endear and adorn 
Converſation, ought not to be proud 
of them: For though theſe muſt be 
improved by Art and Exerciſe before 


* they can be of great uſe, yet Nature, 


who has made all men ſociable, has fur- 
ni{h'd ſome men more, with the Habi- 
liments which are proper for excelling 
in Converſation, than others: Some 
men are far better Rhetoricians, more 
courteous and affable, and the like, by 


* nature than others; - therefore if men 
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who are equipp'd by Nature, as ſoon 
as they enter into the World, with a 
keener Wit, and a more piercing 
Judgment, or ſuch like than their Fel- 
lows, they ought not to vaunt them- 
ſelves upon the Account of them ; be-. 


'. cauſe they are but the Heirs and Favo- 


rites 
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rites of her more liberal Hand, which 
they were not capable of meriting be- | ; 
fore they exiſted : For the ſame Reaſon, © | 
thoſe who are better qualified by Na- | ' 
rure for the Improvement of their © 1 
Sociableneſs, ſhould not think the© 1 
higher of themſelves for it ; but rather” r 
daih in pieces all proud Thoughts; 3 
whilſt they are in the Egg-ſhell, by t 
conſidering that they are borrowed; © 
Ornaments, and unleſs they are uſed c 
as Nature deſigned, a more dreadful® 
Reckoning upon the Account of them? 4 
draws near. © 21 
5. AND laſtly, from Man's being a; 
fociable Creature by nature, we may!!! 
be inſtructed that 'tis our Duty toc 
thank God for our Sociableneſs : for? [l 
ſince all the Gifts of Nature come from® 0: 
God, and ſince Sociablenels is a Gift-to 
of Nature, we ought to give him W 
Thanks for it, becauſe we are obliged fe 
to acknowledge to him with Humility, 20 
Admiration and Thankſgivings, all 8" 
the Gifts of Nature, of which his Dj- fir 
vine Wiſdom and Power are the prin 310: 
Source and Original. pr 
BUT 
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BUT that we may excite you tos 

| and quicken you the more in the Per- 

- formance of this Duty, we will endea- 
vour to ſhew you the great Bleſſings 

' which accrew to mankind, from our 
= natural Soczableneſs; and which we 
” may reaſonably gueſs, were the ends 
and Reaſons, tor which God the Crea- 
tour, and Nature the common Mother 
of all things, made men to be fſo- 


ns 

| THEN we obſerve, that the 
© Accompliſhment of great Undertakings 
-are owing to humane Sociableneſs. 

> THE ſtrength and prudence of 
jb ſinzle Perſons is very little, fo that had 
9,,not men been ſociable, through the 
r {hortneis of our Lives, no extraordi- 
1 nary Attempts had ever been brought 
to PerfeFion, all magnificent Works 
n_ would have hung maimed and imper- 
4 feft: Private Prudence 1s very ſcanty 
and narrow, and after a little Exerciſe 
| ;grows dim , and {hort-ſighted at all 
j.-times, but "tis eſpecially apt to over- 
ie 3look its own Def Cts : In like manner, 

private Strength is ſoon exhaufted : 


T D But 


_ 
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But the united Prudence of many, 
marks out Buſineſs with a ſtraiter Rule, | 
{pies out preſeatly a wry Line in the | 
firft Model, and with expedition cor- | 
res the Scheme; 1o alſo the allied : 
Forces of many Hands add Sinews and | 
; Nerves to ſtrengthen an Undertaking : ' 
And beſides, the Emulation of Coad- | 
jutors inſpires one another with | 
Cheartulnels and earneit Ardency | 
of Excelling, . | 
8 Min x of bis S for Inſtance, the! 
pr My whole habitable Parts 
JS: Begloror. Hel. of the World have been. 
conquered by contederate Forces, by | 
thoſe Nations who have reſcued their. , 
Rights, Laws, Liberties, Poſſeſſions} , 
and Lives, from the Inſfolence of their 
Enemies. Moſt uſeful Arts have! j 
flouriſhed ſo very much by the Conſv-! þ 
ciations of thoſe who profeſs Skill in. 
them; thus ſtately Palaces have been | 
erected, and varieties of ingenious 1 
Machines invented, which either ſerve {; 
for Uſe or Ornament in the Common-| C 
wealth, I's 


MORE. © 
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MOREOVER, we of this 


| Kingdom are indebted to the Combi- 


nations of the Learned for the late 
Advancement of Philoſophy and Scien- 
ces, The Senſe of this moved our 
Anceſtors to found Publick Schools and 
Colleges, and to ſettle ſuch handſom 
Revenues on them, for the Encourage- 
ment of thoſe who are members of 
them, that they may prove conſtant and 
fruitful Seminaries of Wiſdom and 


good Literature, that many young 


Plants might be watered there with all 
ſculonable Knowledge, by the Care and 
InſpeQion of their Tutors and Gover- 
nours. Here our young Students are 


: thruſt forward by each others exem- 


plary Diligence to raiſe a laudable 


Emulation 1n one anothers Breaſts, to 


blow up their almoſt buried fparks of 
Generofity and - Knowledge , and to 
poliſh the rough Draught of Nature's 
Work: And oh! that all who are 
ſeated ſo commodiouſly as to enjoy the 


| Opportunity of an Academick Station 


would improve themlelves by ſerious 


| and conſtant Study, and would joyn 


D 2 their 
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their Heads together to conſult about 
the beſt Methods, and the Difficulties 
to be ſtruggled with before we can 
make a worthy proficiency in Learning, 
and diſtribute together in common their 


Gifts and Abilities, but eſpecially to ' 
be helpful to thoſe who are backward ; 


ſuch Practices would prove better than 
epiſtolary Recommendations, *twould 


manifeſt, that they deſire to be grate- | 


ful both to God and Men, for indeed 


*twould be a Tranſcript of the Benefi- ' 
cence of their deceaſed Friends and 


Penefactors. 

BUT ?'tis time for us to haſten, 
and therefore for a while we leave 
them. 


2. ME N'S natural Sociableneſs * 
engages them to be the more juſt and | 


honeſt, courteous and compaſſionate. 

FOR their mutual Dependence, 
twiſting their Intereſts ſocloſe together, 
and their natural Inftinct to Sociablc- 
neſs being ſo impetuous, Men very 


lovingly, and with Delight , ſtrike | 
Contrats of Friendſhip and Unity, ' 


and by the maenetick Force of this 


Principle, 
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Principle ', their parallel Hopes and 
Fears center to the common Good, 
None can think hard of the Philoſo- 
pher's Maxim, © *That + $9 quoniam (ur 
** we are not born only preclare ſeriptum 


& for our ſelves, but ca rho ng > pe 


© our Country, Parents /amus ,, ortuſque 
«and Friends, all of fr: aro ang an 
* them claim a Share in ;;,, g,renres. har: 
« our Birth. Since all em amici. Cic de 
walk by the ſame mea- 97 4%. 7. 
ſures ; we have all a Right and Title 
to a part of the publick Exchequer, to 
which we are bound to contribute 
{ſomewhat ; and unleſs we were link'd 
together in Unity , by the univerſal 
Chain of our natural Sociableneſs, the 
Prudence and Strength, of ſuch a vaſt 
Company of Creatures , running in 
contrary and diſtint Channels, would 
be very weak, but ſtrong enough to 
deſtroy us; every Man would be every 
Man's Enemy : So that if that one 
Branch of the Malmesbury Philoſophy 
were true, 7hat we are not ſociable by 
zature, our Minds would be continual- 
ly raging with Proje&ts of Violence, 
D 3 Bloud 
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Bloud and Revenge, our Reſolutions | 
clad with Thoughts of Deſtiny and | 
Slaughter, our Tongues would be | 
always belching and ſpitting Satyrs | 
and InveQives, Menaces and Curles, | | 
againſt one another, our Hearts would | 
be a conſtant Harbour of Malice and | 
Envy , and our Hands inceſſantly | 
would be arm'd with Daggers, and | 
Inſtruments of Cruelty ; tor all ſuch | 
barbarous Tempers and Practices are 


contrary fv our natur.l Suciablenels, | 
Sournels, iu: vitous Paſſhons, and Ter- |. 
Tor proceed :7o0m our Dilobey ng our |. 


natural Sociableneſs ; 1t therefore Love 
and Qaity, Concord and Peaceableneſs, 
Meekneſs and Clemency are laudable | 
Vertues, an:! ſo Beneficial to Mankind; 
then ſurely our natural Sociableneſs ol 
a great Bleſſing, and ſuch a one for | 
which we ought to give hearty Thanks | 
to Almighty God our Creatour, which | 
throughly conſidered will give our 
Reader a very ready Apology for our | 
dv-elling fo long upon this Topick, | 
ſviz.) that Man 1s by Naturea ſociable | 
Creature. 
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SECT. 3. 
Man proved to be a Soiable Crea- 


ture, more peculiarly in Religious 
Matters, from Nature and reveal'd 
Religion, 


2 HOU GH Man, as hath been 

demonſtrated already, is a 
Creature adapted by nature to be fſo- 
ciable in all things, yer he is more pe- 


- cultrly fitted and intended by Nature 
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to be ſociable in Religious matters. 
FOR 1. Since, as hath been lately 
ſhewn, one main End for which Na- 
ture made Man ſociable was, That he 
might not want what Aſſiſtance the 
united Policy and Abilities of many 
can afford, to the Completion of the 
moſt difficult and excellent Ulnderta- 
kings ; and ſince a great deal of Wil- 
dom and Pains 1s neceſſary to our At- 
tainment of a competent Advancement 
in Religion and Vertue ; which is the 
moſt valuable of all our Undertakings 
inthe ſight of God ; and ſince Nature's 
D 4 Will 
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Will concurrs with theDivineWill, we 
raay ſafely venture to conclude, that Na- 


ture made us {ociable moſtly withthis1o- | 
tent, that we might direct and hearten' 


one another in religious Offices, and 
the chearful uſe of all thoſe means 
wherchy we are inſen{ibly forwarded 
in our Purſnit after PerteQtion in Ver- 
tue and Holmes, and certainly there 
is a great nec! fury for our Soctableneſs 
in Divine matters: tr when a man 
conMults himſelf only zbour religious 
Duries he proves h:s own Miles ; and 
though all the otherCreatures do enani- 


4 


Rs 


mouily and chearfully miniſter Supplies | 
for Our bodily Chltenance yet t OT the | 


moſt part they hinder and clog us in 


our ſpiritnal Concerns, tempting us to Þ 


CL 


be careleſs of our Souls; for alas! how * 
many indulge themſelves in an exorbi- | 
tant Uſe of thoſe whole Subſtance are 


our Food ? How many abule the 
Clothing, and foft Beds, which we 
borrow from them , to Efteminacy, 
Luſt, Luxury, Pride, Sloth, and La- 
iciviouſnels? The Devils and thoſe 
malignant Inhabitants below , dav and 

| night 
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night are hatching the Ruin of 
Mankind ; therefore ſince we are invi- 
roned on all ſides with Snares, God 
and Nature who are the ſincere Friends 
and Well-wiſhers of Men, without 
doubt, deſigned us chiefly ro employ 
our Sociablenels in religious Matters ; 
well knowing, that if men prove trea- 
cherous to one another, and would not 
encourage one another to- labour after 
Vertue, that we ſhould be in great 
danger of hardly ever getting a fſuſh- 
cient meaſure of it; for *tis but reaſo- 
nable to ſuppoſe , that they allow the 
moiſt Ammunition tor our holding out 
in that Work, which wants moſt, and 
which, if it ſhould fail, would ſeem to 
beſpatter God's own Honour. 

2. THAT Man 1s more peculiarly 
fitted by nature to be ſociable in reli- 
gious Matters, will appear from men's 
Equality by Creation. 

'TIS very neceſlary that men 
ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by their Birth, 
Wealth, Learning, and the like, in 
the civil Aﬀairs of this Life ; and upon 
thele accounts we may very lawfullypre- 

ferr 
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ferr one before another, becauſe many ' 
Conveniencies in Governments, and | 
the publick Bodies of Kingdoms proceed | 
from it, and rherefore a prudent pro- 
portioning of our outward reſpeCt to | 
Men, according to their Inequality, 1n | 
ſuch eſpeCts,ought to be obſerved; for ' 
without them there would be a worſe | 
Declenſion of Modeſty, and good Or- 
der among(t us than there 1s already. + 
BU T nevertheleſs, Men conſidered © 
abſtraQtedly as Creatures,are all equaly ' 
and therefore, when we appear before 
God the Creatour and Judge of all men, 
who 1s no Accepter of Perſons, we are 
all equal ; high and low,rich and poor, 
the unwiſe and the learned Judges of 
the Earth, one with another, muſt ' 
worſhip God with Proſtration of Soul : 
and Body, and be all cloathed with 
the moſt profound Humility ; for 
ſurely if we attentively meditate upon 
him we {hall loſe all ſelf, all the filly 
Relations we bear in this World, 
and wholly be devoured with the | 
Contemplation of his Majeſty and * 
PericCtions ; for why ? Promotion 
Comes | 
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comes neither from the Eaſt, nor from 
the Weſt, no nor yet from the South ; 
but *tis God that puts down one and 
{ets up another, he gives all one en- 
trance into the world : We are in his 
hand as the Clay in the hands of the 
Potter -. 

* TS * £ WO i EO EV *A. 17. 
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Now therefore ſince we are all his 
Creatures and Off-ſpring , whatever 
alterations ſome external circumſtan- 
ces may make in the opintons of men, 
yet, they make none in God's; for 
what can one man bribe the Lord 
with, that he ſhould reſpect him any 
more than another ? The Earth is the 
Lord's, and all that 1s therein ; there- 
fore in his ſervice we ſtand all upon 
the level, the greateſt Emperors and 
Potentates adore and obey their Crea- 
tor, and ſo doth the meaneſt Peaſant 
too ; bur if they are equal in their ob- 
ſervance of Religious Duties, then they 
are exactly qualified for the perform- 
ing of them together, for nothing can 
qualiffe men more for Sociableneſs 
than Equality, 3. The 
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3. The univerſal and innate Idea þ| * 
which all men have of a Being, which} #5 
deſerves worſhip and veneration, be-| © 
ſpeaks men to be ſociable in Religious # * 
Exerciles. fr 

Now that the Idea of ſuch a being ” 
which we call God is grafted in our# » 


minds by nature, we conceive to be} 
true, becauſe even the illiterate are J 
accompanied wirh this notion into the h 
world. Now *tis certain, that they} © 
donot deduce it by ſtrength of Reaſon, F . 
or are deluded meerly with Metaphy- | 
{ical aiceties ; therefore it muſt be na-# 
tural; but if any one ſhould imagine, | 
that 'tis only a vulgar error, let them 
reſolve us, why thoſe who have thoughtÞ 
moſt, have believ'd it moſt ſteadily ;Þ 
and again, why io inany Wit Laure-Þ 
ats of our age , have ſtill tuck in hefi- ! 
tancy, and a ſhrewd ſuſpicion of the | 
truth of it, when their vices haye fol- 
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* 
8 
þ. 


Jer" 


licited them to ſhake hands with this 
notion with all their hearts, and they Q 
have beea fain to drown it by heaping } © 
debauch upon debauch , before they | 
could extinguiilh tor a few A < 
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{ this truth ; which like a fire always 
| torments them , by putting their Con- 
| ſciences into a paſſion, till it raves like 
* a fury againſt their wickedneſs? And 
* indeed *tis no wonder that a ſenſual 
+ mind , whilſt it ſwims in an Ocean of 
* intemperate waves prefling on the 
© back of one another, ſhould be mock- 
ed with a ſwaggering and tranſitory 
disbefief of a God ; lince ſuch debau- 
cheries drive away reaſon, and all that 
is humane our of men, not only turn- 
ing the proper motions of our bodies 
| our of their courſe, but alſo corrupt- 
| ing the Sentiments of the minds which 
| are lodg'd in bodies thus abuſed. 
| Wherefore if there are ſome ldiots, 
| who are to be reckoned as monſters a- 
{ mong men , and others who have me- 
* tamorphos'd themſelves into fuch 
monſters , we ought not for the ſake 
of ſuch exceptions, to deny the validi- 
| ty of a general Rule; tor any thing is 

natural which agrees with the common 
| ſtate of nature, and therefore to argue 
| againſt a truth prov'd in that method, 
' from her deviations and excre{cencies, 
is 
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is abſurd; for ſuppoſing that nature 


had ever took a frolick to make {uch a 
Moniter as that hundred-handed Br#a- | 
r2#u5, Which was nouriſhed in the Poets * 
Brains ; would not every one have a-' 
bominated his Impudence, or hifs'd at 
his folly, who thence ſhould have took: 
an occaſion to have maintained, that} 
'tis not natural for a man to have on-} 
ly two hands ? From what hath been} 
ſaid we ſhall take the liberty to call the 
Idea of God innate, and that notion u-* 
niverſal which the largeſt part of Man: 
kind own and acknowledge. Since 
therefore 'tis innate and univerſal, 
without controverſie men agree una- 
nimouſly in the belief of a God (what- 
ever their notions may be of his nature! 
and attributes) and the belief of a God 
cannot but imply that homage and ve- 
neration is owing to him ; it mult fol- 
low then that men are hereby peculiar- 
ly fitted to be ſociable, in paying thoſe 
Divine Honours ; which is the firſt a& 
of Religion ; for what can fit men | 
more to be ſociable in any matter than | 
an unanimous per{waſion , that o_ 
they 
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' they engage in 1s very excellent ? But 


if they agree and are fit to be ſociable 
in the Exerciſe of Divine Worſhip, 


* then they are fit to be ſociable in 


- any Religious or vertuous underta- 


kings; becauſe the notion of a God 


' gives life and authority to our notions 


of Vertue ; for his nature is the Touch- 
ſtone, by which we try and diſcern 
what is good and what is otherwile : 
Accordingly, though the Pagans en- 
rertain'd very lame and feeble concep- 
tions of the Divine Nature, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſenſe of a Deity made 


| | them honour him 1n publick with rich 
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Sacrifices z and that they might wor- 
ſhip their God together, they ereCed 


very ſumptuous Temples , which they 


ſeparated for Religious Exerciſes; they 
inſtituted ſeveral Rites and Ceremonies 
which they obſerved ſtrictly with dread, 
and a holy reverence ; nothing provo- 
ked them more than when they were 
defeated by the forces of their enemies, 
to ſee thoſe Sacred places profan'd 


* and temerated with vile and common 


uſes ; 
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uſes ; whence it may appear, that na- | 
ture invites men, and inſpires them | 
with a natural ardency of deſiring to | 
exert to one another the reſpett which ! 


they bear to God. 


But we muſt not depend only upon 
nature, ſince we may eaſily inform our | 
ſelves, how highly God approves of | 


mens being ſociable in Religious Exer- 


ciſes from Revelation ; and therefore © 


we will now depart trom the glimamer- | 


ing light of nature. And here we may 


firlt obſerve ſome cuſtoms which were # 


among the Z-ws relating to our matter | 
in hand: Now they beſides their Ta- | 
bernacles, and their magnificent Tem- ; 


ple had innumerable Syna- | 


Pialm 74. 


2 gogues, according to that of 


the Pſalmiſt, They have ſaid | 


i"t ns deſtroy them altogether , they have | 


burnt all the S1n1208ucs of God in the 
/.4nd. In theſe Synagogues they met | 
ro pray and preach, and to conferr of | 
Caſes in the Law of Moſes. And that 
they abonnded with thole , may be: 


> - 


clearly gathered from the mention in þ 


the New Teſtament of Synagogues in | 
Galilee, | 
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Galilee, at Salanw, in Damaſcus, afd 
Antiochia ; yea further, from that fa- 
mous Tradition of their own, //here- 
ſoever ten men of Tjrael were, there ou9ht 
alſo a Synagogue to be built. And there- 
tore Holy David ſaith concern- 

ing one of them, 7his i the F123. 
Gate of the Lord, the righteous 

ſhall enter into it. And the ſtately Tem- 


ple which So/omoz built was a 


place, 1» which they were com- _ T2. 
manded to rejoyce before the *' © 

Lord their God with their Sons and 
Danghters, Men-ſcrvants and Maid:-ſer- 
vants, and the Levite that was withia 
their Gates ; thither they were comman- 
ded to bring their Burnt offerings , their 
Secrifices and Tythes, and the choice of 
their vows before the Lord. As if they 
were more acceptable ro him in ſuch a 
valt Aſſembly which always reſorted 
to the Temple at ſome folemn times. 
And therefore King $5low:2z in his De- 
dication of it, after he had 
humbly expoſtulated thus , 
But will Goa indeed dwell on 
th: earth ? behald the heaven and the 
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heaven of heavens cannot contain thee ; 
how much leſs the Flouſe that 7 have 
bnilded ? Goes on : 7et, have thor re- 
ſpect nnto the prayer of thy ſervant , and 
tc his ſapplication, O Lord my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and to the prayer , 
which thy ſervant prayeth before thee to 


day ; that thine eyes may be open towards |. 
this Houſe night and day, even towards © 


the place of which thou haſt ſata, My name | 


{ball be there ; that thou mayeſt hearken 
unto the prayer which thy ſcruant ſhall 
make towards this place. 

So that this Temple ſeemed to be 
built, that all the people of the earth 
might know that the Lord 1s God, and 
none elſe; here they recxoned God to 
dwell, and hence they term'd the Glo- 
ry of God between the Cherubims, 
m0 Shekinah, which figatheth the 
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habitation or dwelling of God. From : 
all which we may ealily learn, that | 
Godenjoyn'd them to be {ociable in Re- | 
lIigious Worſhip, and greatly delighted : 


in their publick performance of Religi- 
ous Duties. 


But 
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But if we conſult che Chriſtian Dilſ- 
penſarion, we ſhall after ſearch find 
that *tis ſo far from diſcharging us from 
the obſervance of our Social duties, 
that it hath included the love cf our 
neighbour 1n the love of God, and pre- 
fer'd mercy before ſacrifice not only ob- 
liging #s to do good to thoſe that do good 
anto us, thoſe of our own Tribe and 
Profeſſion ;, but alſo to be given to ho- 
ſpitality, and to forgive onr enemies ; it 
reacheth us to render unto Ceſar the 
thinos that are Caſar's, as unto God the 
things that are Goa's, recommends arr 
univerſal Charity, a ſubrniffive and 
peaceable temper; all thoſe Moral and 
Sociable vertues commanded under the 
Law , are urged in the Goſpel to be 
praiſed more carefully 

BUT moreover, our "bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, who have eſtabliſhed 
all Social duties upon the fureft foun- 
dations, were 1lluſtrioully eminent for 
encouraging our Reverent Attendance 


* upon Publick Worſhip, which is a So- 
| clable duty. 
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OUR Saviour himſelf was frequent- 
ly preſent in the Temple z there his 
Solicitous Parents found him 
hear ing and aiking the Doctor s 
queftions, And verſ. 52. "tis 


Luk.2.46, 
48. 


Aubjoyn'd, 7hat he increaſed in wiſdom | 
thereupon, he (in whom the fulneſs of the | 
Godhead dwelleth bodily, Col. 2.9. thatis | 
eſſenttally,not between rhe Cherubims | 
as amongſt the /ſraclites) ſaid Pal. 22. | 


22. (which Pſalm was written Pro- 


F* 


phetically of che bleſſed Jeſus) 7 will F 


declare thy name unto my brethren, in the 
midſt of the conoregatioa will 7 praiſe 
thee, And again, verſ.25. :y praiſe ſhall 


be of thee in the great congregation, 7 will 


pay my vows before them that fear him. | 
And let us {till conſider, how the ſame | 
Bleſſed Jeſus, the Meck and Patient : 


Jeſus, whoſe mind was pregnant with 
none but the deligns of Love ; who 
was an utter [tranger to rage and fury, 


when he ſaw his Father's Temple, the ' 


Houſe of Prayer, daily Prayer; turn'd 


into a Houſe of Merchandice : He did | 
not barely reprove the Buyers and Sel- | 
lers, for ſo great a crime, but usd a; 
| Scourge 
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Scourge of Authority and holy re- 
venge . Can we reflect upon that zea- 
lous ation of his, and not at the ſame 
time pay great reſpeGt to thoſe places, 
where the Divine Honour reſides ; by 
remembring that our Maſter expeQs 
frequent viſits from his Diſciples there, 
to glorifie God together > No ſurely, 
that gracious promile of a bleſſing to 
two or three that (ſhould gather toge- 
ther in his name, 1s a very alluring 1n- 
vitation, to come frequently to the 
Temple, and may free every one from 
miſtruſting that ſuch expreſſions as 
theſe are improper in the mouth of 
Chriſt : Bleſſed is the man that watcheth 
daily at God's gates, and waiteth at the 
Poſts of his Temple. Bleſſed are they that 
dwell in God's houſe. 

IN conformity alſo to our Saviour's 
will, the Apoſtles with their Converts 
continued daily with one accord in the 
Temple ; yea, and {tedfaſily too, abode 
in the Doftr ine, which had been deliver- 
ed to them there, and in fellowſhip, and tn 
breaking of bread, and in prayer, AQ, 2. 
And the pious cuſtom of Publick Wor- 

E 3 ſhip 
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At 


ſhip hath been handed down from 
their practice, {ucceſſively through all 
the Ayes of Chriſtianity to our times ; 
which God grant we may long enjoy z 
for 'tis mighty advantageous to Chri- 
ſtians, and there are very great rea- 
{ons why it {hould be continued, as it 
hath always hitherto heen. 

AS, 1. Publick Worſhip was inſti- 
tuted and 15 contmiuved , becauſe here- 
by God is honoaurcd and glorified in a 
more auguſt and folemn manner. 

THOUGH God is the Creator of 
his vwn Excellencies, and an all Glo- 
rious Spectacle of PerfeQion , incir- 
cled with infinite brightneſs and elf- 
{ufticiency , fo that he cannot but be a- 
{enlible ſpeCtator of his own Greatneſs 
and Majeity, which tranſcends all ca- 
pacity of being more glorious in re- 
ſpect of himſelf; yet humane ſouls 
whillt they are ſhut up 1n theſe coiia- 
25 of clay, cannot approach near the 
{hrone of his Eſſential Glory , but 
malt from the decent and uniform or- 
der of vilible things diſcern an inviſible 
Glorious God ; which was the AUNOF 

of 
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of them all ; and becauſe a ſtrong be- 
lief of him upon this account, maketh 
| us to revere and love him the more 
| highly, which awfal ſenſe will pro- 
| mote our happinels; aad fince all hap- 
* pineſs flows from him, and therefore 
| the happineſs of his Creatures cannor 
} but redound to his honour : He hath 
| been pleaſed to call in Scripture the 
| ſincere veneration and ſubmiſſion of 
| his Servants, honours done unto him; 
* for he has ſaid, Zhem that bonour him 
he will honour. And again, He that hs- 
nourety me praifeth me ; which Tex: 
implys that he looks upon aGts of Wor- 
{hip (though they cannot make him 
more glorious in himſelf) to honour 
him, becauſe they make him more glo- 
rious in the eyes of men: And for this 
reaſon (to ſpeak after the manner of 
men, as he himſelf ſnmetimes in con- 
| deſcenſion uſerh to do) they are Incenſe 
* to his Noſtrils, the delight and joy of 
|} his heart; and the more publickly 
they are perform'd, the more conſp1- 
cuous his honour 1s in the world. In- 
deed the private performance of them 
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would give a ſufficient teſtimony of 
our gratitude and ſincerity to the all- 
ſeeing God,but if we ſhould always con- 
fine our homage to the Cloſet,we ſhould 
ſcem to worſhip him meerly for our 
private intereſt, and the number of 
Gods would be equal to the number of 
our Tutelar Angels ; that in reality 
every man would be accounted rather 
a fond ſlave of his particular Idol, than 
a happy ſferyant and worſhipper of the 
one God. 

BUT by proſtrating our ſelves be- 
fore him in publick Congregations, we 
loudly proclaim that we worſhip a 
God, whom we are not aſhamed to 
acknowledge; ana in whoſe ſervice we 
count it an honour to be engaged 
that God to whom we durſt not pre- 
ſent coyetous, ambitious, and ſelkſh 
Petitions, or ſtingy and particular 
Gratulations and Praiſes, as if he were 
only our BenefaQtor. In a word, him 


to whom with the whole Choire of | 


Heaven, we aſcribe all Glory and Ado- 
ration, as being the ſole Arbitrator of 
all our fates; the Univerſal Monarch 

| and 
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and Patron, as well as the ſole and un- 
divided Creator of the Heaven , the 
Earth, the Sea, and all that in them 
15, | 
PUBLICK Worſhip was inſtituted, 
and 1s continued, that the external cre- 
dit of Religion may flouriſh in the 
world , and good order may be up- 
held in the Church. 

RELIGION ingratiates its {elf with 
o00d men, by their experience of its 
ſolid worth and excellency ; but thoſe 
who have not reliſh'd her ſweetneſs, 
muſt read her amiableneſs in good ex- 
amples of vertue and goodneſs , which 
are as ſo many breathing Statues and 
Semblances of Religion ; for our Savi- 
our hath charg'd his Followers to be 
lights to the blind world, that they may 
elorifie their Father and his Father, their 
| God and his God, which is tn heaven : 
| But how can we gloriie God more 
| than by meeting together in great 
| Companies on purpole to glorite him? 
For when men fee that all, both ſmall 
and great fall down before him, they 
will conclude that the Earth is his 
Foot- 
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Footſtool. Now we cannot promote 


the credit of Religion ſo much as byk; 


giving publick glory to God ; becauſ: 
the glory of God is the main prop up 
on which the credit of Religion twi 
ning inſeparably about it, muſt flou 
Triſh ; for without it, it would languill 
and fade away. But we may e 


fily free this matter from doubt,for wi, 


appeal to any ones judgment , to re 
ſolve us and himſelf, whether or n 
the face and few ſurviving bloſſoms 0 
Religion, are not owing ro the at leall 
formal obſervance of the Lords-day 
which is {ct apart for the Celebratio: 
of Pablick Worſhip, and ſome zea 
lous Chriſtians who every day Wor 
ſhip God in publick, which opportuni 
ry none can want in Zondon, where tht 
Publick Prayers are read conſtant! 
twice a day in moſt Churches. 


was inltituted and continued, is, that 
the ſincere Profeſſors of Chriſtianth 
may animate one anothers Zeal and De 
YOLON. 
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T HE beſt Chriſtian's devout and 
ious warmth 1s apt to cool and expire, 
DHoleſs the hidden particles of Divine 
Src, which the Spirit of God lays up 
their hearts and affeCtions, are {truck 

nd ventilated intc a flame, by the Ex- 
mplary Devotion of others. So that 
hough for a little while our hearts may 

Tc the Sacred Penetralia ( if we may 
Þ ay) of Heavenly deſires and purpo- 
Ts in our Cloſets; yer that our Lamps 
Way be always burniog, in order to 
Dur 4/ways praiſing God, like thoſe wile 
ervants who ſhall be bleſs? d; when the 
ord tinds them fo occupied at his co- 
ning; tis neceſſary to recruit them 
Bvich ireſh ſupplies of Oyl from the 
emple. For as one lighted Coal kin- 
Wiles a ſecond, and that a third, and ſo 
he lame riſes higher and higher il! ic 
ils a large Room with heat z ſo the 
mcaſul zeal of a devout Chriſtian 
cre and there (ſhames, and amends the 
pareleſs behaviour of a neighbouring 
BpeUator on one hand , and blows up 
ne devorion and ardency of a humble 
riltian on the other hand , till the 


biggeſt 


op 
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biggeſt part of the whole Aſſembly, at 
leaſt for ſome time, conſume their vain 
thoughts by approaching near the Fire 


He 


of the Altar ; and feel the ſpirit «f " 


their holy wiſhes, which was droopuny 
and like to have ſwounded away to b| 
chear'd and revived. In a word, to rf 
duce all to a ſmall compaſs, one zeaſ 
lous Chriſtian provokes his Brother 
fervency in Religious Exerciſes, an(f 
both upbraid the Indevout with theif 
fluggiſhneſs and ingratitude. 

4. The laſt Reaſon which 1 ſhalfh © 
mention, why we meet publickly ti 
worſhip God together is, becauſe ? tf 


the properelt method to avert Natiok 


nal Judgments, and to procure and ref 
turn thanks for National Bleſſings. 

A narrow ſpirit is not- a Chriſtia 
ſpirit: Kingdoms and Nations, and thi 
whole World ought to be the ſubje&}. 
of our Prayers, as they were of Danif 
's, Abraham's, and other Holy Patri| 
archs and Prophets ; nay, publick pf} | 


WG 
2n 


y ON 


h 


rits mult joyn their publick Prayenf £ 


together ; for if we would retard and 
ſtop by violence the vengeance which| 
Heaven 
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| Heaven may too juſtly be charged with 
againſt cur wicked and profane Nation; 
we muſt like Jehoſ/aphat and all ZFudah 
E ſtand before the Lord, and beſiege his 

compaſſion, that by the conjoint forces 
f of hands continually lifted up in Pray- 
Jers and earneſt Supplications we may 
F force a ſurrender of Bleſſings from the 
© God of Mercy ; and take his pardon 
þ and favour by ſtorm : National Judg- 
F ments cannot be averted but by Nati- 
F onal Humiliations ; we muſt cry, and 
cry mightily too unto our God ; lazy 
Cand whiſpering Petitions will never 
F filence the Trumpet of Divine Wrath ; 
F but when the penitent tears and vehe- 
? ment Expoſtulations of vaſt multitudes 
E wreſtle with him , who is Jong-ſufler- 
Ing, pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſhon 
and fin, fuch Embaſladors as theſe 
f ſurely muſt needs return ſucceſsful Aaq- 
 vocates to us, joyfully anſwer our 
| hopes of a laſting truce, and be atten- 
7 ded with ſhowers of bleflings ; ſince 
| Elias alone could open and {hut the 
Gates of Heaven with his earneſt Pray- 


ors, 
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NEITHER do thele devoy 
Armies only guard our Country witfflic 
their prevalent Interceſſhons, when ?tftoc 
clouded with Calamities, alarm'd wittlfpy 
guilty Fears, and the Inhabitants there lic] 
of lament becauſe of Diſtreſs in th 
day of Peſtilence, of Famine, thi 
Sword, trembling Hearts, and the like$ 
but they aſcend the Stairs of the Te 
ple, when their Rivers of Tears an 
rurn'd into Joy, and when remembring 
their Captivity with gladneſs, wit! 
Palms in their hands, and Songs offfica 
Deliverance juſt launching from thei 
Lips, they lift up their Souls in Exu 
tation and triumphing Hallelujahs inte: 
the Holy of Holies, even the higheſiſſad 
Heavens ; then, even then they biggen 
Heaven's Womb with the Seeds of 
their Humility, and proſtrate gratitudeſWe' 
till *tis impregnated with unrevealed 
Treaſures of Mercy; unleſs the Em 
bryo proves abortive by reaſon of ouſ 
fins. But we muſt keep our ſelye 


3a: 


within ſome Bounds, and therefore wek 
will but briefly improve theſe Reaſons ck 
by drawing ſome practical InferencesÞot 
from them. AND) 
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A N D, 1. If the Advantages of pub- 
lick Worſhip are ſo great, 'tis very 
fooliſh for any one to negleCt the hap- 
py Opportunities of frequenting pub- 
ick Worlhip. 
| LET Men no knger turn their 
packs upon the Houle of God; Oh / 
may they be perſuaded by the charming 
otives of their own Intereſt, of ho- 
ouring even God himſelf, of the 
eace of the Church, of being their 
wn and publick Beneftattors, to draw 
car unto God in his Houſe, and not 
0 contentedly leave the Courts of the 
wing God fo ſolitary as if they were 
Father haunted with damned Ghoſts 
nd SpeCctres than viſited with the glo- 
ious Appearance of thoſe miniſtring 
pirits, who mark and applaud your 
devotion there. Come hither there- 
ore as to a magazine of Zeal and 
harity, and. wait in his outward 
Temple till you are admitted within 
he Veil of eternal Glory. 
| BUT, 2.1t the Advanteges of pub- 
> Worſhip are ſo great, we ſhould 
$|bot think it ſufficient to go to Church 
often, 
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a. 
— 


often, but we ſhould alſo take care to 
qualify our ſelves ſo beforehand, that 


our Deportment there may be ſuch as} 


becometh us in a place where the 
great God 1s ſo immediately preſent. 

EXCITED Teal, deep Humili 
ty, fublimated AﬀeCtions, Elevation 
of Spirit, a diffuſive Charity, edihed 
Neighbours, and a glorihed God, 
are the rich and heavenly Harvek 
of thole Souls who frequent the Tem 
ple in a due manner. But at what: 


wide Diſtance from theſe are laſciviouf 
Eyes, wandring Thoughts, inaliciouf 


Hearts, proud Spirits, earthly Aﬀedti 


ons, and cherith'd Follies ? Theſe ſurehf 


ought not to thrive there ; they ar 
not Gifts fit to be offered to God in hi 
Houſe : theſe can never be Sacrifice 
well pleaſing in the fight of a pure and 
unſpotted Majeſty 5 the great Apoſtk 
once queſtioned the Corinthians thus; 


Have ye not houſes to eat and drink in| 
or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? Weil 


may ask thole who now adays profane 
ly trample upon his Courts, whether 


the Stews, the Theatre, the Market 


——— 
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and theTemple are all alike? ThePraQtice 


| of too many of our modern Worſhip- 


pers too fatally vindicates the Abſurd- 
neſs of this Query. But oh ! may all 
ſuch Chriſtian Profeſſors for the future 
guide their feet into the Houſe of God 


With a ſtricter Reverence: Oh! that 


that they would never enter into it 


| without ſtarting back awfully, and 
þ fofily ſpeaking thus to themſelves , 


Surely the Lord 1s in this Place, the 
Houſe of God mult needs be the Gates 
of Heaven , though I unhappy Crea- 


| ture knew it not before.. If 1 approach 
| this Mercy-ſeat as I ought, the King of 


Glory will enter into me, and make 
his Abode with me. 

I F this motive is not ſufficient, we'll 
fling away but one Argument more; 
it "tis noſſible, that the other ſhould 
not prevail upon the inconfiderate 
Worſhipper to comply with this our 


* Exhortation. And that 1s, the Con- 


lideration of what a dreadful thing it 
IS to fall into the Hands of an offended 
God; the God of the living Spirits, 
nat of thoſe dead Worſhippers, whoſe 
F ſmall 
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{malt drops of Devotion freeze upon 
their lips ; a God who will lightly e- 


ſteem thoſe who deſpiſe him ; but 
alas! that expreſſion is a Meiofſis ; for 


he knows how to retort your ſtrange | 


fire, which 1s an abomination to him, 


with overwhelming deſtruction upon} 
you, as When of old he was provok'd| 


to indignation, he did upon the heads 
of Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, who 
were devoured by the Jaws of rhe 
Earth. Be therefore per{waded, turn 
away your eyes from beholding vani- 
ty, and live, why will ye die in the 
Sanctuary of our God, who delights 
not 1n the death of a ſinner, but rather 
would that he return unto him and be 
laved ? 


But we cannot diſmiſs this ſubjeR, 
without taking notice, that ſince the 


unity of Congregational Prayers are 
ſo advantageous to the Kingdom, that 
tis neceſſary for all Publick Aſſemblies 
to uſe a Form of Prayer. 

Publick Prayers muſt be ſuited to 
publick neceſſities, and not to the pr: 


vate caſes of particular perſons ; but 


"1 
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'tis ealie to compoſe Prayers proper for 
publick occaſions , and our Liturgy is 
furniſht with Prayers fit to be us'd in 
all conditions that a Kingdom is liable 


| tobein; and therefore how dare any 


Les, oma 


one to refuſe to joyn with us in the uſe 
of them? for how can our wiſhes and 


” vows be unanimous in the behalf of 


Feruſalem ? How can they pray hearti- 
ly that ſhe may proſper with peace 
within her borders, and plenteouſneſs 


\ within her Palaces? How can they all 


in a vaſt Aſſembly,ſpeak the ſame thing 
where they don't uſe a known ſet-form 
of words ? What is a Congregation 
but a confuſed multitude withour it, 
which like the curſed Builders of Ba- 
bel beleech God with divided tongues, 


+ ſighs of ignorance, jarring ſilence, di 


ſtrated afſents, and foment breaches 
and diviſions in mock-poſtures of unity 
there, where nothing but a generous 
ſpirit ſhould reign ? 

Let thoſe conſider of this, and trem- 
ble, who addreſs themſelves raſhly and 
incon(1derately to the God of Heaven ; 


| when they will not venture to deliver 
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a diſcourſe to the meaneſt Auditories 
which they have not ftudied for; and 
I here by the way take notice, that 
Prayer is a more weighty part of pub- 
lick Worlhip than preaching, though 
leſs regarded by thoſe, who delight 
rather to hear and be amuſed with No- 


velties,thanin th' plain way which ſome| 


call Hereſjie, to worſhip the God of 
their Fathers, who is what he is, un- 


changeable, the ſame yeſterday, to day, | 


and for ever. God bleſſed for ever,who 


in ihort takes more pleaſure in the ſer-| 


vice of thoſe who worſhip him in ſpt 
rit and truth, and with all decent low- 
lineſs of body too, than in new coin'd 


appellationsz for can we indulge our| 


bodies in lazy and {lovenly geſtures, 
when our ſpirits which are tar more 


excellent, muſt be devoted to him with! 


all reſignation and chearfulneſs ? No 
ſurely. 
3. And laſtly we may inſerr, if {o 


many reaſons may be alledg'd for pub- 
lick Worſhip, in order to prove uts ad-| 
vantageouſneſs , that Sociablenels 6} 
very beneficial in Religious matters, it| 


a 
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In 


a Tight ule be made of it; fince the 
Publick Worſhip which is a duty of a 
Soctable nature, if frequented with 
due veneration, is ſo highly uſeful and 
important z which inference hath the 
neareRt relation to our purpoſe, 


SECT. 11, 


Herein Chniſtians are proved 

to be defign'd by our Savi- 
our to be Sociable in Religious matters, 
from his inſtitution of a Catholick 
Church. 

Having already prov'd , that *cis 
every Chriſtians obligation to be Socia- 
ble in Religious matters, from the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of Publick Worſhip in 
all Ages of Chriſtianity, and the great 
advantages which proceed from it: we 
come now to enforce this Doctrine of 
Sociableneſs in Religious performan- 
ces, with our Saviour's inſtitution of a 
Catholick Church, 

Now that Chriſt hath founded a 
Catholick Church, may be gather d 
from thoſe words of his, Upon this 

Þ 3 Rock 
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Rock will I build my Church, which can- 
not be expounded of any particular 
Church, without offering a diſparage- 
ment to him, and his Religion ; for 
we muſt ſuppoſe that which he calls 
his Church, to be a Church of the 
largeſt extent, ſuch a Church which 
may correſpond, for its greatneſs, and 
Dominion , with the many glorious 
Prophecies which are related in the old 
Teſtament concerning him and his 
Church. 

And theretore, as St. Paul argues, 
(namely becauſe there is one body, or 
one Catholick Church), Zpheſ. a.5,8, 
II, 12, 13. hen our Saviour aſcended 
1p on high, he gave ſome Apoſtles (who 
ordained Elders in every Church) and 
ſome Paſtors, and ſome Prophets, ans 
{ome Fvuanzeliſts, and Teachers, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the work of 
the Miniſtry, for the edifying of this 
Body of Chriſt, till we all come, &c. And 
21:7]. 15th, he.tells us that Chriſt is the 
head of it 5 which he brought as a mo- 
tive to unity. Now unity being the 
ehicf ligameat of Sociablenels, in uſing 

jt 
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it to induce them to unity, he did in 
efteCt inferr from thence their obligati- 
on to Sociableneſs. Thence he goes on 
in the ſame Chapter to ſhew the nece\- 
ſity of theſe Methods, till they were 
united in perfection to their Glorious 
Head. 

But we need not take much pains to 
prove this, ſince tis a great piece of 
Hypocrilie to deny it, in as much as 
we are all Baptiz'd into this Catholick 
Church ; for there is one Baptiſm, and 
we all profeſs to believe it, fo: *ris a di- 
tin&t Article of our Creed, and there- 
fore according to our.deſign we will 
only deduce two or three Practical In- 
ferences from it. 

t. Then we may inferr, That Gene- 
ral Councils are very agreeable with 
our Saviour's will, for his inſtitution 
of a Catholick Church recommends 
(if it were peſlible) an Univerſal Soci- 
ableneſs among all Chriſtians ; but 
ſince in this world we cannot foreſee, 
how ſuch a glorious ſight ſhould ever 
happen, it behoveth Chriſtians to con- 
trive, to come up the neareſt to ſuch 
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*n Univerſal Sociableneſs as they 


Can. 
Thus the Apoſtles and Elders aſſem- 


bled together at Zeruſalem, that they |; 


might compole a difference, which a- 
role in their time concerning the Con- 
verted Gentiles, ZZ. 15. In like man- 
ner, When the Chriſtian Religion be- 
gan to ſpread abroad in the world, and 
had the Emperour Coſftantine (and 0- 
ther Chriſtian Princes after him) for 


its Nurling Father ; Oecumenical and | q|; 
General Councils were gather'd toge- | 
ther ; for he Congregated a vaſt Sy- | 
nod from all paxts of Chriſtendom, even | 


the moſt diſtant; for that Gracious 


Emperor and the holy Fathers of all | 


National Churches, found the Govern- 
ment of the Eccleſiaſtical Polity, to be 


too heavy for the bare ſhoulders of | 


National Synods ; becauſe irregulari- 
ties creep inſenlibly , and very faſt in- 
to che beſt Eccleſiaſtical Conſtirutions, 
publick enemies impugning it from 
without, and private Hereſies infeſt- 
ing it within , their Cenſures were in 
danger of loſing their authority, and 


their 
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their Councils might be eaſily ſupplan- 
ted ; and wel! knowing, that private 
ambition, could not attain its deſigns 
in ſuch a vaſt Aſſembly, and that facti- 
on and prejudice would bluſh to ap- 
pear in fo Venerable a Preſence, as a 
Corona of the moſt Moderate, and Pru- 
dent, Grave and Eyperienc'd , Learn- 
ed and Pious Prelates muſt needs be ; 
who travel'd from their own Countries, 
that they might muſter up all the Sup- 
[plies which the united Councils and 
FPrayers of ſuch an llluſtrious Body 
Fcould contribute to the Peace of the 
| Church, by rightly marſhalling the 
External Diſcipline of it, Confirming 
the Orthodox Articles of the Chriſti- 
fan Faith, and ſetling the Oeconomy of 
| | thoſe indifferent things, which our Sa- 
| viour left to humane determination ; 
* | and which the perſecuted and haraſſed 
- | condition of the Apoſtles did not per- 
, | mit them to eſtabliſh by Legal San- 
| | tions. 
- | And therefore ſince the Providence 
| of God caus'd the neceſſity of ſuch 
| | Councils ; and ſince the diſſention of 


Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians even in indifferent things i} ca 
{o pernicious ; *'tis a Chriſtian's dutyl: th 
to ſubmit in ſuch caſes to their De h; 
crees, which under the Divine Con” th 
dud are the ſafeſt Rules to walk by, it 
they do not ſtep out of the bounds ol, 
their proper Province, and pretend ti} 
alter the Immutable Laws which Chriſt? gi 
and the Apoſtles (who were immedi? ſt 
ately inſpired by the Holy Spirit, whil? w 
is his Vice-Roy here after hisAſcenſion}}? th 
have Enacted. But why are we ſo tedi# th 
ous ? Next to the Divine Blefting, we 
owe the ſucceſsful growth of many} m 
Chriſtian Plantations to the care ol} a 

thoſe Counſels. | 
But if ſuch Learned and Great Met} $: 
have not reſted on their own Counſel} C 
in their Aﬀairs, how ſhould the illite! a 
rate ſecurely diſpatch the buſineſs oll tl 
edifying the Body of Chriſt, and {a 
v1ng their own precious Souls without! b 
conterring with one another ? for eve. $ 
ry man hath a ſoul to fave, and ſince} n 
Sociablenels is of ſuch great uſe to the} a 
higheſt orders and ranks of men in} +; 
the Church, ſurely it is a help which 
cannot; 
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| cannot be omitted by the Laity, when 
they have opportunity , unleſs they 
have a better opinion of themſelyes, 
l than thoſe who are far wiſer ; for they 
ſhould remember, that their Miniſters 
{are not omnipreſent,and cannot always 
2 be at their Elbow ; but if they would 
2 diſcourſe together of what their Pa- 
© ftors teach them, they would nail their 


| thereby, and carry themſelves like Bre- 
Zthren to one another; Brethren who 
; are fellow partakers of the ſame Com- 
 munion, members of the ſame Body, 
and the one Catholick Church, 
* 2, We may learn from our Bleſſed 
| Saviour's Inſtitution of a Catholick 
F Church, the danger of ſeparating from 
+ a National Church, which agrees with 
|} the Catholick Church. 
- Now any Church which injoyns the 
t! belief of no DoEQtrine, but what our 
-* Saviour and his Apoſtles promulg'd, 
may be very deſervedly reckon'd to be 
a Branch of the Catholick Church, 
hich our Saviour ordained, 
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And therefore ſince the Church 9 
England is ſuch, to ſeparate from her 
is in ſome reſpeQt to break Communi 
on with the Catholick Church. W here 
fore ſince our Saviour hath laid ſu 
ſtriQ obligations upon all his followe 
to hold together by an univerſal Socia 
bleneſs, we cannot but pity their con 
dition who tear in picces his ſeamle 
Coat, ſome by conſtantly itching afte: 
Innovations, and propoſing new Plat 
torms of Church-Government ; other 
by adulterating the pure DoArines 02. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles with new-tan® 
gied inventions of their own brains;\; 
{urely we cannot aſcribe ſuch humour} i 
and practices to the Catholick Spirit? 
Surely he cannot heat mens brains}. 
with ſuch Heterodox Phancies, and? 
Blaſphemous Whimſies, which puſh! * 
them on ſo violently to be Adrol 
of Faction, Sedition and Herelſie, which: 7 
embroil the Church and State with! 
endleſs feuds, groundlels jealouſies, and} , 
HelJiſh animolities. No, for certain, 
'tis their wiſdom no longer to foſter the} | 
of-iprings of their own paſſions, ge | 

and ' 
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and inconſtancy upon the Bleſſed Spirit 
of Peace and Meckneſs ; hencefor- 
ward let them exert his influence upon 
their minds by bringing forth fruits 
"worthy repentance, worthy that 
regenerating ſpirit, worthy of the wiſ- 
dom which cometh from above, by 
their peaceableneſs , gentleneſs, &c. 
Hand prove as eminent Inſtruments of 
thoſe Vertues, as they (may God open 
#their eyes and have mercy on them) 
Zhave been factors of contention, diſfo- 
*ciableneſs, tumult, and a ſelfiſh ſpirit 
in the world ; by perverting their 
neighbours with infetious Principles, 
'n = who otherwiſe would have walked in 
"the paths of peace. And that they may 
-not want motiyes to obey this honeſt 
J. 
b=s we earneſtly beg of them to 
= conſider, that when the Kingdoms of 
'*the whole World ſhall become the 
'| Kingdoms of our Lord Jeſus ; when 
| Fews and Gextiles ſhall all unanimouſly 
and gladly embrace the Chriſtian Faith; 
| when the eyes of the ignorant ſhall be 
| opend, and the molt obſtinate wills 
| Cbducs to the obedicnce of the Go- 


i ſpel, 
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ſpel, that then the Glory of the Catho- 
lick Church ſhall be encreas'd by the 
enlargement of its Dominion : Zh; 
the Lion ſhall lie down with the Lamb | 
then Unity and Sociableneſs ſhall ſway | 
a Victorious Scepter, and that by hoy)) - 
much the larger the Catholick Churct* 

rows, by ſo much the more gloriow? 
ſhe will be. And further, let them con” 
{1der,that a Catholick Charity will fitus 
for the bleſs'd ſtate of the Triumphany* 
Church, where the inſeparable amity;” 
and univerſal conſent of the Saints ren\ 
der their felicity compleat. 


The Sum of all is this, Separatial, | 
doth not become a Member of a Gap ; 
tholick Church, ſince one great reaſap | 
why it was inſtituted, was, that ChriÞ 
| 
| 
| 


ſtians might live in peace and unity,be| 
Soctable and Communicative. 
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# N the laſt Chapter it hath been 
” | prov'd, that Man is a Sociable 
* creature by nature, and that he is more 
oh peculiarly fitted by nature for Sociable- 
© neſs in Religious matters ; and likewiſe 
© that our Saviour and his Apoſtles alſo 
#7 have recommended this prattice, both 
* from the publick celebration of Divine 
= Worſhip, and the DoQrine of the 
In Holy Catholick Church. 
And now urely all men muſt ac- 
knowledge, that 'tis the intereſt and 
' wiſdom of men to employ their Socia- 
* bleneſs with great diligence in Religi- 
on, ſince 'tis that which ſuits moſtly 
with the dignity of humane nature ; 
that which can raiſc his ſoul to ſuch a 
noble greatneſs, as to fit it not only for 
the Society of Angels , but to have 
commerce with God himſelf, and to 
be inveſted with a Divine Nature, a 
nature like his, who is a perpetual 
| ſource of infinite ſatisfaction to — 
an 
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and thoſe who partake of his nature 


this never born and never dying nature; 
is the foundation and Pillar of all th 
happineſs which thoſe capacious ſpi, 
rits in Heaven can enjoy or gaſj 


alter. 

And ſince man is not only Heir « 
the Material and Viſible Creation, bu: 
allo of Spiritual Enjoyments ; for he 
made bur a little lower than rhe An 


gels ; and ſince that God who hat! 
ſtamped on him an impreſs of his ow: 
Image and likeneſs muſt cancel hy 


Hand and Seal, if he diſcourage th: 


humble endeavours of thoſe who ſtant” 
Candidates of Divine bliſs ; for whj 


did he breath into man an Immort; 
Soul, if he defign'd him for nothin 


but the felicity of a mortal ſtate ? Whj: 
did the Son of God aſſume the natur:” 
of Man, when thoſe rebellious Angel” 


never were comforted with the Bloot & 


of a JESUS, if 'tis a matter of dil 
pute, whether men can be eternal 
and ſpiritually happy ? What mear 
our ſoaring and {witt thoughts, whicl 


travel beyond the Clouds, thoſe fights 
gf 
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ev en 1n the croud of our Secular buſi- 
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of mind and aftetion , whereby we 

view God himſelf, and our Souls are 
diſſolv'd in unſeen raptures and ecſta- 
ies ? All thiſe tell us that we are ca- 
pable of commencing high degrees of 
Celeſtial bliſs, and arriving to a real 
Elfium, where with Angels we ſhall 
ſhare in that plenitude of all that is 
great and good, lovely and filling, 
which can never be exhauſted. But 
fince we are entercained with ſuch a 
Glorious proſpet, let us no longer 
wallow in the Lake of Senſe,and heaps 
of filth ; let this world be a wang tr in 
our indgments ; ; and let us by our loct- 
able, and all our other faculties, watch 
carefully, that the crafty miſts and tri- 
| fes of this life, and violent tide of 
: mean and worldly cares may not choke 
- our Seraphick inclinations; with all our 
* might let us purſue a Rational perfe- 
Aion, which is the whole of Man ; let 
us lay out as much of our time , 

thoughts, words and aftions as we can, 

upon the advancement of our internal 
peace and fatisfation. Nay, let us 
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neſs, manifeſt by the pious Interejacu- 
lations of our minds, holy eloquence, 
and the like, that we aſpire after a 
God-like happineſs, long for, and dote| 
upon the World and Kingdom of Rea-| 
on. 
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F 
ROM what hath been ſaid we} ; 
may clearly learn, that 'tis ow 1 
intereſt, and therefore our wiſdom toÞf ] 
take moſt care of our Rational part;Þ i 
but fince the Providence of God has x 
appointed man to eat his Bread withÞ t 
the ſweat of his brows, becauſe (till n 
he hath been purg'd from the drols fff ti 
his natural corruption ) unleſs he i} 
curb'd with fuch reſtraints, he would} 4; 
lie expoſed as a prey to all temptatiÞ m 
ons ; and ſince whilſt our Souls art} c 
encloyſtred within theſe priſons lf th 
earth, they can but juſt peep, as Debi 
tors out of a Grate, into yonder ſtate? ar 
of liberty ; and therefore to be conti| 
nually gaxing on ſpiritual rhings now|m 
would be uneaſic to them ; God foundIF« 
out] 
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| out thoſe Employments which are uſe-. 
| ful in ſome ceſpefs to man, and keep: 
* his Faculties from being idle in this. 
| ſtate of Probation. 
* SINCE the Caſe ſtands fo, we 
* ſay, between God and men's Souls, 
| 'tis impoſſible that all. our time ſhould: 
* be ſpent in the Exerciſes which have an 
! immediate Tendency to Divine things,. 
and conſequently, our ſociable Facul- 
ties cannot always be engaged in ſub-- 
lime and heavenly Offices ; therefore: 
in layiag down ſome DireCtions how we- 
may improve our natural Sociableneſs. 
to the nobleſt ends in Converſation, we:- 
muſt neceſſarily diſtinguiſh Converſa- 
| tion into Ordinary, and Extraordinary.. 
FIRST therefore, we ſhall treat of or- 
dinary ; by ordinary Converſation, we: 
mean our Converſation in ordinary and 
common days ; days, in which neither 
the Laws of God, the Church, or Chri- 
ſtian Princes have forbad ſecular Trades. 
tate} and Studies to be carried on. 
tr} NOW though ſuch are far more nu- 
ww merous than the Lord's Days,and ſacred 
undiFcftivals which are dedicated wholly 
Out G 2 >; 
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to his Service , and God hath been fo | 
liberal as to require but one day in ſe-F 
ven, ordinarily to be ſeparated to his 
Honour: Yet, lince the Salvation of 
our Souls is a Work of ſo great mo- 
ment and difficulty, he did not deſign 
that we {ſhould be ſo involyvd in our 
ſublunary Bulineſs, as quite to hinder 
our progreſs in Vertue and Religion. 

| FOR there is no perſon, who fol- 
lows a lawful Calling, but may ſo or- 
der the common Actions of Life, and 
his Our Converſation, as that they 
may be in ſome meaſure ſubſervient to 
the Glory of God, and his own im- 
provement in Holineſs, 

Bat ſince perſons Fortunes, Concerns, 
and Stations in the World are various, | 
and one man hath thoſe Opportunities 
which others have not ; upon this Ac- 
count, they may improve Converſz 
tion ſeveral ways, according to their 
different Circumſtances, therefore well 
make a Diſtinction in treating of ſome 
methods whereby men may improv: 
ordinary Converſation. 
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FOR to inſtance in particular States 


| of Life; men of noble Extraftion, De- 


ſcent,and a plentiful Eftate, would reap 
a great deal of morality from beſtow- 
ing ſome of the time, which they allow 
themſelves for Converſation, in Courts 
of Judicature, if they would make 
ſome Refletions upon Occurrences 
there. 

WHEN they ſee a Caſe fairly de- 
cided, and all fſubtil Sophiſtries and 
knaviſh Tricks of the Law diſcounte- 
nanced, deſpiſed and hooted at, the 
Judge and Counſellors applauded for 
dividing Juſtice equally and carefully, 
and preſerving the Laws of the Land, 
they will be enamoured with an Aﬀe- 


| Aion for Juſtice ; they will count it an 
| Honour to obſerve what is right, and 
*F deduce ſuch thoughts as theſe; that 


the Judgment of God Is far more ac- 
curate; and that his Mercy will not 
bribe his Juſtice ro pardon at the laſt 
impenitent Sinners , though he con- 
nives at them for a while; and that 
the Laws of Heaven being far 


' more exact and lacred than the 


G 3 Laws 
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Laws of Men, deſerve a far ſtricter O- | 


'bedience. 
AGAIN, when he ſees a Family 


which is too much given to Contention | 
and Law-Suits, caſt, he learns from F 
their Overthrow the Danger of Liti- Þ 

jouſneſs, which makes him to bear | 
ſome ſmall Loſſes for the fake of be. | 
loved Peace; and not rack his mind | 
with the doubtful and tedious Ha- | 
Tangues of the Barr, as thoſe miſerable Þ 
Wranglers do: When- he ſees the} 
Friendleſs hal'd into Court by brib'd | 
Officers, and overthrown through the | 
Perjuries of ſuborned Witneſſes, where þ 
Harpies hid under the Cloak of Juſtice | 


ſtrip him of all his worldly Goods 


and Comforts : Such a ſight as this | 
melts him into Compaſſion , moves | 
him to vindicate the Innocent, and | 


Teſcue the Helpleſs from the Jaws of 
the Lyon. 

FURTHER, the obſerving how 
tickliſh Caſes many times are, will 
move him, when any of his Neigh- 
bours quarrel and threaten to ſue one 


another for petty or no Occaſions, to 
be 
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| be an Embaſſador of Peace in God's 
' ſtead to them),by adjuſting their rights, 
* and compoling the difference which 
| thoſe who frequent places wherein Ca- 
| ſes are try'd may have skill and au- 
* thority enough to do ; by this means 
* he will obtain the blefling of Peace- 
makers, who ſhall ſee God : Nay,beſides, 
| this will incite him to forgive his 
: debtors, who are induſtrious, but not 
| able to repay him. 

* MOREOVER, Gentlemen, may 
* very handſomely diſpenſe ſometime, in 
| viſiting the fatherleſs and widows in 
| their affliction. This will be an effeQtu- 
| al method to keep them ur(potted from 
the world ; this will teach them or to 
truft in nncertain riches ; not to make 
| canker'd Gold, and moth-eaten Gar- 
ments their darlings , and the Idols of 
their hearts ; for certainly they muſt 
be more forcibly wean'd from the love 
of the world, and covetous deſires, by 
ſeeing the private tears of the Deſolate 
and her Orphaxs, than by hearing the 
moſt Tragical relations of their miſe. 
ries; this cannot but. convince them 
G 4 that 
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that a proſperous ſtate is very ſlippery, 
and not to be reſted in; a frequent 
view of others calamities, will mind 
them that calamities may be their own 
lot; and therefore they will make friend; 
to themſelves of the Mammon of unrig 
teouſnefs, by their Liberality, and wile 
ly repoſe for themſelves treaſures i 
the prayers of the needy ; for nothine 
1s ſo Rhetorical an argument for Bene 
ficence, as frequent and freſh Ideas d 
the forlorn condition of others ; but 
beſides, the making Perſonal viſits to 
the Indigent, will grace their bouny 
with a lovly condeicenſion,and tiil rhen® 
with the fatisfattion of having diſpoſe} 
their charity prudently on fit objeQsÞ 
Indeed, 'twould be an endleſs task ti} 
mention all the bleſſed fruits of ſuchÞ 
practices as theſe ; the ſmiling refle} 
Ctions of their Conſciences will be if 
reward, Oh ! how will Gentlemeql 
who take theſe courles, when they are} er 
in company together, congratulate one} of 
another, and praiſe their God for en-| tc 
riching them with a large eſtate, and} p' 
appointing them heirs of a larger 
| heart'} , 
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heart? Oh ! how joyfully will theſe 
faithful Stewards of Heaven's bounty , 
Almoners of the King of Kings, think 
that they have conferr'd the abundance 
of their wealth upon the Poor, when 
others have {quander'd and conſum'd 
rich Patrimonies upon their Extrava- 
gancies and luſts ? How will they with 
delight acknowledge, that 'tis more plea- 
ſant to give than to receive ! How will 
it rejoyce them to ſee the Harmony and 
Peace continue, of which they were 
the chief Inſtruments ? But 'tis high 
time to crave their pardon for detain- 
® ing them ſo long, ſince *rwould be an 
Z unpardonable affront for us to think 
= them ſo ſottiſh, as to want entreaty to 
Et do that which ſuits their CharaQter 
E here, and will capacitate them to ſtand 
Þ Rivals of bliſs and glory with Angels 
| hereafter. 

| And now it may not be inconveni- 
+ ent in the next place, to advile perſons 
= of Birth and Figure, for the moſt part 
| to admit thoſe who are ſincere and 
| plain, into their Converſation. 
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NOTHING hath prov'd of more 
fatal conſequences, than the perniciow| 
communications of thoſe whiſpering | 
Courtiers, who apply themſelves tf 
the ſtudy of Flattery and Diſſimulati-F 
on $ who by their formal back-biringy, 


and malicious inſinuations, are always 


plotting, how they may worm out 
others who mean well, and skrew|F 
themſelves into favour. Thoſe whoF 
love to breed Mutinies, unhinge theF 
Government , blot out our Laws, andF 
extirpate that little peace and unity 
which is among us ; thoſe in a word, 
who continually arc ſ{yringing factiousF 
Principles into their Companions ears, 
till by degrees they get rooted in their | 
minds : Therefore lince nothing can} 


be a greater Ornament to the Scutche- 
on of a Gentleman, than an untaiated 
Loyalty, a publick Spirit, and tender 
regard for the peace of the Kingdom, 
we exhort all perlons of Quality , to 
look upon the open and undeſigning 
the molt eligible Companions ; ſuch, 
whoſe heads do not ſwell with veno- 
mous Counſlels, nor with new Scenes 
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| of change ; whoſe tongues do not-drop 


ſecret Libels , and rebellious murmur- 


| ings ; and onthe other hand, let them 
| ſhun thoſe turbulent Crafts-men, who 
| under the pretence of Courteſie and 
Civility, cokes the unwary into trea- 
| cherous Aſſociations, and undermine 


Þ our liberty, by winning by ſuch ways 


| Proſelytes of Sedition ; which deſigns 
* if you would marr, ye muſt beware of 


| wolves which walk about in ſheeps- 


| clothing. It came into our minds the 
rather to give this caution , becauſe fo 
| many Gentlemen have Offices in the 
| Court, and are Members of Parlia- 
- ment ; and therefore their fidelity to 


the King (to ſpeak humanely) is a mat- 


' ter of no ſmall dependence ; State- 


affairs being more properly their Pro- 
vince, than belonging to the ſhallow 
heads of vulgar and pragmarical peo 
ple ; who mind things too bizh for them 
which hurtful humour that it may be 
quell'd, as well as others, - we modettly 
beg leave to addreſs our ſelves without 
offence, to that branch of Gentry in 


our Kingdom who arz Magiſtrates. 


OUR 
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OUR requeſt to thoſe is, that i 
their Court-Afſemblies , and other op 
portune ſeaſons, they would conſul 
together, and ſpur on one another tt 
a more vigorous execution of tho: 
Laws, which are Enatted againſt th: 
reigning Vices of the Age. By cor 
ferring together, they will be enliven! 
with a more Heroick courage againk 
the impudence and horrid enormitie 
of too many,who ſend up a Challeng: 
to the Divine Juſtice, by their Bla 
phemous Oaths and Curſes z wh 
mock and flout his terrible Thundsy 
with whole Vollies of Atheiſtical exF 
preflions, denying his Being, and rid 
culing his Providence. Others indeetÞ 
there are, who don't (it Preſidents of 
Atheiſm iz Cathedra, tut neverthele 
call God to be Umpire in the Diſpute 
and Quarrels which {ſpring from thei 


3 


\ 
Paſſions and Debaucheries ; who Su © 
F 


b 


pzna the Divine Preſence, to atteliff | 

their fooliſh vanities, if not their falþ * 

ſhoods. Many others there are, who < 

by their ſmooth ſorceries, and eloquent ' 

Chymiſtry have turn'd the Trouy | 
1 
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od into a lye, broach'd Doftrines 
which imply him to be an accepter of 
perſons, to encourage wickedneſs, and 
Frob the Bleſſed Jeſus of his Divinity. 
K Others there are, who too plainly dif- 
cover their tnward aſſent to ſuch Im- 
poſtures , by ſhrowding the moſt infa- 
Mmous vices under the meer profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity , ſuch as Lying, Drun- 
| kenneſs, Whoring, Sabbath-breaking, 
Rand the like. All theſe openly defie 
{Þ the zeal of the illuſtrious Princes which 
fill the Z-gliſþ Throne (who have pro- 
© claim d penalties againſt them Jas if they 
! held the ſword in vaiy. 
EF WHEREFORE, Gentlemen, we 
earneſtly intreat you by the honour of 
! God, the Majeity and Merits of our 
© Princes,the authority of our Laws, and 
| the reputation of your own integrity, 
| When you converſe together , whilſt 
| our Gracious and Sacred King is dil- 
of playing his Victorious Arms abroad, 
F that you would by provoking one an- 
;þ, other to an aQive zeal, be invigorated 
| more watchfully to inſpe& , and man- 
F fully to ſubdue thoſe Domeſtick Ene- 
mies, 
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mies, which like Vipers gnaw the Bo-{ Pa 
wels of our Nation : That the many| wl 
Excellent Sermons and Admonaitions | ing 
of our diligent Miniſters from the Pul-| or 
pit may prove no longer ineffeQu1}; | he! 
and the Interceſſions of the Righteous, | abi 
by reaſon of ſuch clamorous wicked: | we 
neſs, and your neglefting to do what | ful 
lies in your power, ſave none but their | lib 
own Souls. thi 

T O diſmiſs this Inſtance, Gentle | an 
men may aſſure themſelves , fince} tin 
they have ſuch fair opportunities off Wc 
doing ſo much good, that they are na vt 
deſign'd for an idle and ofcitanÞpo 
life. Ar 

BUT there are others, who mayÞ{l 
advantage one another very much indi 
ordinary converſation to whom weſjto 
ſhall apply our ſelves freely,being thoſe ge 
of our own rank, namely Scholars, andÞjo 
young Students in the Univerſity z for Jil 


we can by no means forbear to putſith 
them in mind, of what a ſpecial bleſ-ot 
ſing the kiad Providence of God hath {c: 
oblig'd them with, by turning them w 
looſe into the green and flouriſhing Bo 
Paſtures 
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| Paſtures of Knowledge , that Paradiſe 
| which abounds with all ſorts of Learn- 
ling ; which is either requiſite for uſe 
| or ornament ; now that they may never 
| hear a dire ſentence paſs'd upon them for 
abuſing ſuch an ' extraordinary favour ; 
| we exhort them,as they prize the hope- 
| ful proſpeCt of their careful Parents, or 
| liberal Patrons, the goodly promiſes of 

their budding years, their credit here, 
.$and the comfortable account of their 
{time and talents hereafter, that they 
would never give way to idleneſs , 
which | gives an edpe to all the wea- 
pons of the Devil, and our own lufſts. 
And therefore when they ailow them- 
ſelves relaxation from their Cloſer-ſty- 
dies, 'twill be their prudenteſt method 
ito frequent the company of the dili- 
{gent ; for by obſerving the fruitfulneſs 
of their converſation, and often hear- 
Sing the wiſe diſcourſes which fall from 
their lips on all occafions, like ſhowers 
of Manna from Heaven in times of 
ſcarcity, they will admire the diligence 
which God bleſſes , 8nd will ſtrive to 

copy out the worthy examples of "= 
who 
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who ſeek wiſdom with all their might,ani 
with their getting get underitanding, 
who wait for her early in the morning 
and wakefully attend her viſits 1n the 


evening z thus they will be furnilad 


with the prudence which is neceflar 
for thoſe who would lead a fober lite, 
tar excelling the worldly wiſdom,whic 
only is got by ſuch; who cloy them 
ſelves with the vanities of the Stage, 


and bad converſation z this will keep 
them trom a loitering lite, being kf 
viſh of.years, and from being berrayf 


ed into the ſnares of thoſe privy coun 


ſellors. of lewdneſs , and Sophilters, of 


Hell, who ſacrifice their wit, {trengy, 
and time to Drunkenneſs and unſeem 
ly Cuitoms. Alas / who would hay: 
thought that in ſpight of the inſpect 
on of the Reverend Heads of- the Uni 
verlity, that Vice would ever have al 


ſum'd the face of authority there, and 
be honour'd with the Patronage ,0 
Scholars. But we are not now under 
taking to ſpeak any thing to thoſe whi 
are already corrupted by aſſociating 
themſelves to a Clan of young Do 

CIIEE 
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been (commonly ſtiled the Red-Zycn 
College) who deſign only at their 
Meetings to detend and patronize all 
manner of Vice, which 1s a prattice 
ſo notorious and abominable , that it 
will never gain the honour of a ſmile 
from the numerous train of ker more 
hopeful Sons, who now begin to joyn 
their forces, that they may pluck down 
the ſtrong holds of vicious Combina- 


tions, and trample their deſigns under 
| their feet ; which worthy attempt en- 


courag'd by the Prayers of good Chri- 
ſtians, 1s very likely to ſucceed ; ſo 
that ſhe may now more deſervedly be 
call'd the Gates of Heaven, than as ſhe 
hath by too many, for the ſake of lewd 
Students, been branded with the ig- 
nominious name of the Ports of Hell ; 
which ſcandal hath been chiefly owing 
to ſome Parents, and Guardians, who 
ſend their Children thither, without a 


| competent ſtock of Education or ?ru- 


dence, which makes them contempt1- 
ble in the eyes of thoſe who exceed 


ingþ them in Learning and Judgment, and 


al 


166 


forces them through deſpair to herd 
H with 
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with lewd men of the Town ; and thus 
they attain never higher than the cre- 
dit of wearing a deſpiſed and upbrai. 
ding Gown ; and becauſe the courteſie 
and clemency of their Tutors and Go 
vernours, {till cheriſh hopes of their 
Reformation, and are not willing to 
tally to fruſtrate the care of their Px 
rents (who perhaps have ſtrain'd above 
their capacity to maintain them there) 
pleads with them not utterly to reje( 
them. The honour of the Univerſity is 
blacken'd with the calumny of {ſelling 
Degrees. The reaſon why we hav 
toucht upon this Subject was to vind 
cate the Univerlity of Cambridge, and 


to counſel thoſe who delight in railing 


to make a diſtinction between the fey 
who are diſorderly there, and thok 
who carry themſelves modeſtly, and 


ſtudiouſly, who if they hold on to theif 
lives end , will have reaſon never to 


name the place without reverence; 
and further , that we might forewarn 
thole who are preparing for the Uni 
verlity, not to be over-haſty , but t 
arm themſelyes before hand with goot 

Lite 


5 on DD” Gs 7 CY DS -. —— 


M_— 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. gg 
Literature, and Counſel, that they may 
know how to reſiſt the firſt allurements 
of idle company , and that we may 
procure a kinder entertainment with 
them for the advice of ſtriking ac- 
quaintance with rhe diligent , becauſe 
they are the moſt excellent and uſeful 
to the world, and the moſt madeſt 
and humble. Profane perſons if 
they are a little witty, an Air of pride 
and vanity, and inſolency runs through 
all their thoughts and aCtions, but the 
ſober and induſtrious, whatever their 
abilities are, never over-value them- 
ſclves for them ; for ſtudious perſons 
cannot but lead a contemplative life, 
and thoſe who ule to think, cannot 
eſcape ſuch notions as theſe ; that they 
are men , what they have firſt came 
trom God, that pride maketh men un- 


| ruly, and that without a principle of 
| humilicy, Knowledge is but 4 rizkling 


| Cz--bal, and that if it be not ſanCtified, 


it hinders a Religious ſenſe of God, 
which highly promotes our Spiritual 
intereſt ; but now the frequent recep- 
tion of ſuch thoughts, will not permit 

H 2 Scholars 
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Scholars .to throw away the fruits of 
their diligence upon ſuch ſneaking 
ends as pride, vain-glory, &c. they 
prompt the diligent to do a great deal 
of good without noiſe. And even with- 
out their own knowledge, and a vaun- 
ting remembrance of it, they convey 
unknown kindnefſes to many , who 
judge them to be fools and drones, and 
if ever high opinions of themſelves be- 
gin to ſteal upon them unawares, their 
gencrous intentions quickly get the 
upper-hand over them. So that if hu- 
mility is a comely vertue, as the worlt 
of men cannot but confeſs,the Compa- 
ny of the diligent is in this reſpect ule- 
ful, becauſe it inſtilts principles of mo- 
deſty and lowlineſs into thoſe , who 
are aſſociates with them. 

BUT there isanother motive (till be- 
hind which ſhall be our laſt, whereby 
we ſhall demonſtrate the benefit of di- 
lIigent Companions, and that 1s the 
Gratitude of the diligent, for the dilti- 
gence of a Scholar is an act of Gratt- 
tude; it chears the heart of his Parents, 


and anſwers the Liberality of his Bene- 
tactors- 


a, % 


he ——_—_ —__ 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 101 
factors. But this 1s not all ; for he loves 
to acknowledge and give thanks for the 
Providence and Benignity by which he 
ſubliſts ; the diligent are nor like thoſe 
who abuſe and conceal the Indulgence 
of their friends, to whom they are in- 
debted for their opportunity of impro- 
ving themſelves. This is no cenſure : 
for "tis not a Miracle to ſee that they 
who neglect their proper duties of life, 
and make. no remarks upon Divine 
Providence , ſhould be ungrateful to 
men ; which Vice though it is very 
much in faſhion now, yet the Perſians 
according to their Laws (it we may 
believe Xezophoy who ſome where 
takes notice of it) puniſht Ingratitude 
leverely ,* for ey » Aer?) 3 bn 

looked upon ungrate- gz, 4arurins xa} 
© ful people to have no #Y & y1o5: Mundy 


cc «  bou {4& yep amodt- 

regard for God, their 5 nfs 

" Parents, Country Or Te 0) LONGQEOIL,N, Tv- 

«© Friends ; for why ? 7 i292p4s; olovrau 3 

: : Tus &apires,x; apt 

© Ingratitude is the 5 2 wane due- 

* next ſtept to Impu- o5txav, % wi 20- 

ve25, ty meTpIos, X 

GiAus, £7wo% 1) dbkel Wang TH d 951d. N &veags- 
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x dence, which all men abhor in any but 

* themſelves. Therefore 'tis the beſt 
way for Scholars (who would not fall 
{hort of the Publicens, who as our Sa- 
viour tells us, Do good to thoſe who do 
good to them) to be crateful, and for 
that end, to converie with the dili- 
gent. 

BUT we will paſs on to men of Com» 
merce and Trade. 

THE beſt DireQtions we delire them 
to accept from us are thele: To keep 
Company wit ju!t and honeit dealers, 
that by fixing ... © e5 frequently up- 
on their uprights;©'; 424 iategrity,they 


may be won to lov: ir themſelves, and | 


ſcorn the baſe practices of perjury, ly: 
ing, equivocating, and all thoſe un- 
warrantable and forbiaden baits, with 
which men { for a little ſordid gain, 
that they may be cautious in making 
Promiſes, - and nunttual in making 
them good if they can ; plain and free 
from tricks, jatric2cies, ' diſhoneſt win- 
dings about, aad reſerves in their con- 
tracts; in all theſe reſpeQs, they will 


greatly accommodate themſelves , by 
rc: 
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reſorting to the company of the equi- 


table : Moreover this cuſtom will con- 
vince them, that though the multitude 
is unjuſt, though Knavery and immo- 
derate gain is popular , there are ſome 
who fear God, and regard maps, ſubmit 
to Conſcience, fulfill the Law, and 0- 
bey the Prophets : In a word, who 
walk by the B.oyal and Chriſtian Rule, 
of doing to others, as they would that men 
ſhould do unto them: Nay further, by 


holding correſpondence with the honeſt 


and equitable, they will be inſtructed 
and wrought upon to diſcharge their 
truſts as 1t becomes them to their ſer- 
vants, and not ſo imperjouſly to Mono- 
polize their ſervice to themſelves, as to 
deprive them of convenient ſeaſons, of 
ſerving according to their duty , their 
better Maſter inHeaven:For Tradeſmen, 
and other labouring bulie perſons, who 
are equitable and calm, are not fo in- 
tangled with an uneaſlie anxiety for the 
periſhing goods of this life, as to be 
always over-burdening the weak ſhoul- 
ders of their Apprentices, as ſome un- 
humane Maſters do, who uſe their ſer- 
H 4 vants 
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vants as Aahometans do their Slaves : 
whoſe Shops are Galleys; but alas ! 
how unreaſonable are ſuch uſages ? for 
ſince the Beaſts of the field are allow'd 
times of reſt and ceſſation, how can 
any one think it fitting, that thoſe why 
partake of their own nature, though 
their ſervants, yet free iz2 Chriſt, ſhould 
be cruſht with an inceſſant yoke ? but 
4ll men having ſuch clear notions of 
juſtice and injuſtice ; how lovely the 
one 1s, and how odious the other, and 
eaſily making a diſtintion between 
them both in the caſe before us, and 
moſt others. Tis a needleſstask to write 
Encomiums upon Juſtice, for ſhe is 


her own Encomium;3Il commend Pro» | 


bity, but alas! few practiſe it. 
Probitas laudatur &F alget. 


*Tis the Practice which is moſt wan- 
ting, and which would (till recommend 
it more. Aſſociate therefore with thoſe 
who praCtiſe it, and {o you will grow 
Proficients in the praQtice of it your 
{elves. 


SINCE 


— 
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SINCE we have proceeded {o 
far, we muſt not forget in the next 
| place, to find out ſome proper Com- 
pany for the Poor, and thoſe whoare 
n a ſervile* Condition. Your Refuge and 
beſt Improvement will be had in the 
ſmall number of the Grateful and Con- 
tented, the Meek and Humble ; here- 
by your Eyes may ſo affect your heart, 
as to engraft in your Souls thoſe Ver- 
tues, which all thoſe who are in your 
Circumſtances ought be qualified with 
more eſpecially, by obſerving their po- 
verty of Spirit, their orderly and be- 
coming Carriage , their Indifferency 
for tranſitory Proſperity, their chear- 
jul and humble Acknowledgments 
of the Divine diſpenſations, and the 
Beneficence of their earthly Maſters or 
other Friends; you cannot but diſcern 
ſomething of your own Defects herein, 
and muſt be enforc'd by ſuch Examples 
(if the principle of Reaſon reigns in 
you) with a zealous Emulation (ina(- 
much as you are inas goud a Capacity 
35 your Neighbours) to ſer upon the 
Practice 
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Practice of what is praiſe-worthy in 
them. 


C0 


— 


{ib 


THERE is no need, we think, ofJOt 


inſtancing in more , ſince there are 
{carce any Perſons (whom we dare 
preſume to dire) that may not be re 
duced to one of theſe Heads. 
THEREFORE from the whol; 
we may draw this Inference, That 'ti 
convenient for all men, for the moſt 
part, to be ſociable with thoſe of their 
own Rank, Profeſſion and Circumſtan 
ces, (provided, as has been before dil. 
courled of, that they are the molt ex: 
emplary for Vertue and Honeſty) for 
though there are no Vertues, which al 
perlons,lettheir condition be what itwil 
may not have Occaſion to exerciſe ſome 
tunes, yet, there are ſome particular 
Vices, which men are by their Cir. 


cumſtances more ordinarily in Dange| 


of being inſnared in, and alſo Vertues 
which our various ſtates of Life do 
more eſpecially oblige us to be well 
grounded and advanc:Jin; wherefore 
Chriſtians,who ar« «ot the ſame Vocati- 
on,and ſume wzy equal,being more hr 
ible 
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n | 
ible of one anothers peculiar Dangers, 


Obligations and proper Duties which 


are incumbent upon them 1n that ſtate 
of Life which God | hath called them 
to, cannot but moſt advantage one ano- 
ther in Converſation, they cannot fo 
aalily lead one another into Errour, or 
impoſe upon one another, or ſpeak 
what they diſcourſe of coldly and indif- 
ferently, or interfere with other peo- 
ples Aﬀairs; becauſe they are, *tis 


| \uppoſed, expert and moſt ready at 


the moſt Chriſtian Diſcourſes concer- 
ning the Duties appertaining to and 
which, when put in action, are the 


| oreateft Ornament of) their Aﬀairs. 


BUT though hereby we condemn 


thoſe, who care not how idly they 
Flive and negleful of their Concerns 
Fifthey do but converſe with their Bet- 


ters; yet we do not tye perſons ſo faſt 
to the Company of their Equals, as 
that they ſhould refuſe, when occaſi- 
on offers it {elf, caſually to converſe 
with thoſe who differ in worldly rela 
tions from them ; lince there are Sub- 
ets which are equally ſuitable for all 
men 
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men of any condition of life to diſfſkys 
courſe of, rather than their time ſhoulFrie! 
be loſt : Such as our own defects, thin o! 
good examples of others , the beau t 
tul ſtructure of this viſible frame dt © 
things, a future 'Judgment, the neceſen! 
ſity of a good inclination 1n all our unogs 
dertakings, the vaſt capicities of oufſiip 
Immortal Souls, the impartial troke ſun 
death, and the like. ore; 

NOW there are ſeveral advantageſpie 
which will attend this method of conf*p 
verſation. - [part 

FOR firſt, by choſing good Comer 
panions ſuitable to their temper andſpro 
Diſpoſition, Age and Circumſtances ſhe 
and pitching upon ſome Moral Ver-Fll 
tues on ordinary days, as fit TopicksP0o 
of diſcourſe, men may with great fa-PÞr 
tisfaQtion methodically recolle& the 
chief tenour of their words every night;Þu! 
whereas thoſe who are neither choiceÞo! 
of their Companions, nor Words, can- 
not talk fo freely or well , and are at an 
los, it they go to examine what good ro 
they have got by Converſation. 


2, THIS 
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2- THIS method of Converſation 
Y:ys the ſureſt foundations of a laſting 
nend{hip : Equals take moſt delight 
n one anothers Company ; they have 
0 temptation to flatter, or be afraid 
&f one another, and if they are emi- 
Fently vercuous 1n their proper Call- 
ngs,their bands of honefty and friend- 
ip will prove indiſfoluble, which no- 
Bling but death can looſe. But what a 
preat bleſſing the fidelity of Friends is, 
he comforts attending it ſufficiently 
Explain ; on the contrary, they that are 
artners in wickedneſs and vanity, ad- 
here to their Friendſhip , whilſt it im- 
proves their worldly Intereſt ; but Jet 
the Scene change, and their kindneſs 
Þalls to the ground : For indeed how 
Should men who are reſtrained by no 
-Principles do otherwile ? 

| 3. THIS method is very advantage- 
us, becauſe it prevents two great Cr- 
ors in ordinary Converſation. 

FOR, 1. when men are engag'd 
fin fuch diſcourſe as this, there 1s no 
 froom left for yain ard icle chat ; their 
tongues 
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tongues do not run at random abou |, 
Bulls and Butter-flies z our Neighbour ;- 
credit is ſecur'd ; clamor, immoderat 
laughter,obſcenity and profaneneſs find 
no admiſſion. 

2. SPEAKING of Duties relatin 
to our Vocation in the World , keep 
eth us from running into another er 
ror, namely diſcourling of the mol 
ſublime truths of Chriſtianity , whe 
we are not in a fit temper ; for ſons 
people think rhat theſe are unfeaſon: 
ble at no times becauſe they are goo 
and heavenly ; forgetting that for tl 
ſame reaſon,they ſhould never be merff (Qr 
tioned, unleſs at ſuch times when wg anc 
can entertain them with ſuch degre ;nc 
of affection, and reverence, as are uf gy 
table to the greatneſs of their natureJ ab 
for to ſpeak raſhly and awkardly of ? 
Tetus Chriſt, though with a good inf my 
tention, is perhaps more offenſive tÞ;ye 
God and dangerous tor us { it bringinJcer 
a habit of making his Sacred and Rev 99, 
rend Name too common) than manf}jye 
are aware of ; and therefore it ought {eq 
very ſeldom to be introduc'd into ord gay 

nar, 
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nary Converſation, when we are apt 
to be too earneſtly intent upon our Se- 
cular buſineſs ; therefore Moral Duties 
are the propereſt ſubjects for us to con- 
terr about in ordinary converſation ; 
theſe we can better uſher into compa- 
ny, if ſome ſhould happen to be bad 
without running the risk of being 
laught at for Enthuſiaſts ; and beſides, 
Moral Vertues are the Cardinal ones in 
the conduct of our humane and com- 
mon life, and thoſe which are molt 
practicable in ordinary Converſation, 
and prepare the way(with God's grace, 
tor which we muſt pray frequently 


J and earneſtly) for the more Heavenly 
J and Chriſtian Vertues ; for they make 


) 


our Prayers for them the more accep- 
table. 


'TIS undoubtedly true , that we 
muſt be good Citizens and civil, before 


we can be good Chriſtians; the pre- 
1 cepts of Moſes, and Solomon, are Pro- 


c 
1} 
I 


l 


l2gues which muſt be rehearſed in our 
lives, before we can act our Part per- 
tettly in theGloriousScene of ourBleſſed 
Saviour's Life, Death, Relurrettion, 

Alcenſion, 
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Aſcenſion, with the deſcent of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and the bleſſed influences, 
which, if rightly peruſed, they have 
upon our minds and prattice. 


SECT. UW. 


Q HEWING what Qualifications 
2 are neceſſary for thole who would 
rightly manage Ordinary Converſe 
Flop. 

WHAT hath been deliver'd concern- 
ing the management of ordinary Con 
verſation, we truſt it candidly weigh 
au be acknowledg'd to be very ule 

ul. 

BUT ſince befure we can be dexte 
rous, and accompliſh'd Maſters of thi 
or any other good Arts, we mult be 
throughly inſftruted in, and qualihed 
with the means of attajning to, a right 
management of it , 'tis requiſite to ad- 
join ſome Rules, whereby we may fit 
our ſelves for ordinary Converls 
tion. 

NOW. thoſe who would be prequals 
fy'd for a ſucceſsful management of 

ordinary 
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ordinary Converſation , muſt not be 
buſie bodies ; they mult' not too nar- 
rowly pry into- the affairs of their 
Neighbours , for this wall keep them 
from minding diligently the proper of- 
fices of that ſtate of life which they 
are ſeated in. They that take pleaſure 
in prompting others , will be apt to 
make foul blunders in their own aCtt- 
ons; for 'tis a- common and true obſer- 
vation, I hat they who are fo critical in 
things which they have no Tight to 
finger, are meer bunglers at their own 
bulineſs. But we dare not detain the 
Reader too long with this caution, leſt 
he ſhould ſuſpe&t us to tax him with 
Pragmaticalneſs. 

2. W E fhould not lean too much 
upon our own thoughts, but we ſhould 
alſo add to our Hive the many choice 
flowers which we may pick out of the 
Proverbs of Solomon , and other Wri- 
tings, the five Books of MZofes, and 
the Son of Syrach ; which if they are 
treaſur'd in the heart and memory, will 
enrich vs with a plentiful proviſion of 
Moral knowledge. Here rich men are 

[ dehor- 
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dehorted from Covetouſneſs, Oppreſ. 
ſion, Litigiouſneſs, Pride; and Magi- 
ſtrates from Bribery, Partiality, and 
Daſtardhneſs z Poor men from fraud, 
violence, diſcontentedneſs and ingra- 
titude ; Scholars from ſelt-conceited- 
neſs, idleneſs, and the like. 

THOSE of them who have been 
educated in Learning may alſo take the 
pains to read Hierocles , Zully's Offices, 
Sextizs, Tome of Tſocrates, the Lives of 
Diogenes Laertins, tome Satyrs of Fuve- 
nal and Perſius, and other uſetul Wri- 
ters of the Heathens which they can: 
not want Information of. For, to pals 
by at preſent many advantages the ru- 
minating on the Labours of the beſt 
Guides of Nature brings forth , this 
one 1s a great inducement, That it helps 
us with a more tranſporting ecſtaſie to 
admire the. bright Revelation of the 
Goſpel, when we ſee how the moſt 
Glorious Luminaries of Nature are 
Eclipſed, and hide their heads at the 
appearance of the Sun of Righteoul: 
neſs. 


3. THEY 
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3. THEY muſt be well Diſciplin 
in the Government of the Tongue,wha 
would rightly manage Ordinary Con- 
verſation. *Tis a neat and excellent ob- 
ſervation of the Apoſtle St. Fames,7hat 
we put Bits into the horſes months, that 
they may obey us, and ſo we turn about 
their whole bodies as we pleaſe , as alſo, 
that the Ships though they are big and 
ariven by fierce winds , are turn'd about 
as che povernour wills with a ſmall helm, 
Fam. 3. 4, 5. So our Tongue is the 
Pilot of the whole man in Converſa- 
tion ; which unleſs the eyes of our 
Underſtandings are waketul, will mil- 
carry 3 Which ſpoils all the good of 
Converſation, bur a wholeſome and well 
ſeaſon'd tomone is a tree of Life. Our 
delign in this place 1s not to enumerate 
all the flips of the Tongue, or to fore- 
warn you againſt the grofler abules of 
tluch as Lying,Cenſoriouſneſs, Treas'- 
nous Speeches, obſcene and profane 
Conferences, trifling Diſputes, and 
the like ; thee are ſuch palpable fol- 
lies, that though many are guilty of 
tnem, yet it cannot be for want of 

[3 being 
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being forewarn'd againſt them ; be- 
cauſe our- natural Conſcience is angry 
enough with fuch practices, if admo- 
nitions had power enough to break us 

of them. | 
BUT however, we cannot omit to 
point out ſome faults, which very of- 
ten are glibly ſwallow'd down by ſo- 
ber perſons in Converſation ; which 
nevertheleſs are very pernicious; as 
for inſtance [Flattery,] a Vice which 
tickles our cars, and makes our fan- 
cies wanton , minifters to pride the 
conſtant fore-runner of all evils, rather 
than the improvement of thoſe that 
hear it ; it hinders the performange of 
the beſt Offices of Friends, namely wiſe 
and ſeaſonable reproofs: We are {6 
afraid of forteiting the favour of our 
Friend , that we many times rather 
chuſe ro ſee him periſh in his follies 
than awaken him out of a dangerous 
ſtate by exciting his Conſcience ; and 
if we preſent him with ſome delicate 
diſhes of Diſcourſe, we never ſeaſon 
them with that Salr, which gives a 
quick and laſting reliſh to our admo- 
nitions, 
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nitions, and keep them from putrefy- 
ing in the digeſtion ; for a perſon in 
private may eaſily ler fall trom his 
mind ſome general Counſels and Cau- 
tions , but will not forget a reproof, 
which is applied home to his own caſle ; 
this was that Salt which the Roman 
Orator judg'd that friends muſt eat 
Buſhels of together , before their 
League of Friendſhip can be as ſtrong 
as Adamant; and it was both a true 
and worthy obſervation of the ſame 
Author, That 'tis the moſt valuable je- 
wel that we can purchaſe by Friend- 
ſhip, and yer that which the genera- 
lity of people through pride and igno- 
rance tramples upon, which is the rea- 
ſon why fo few Contracts of Friend- 
ſhip proye to be of an ancient date , 
and their love ſo ſocn wears away, and 
is blaſted with the leaſt puff of adverſi- 
ty; becauſe ſo many do not ſo much 
regard their Friends main and conſtant 
Intereſt, as their private and fickle 
humours. 

SOME may here excuſe the negle& 
of xeproving Friends, becauſe 'tis ſo 
* {cldan 
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ſeldom welcome to thoſe who ate re- 
prov'd; but this is not of force enough 
to fright wilc iriends from itz and 'tis 
weil it we arenot deccived in our judg- 
ment, when we thus complain ; for 
many times we think becauſe our 
Triend 1s uneafie at the preſent, that 
he doth not deſerve reproof ; which 1s 
a miſtake, for they that can hear re- 
proof without any regret or fretfulneſs, 
{cem to us not to be duly affeed with 
it, for a remembrance of a fault chafes 
the mind of the humble and modeſt ; 
the pain of their diſeaſe teezes and 
pincherh | them, but doth nor provoke 
them to {purn at their Phyſician, Im- 
patience therefore 1s very often a good 
infirmity, and procures the Reprover 
more hearty thanks for his good turn 
when he's calm'd ; *tis a better ſign 
than to thank a perſon preſently for a 
reproof , without bluſhing at the de- 
form'd picture which 1s repreſented to 
him by his friend, who is a Looking: 
glaſs to thew him his defeQs. 
* FOR that is but a formal patience, 
Which | interprets your reproof a ou 
Teng 
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telie (as we all ought to do) bur ſo ha- 
ſtily, and before he hath conſider'd 
whether ir be juſt or no; that by; his 
hot reſenting it grievouſly fof a while, 
he never comes any further than a 
complaiſant acknowledgment of it. 

D O not therefore condemn any one 
for being ſomewhat ſhy of reprootk, for 
a man mult be bruriſh, if his heart doth 
not burn within him when he 1s told of 
a failing ; becauſe the natural ſenſe of 
honour and love of innocence, which 
relides in man, makes him a reſtleſs 
Auditor of his own demerits. 

BUT ſuppoſing the caſe is ſo that 
our reproof is really rejetted, and they 
turn and rext us for our good-will ; let 
us examin whether we do not admini- 
ſter the reproof unhandily. 

For we {ſhould not content our ſelves 
with the bare aCt of reproving, but we 
ſhould do it with all imaginable pru- 
dence and candor ; we {ſhould {hew 
what an ungrateful office *tis to us by 
our delay, our ſecret and modeſt ap- 
plication of it ; by our earneſtneſs we 
l[hould manifeft that we' were forc'd 
I 4 0 
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to it by the concern we have for our 
friend. Not like ſome, who by-their 
oſtentation may more genuinely be rec- 
kon'd to upbraid and domineer, tha 
to chide and lovingly reprove their 
friend: Oh! how do they Magiſteri- 
ally Lord over thoſe they catch in any 
thing that is culpable , ſuch carriage 
blabs out the ſecrer of their heart, that 
they more delight to mock their friends 
for their defets, than pity them, and 
wiſh for their amendment, as it be- 
hoves honeſt Monitors: alas! how can 
we hope to mould another into humb 
lIity through the cutting ſenſe of his 
ſin, when the very poſture of our re- 
proof proclaims us to be exhalted in 
our conceptions of our ſelves, 

2, IN applying Reproof we muſt 
avoid Precipitancy, we muſt watch for 
the moſt convenient Seaſon, follow the 


Offender in his Retirement, when his: 
Paſhon 1s laid afleep, and we are 1n the | 


moſt ſerene mode; then our judgment 
is cleareſt, for then we ſhall be guided 
in Judgment, our {low and mild pro- 
cedure in the reproof willſuggeſt, that 
our 
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' four Charity conſtrained us, that "twas 
[not a jealous Whimſy that hurried us ; 


. Fand if he ſhould be diſturb'd at our Ad- 


vice, 4 ſoft Anſwer will beat back his 
 Eorath, but hafly words ſtir up anger 
- rather. than penitence : Some do ſo 
oreedily heap Checks without any in- 
 Ftermifſion upon their friends, that they 
have been like oyl caſt into a fire, en- 
creaſing but not abating the flame ; 
and whilſt they have endeavour'd by 
violence to pluck up ill habits, which 
have grown ſtrong by degrees, haye 
left the roots firm ſtill behind, and nou- 
nſht them more and more, by putting 
their own ſpirits into a ferment, and 
exaſperating the ſmall commotion of 
the reprov'd party, till it breaks out - 
into turbulent paſſions, and that at laſt 
ſears them with obftinacy,which blinds 


» | men with ſuch a fond love for their 


| bad cuſtoms ; that no counſel, no ſtra- 
' tagem of kindneſs can ever perſwade 
them to be divorc'd from them. 

WISE Reprovers muſt imitate the 
Divine Spirit, which convicts and con- 
verts us with a fill ſmall voice, leifure- 

he ly 
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ly warming our minds with good reſo; 
lutions 3 when he obſerves us moſt fit 
to receive , and hear him ; He ſpeak 
once, yea twize, in 4a dream, in a Vifioy 
of the night, when deep ſleep falls upon 
men, in ſlumbrings upon the bed, then 
he opens the ears of men, and ſeals then 
z2/traction ; then he withdraws them 
from evil purpoſes , when their paſſ 
ons are compos'd ; then they glow 
with good deſires, thez they return to 
God and themſelves; and when re 
proof is thus given it ought to be 
kindly receiv'd; but if it be apply'd 6 
therwile, Chriſtian charity obligeth 
us to put the beſt conſtruction upon it, 
and therefor. we ſhould never rejeQ 
it, For ſuppoſing that our Conſcience 
may not accuſe us of what our friend 
kindly indicts againſt us, yet, it will 
incline us to ſearch more deeply into 
our hearts, to 1efleqt upon our, lives 
more, and be more watchful for the 
{future ; that if jt is poſſible, we may 
give no offence, living unblamably and 
peaceably with all men ; the reproof 
oi a friend certainly will always deſerve 

| citeem, 
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eſteem, ſince the reproaches of an ene- 
my, and his cenſures prove very often 
inſtruments of good to us. To con- 
clude this Head, /Yhoſo loves inſtrutti. 
on loveth knowledge , but he that hateth 
reproof's is brutiſh, You may further be 
largely inſtructed about the Govern- 
ment of the Tongue,if you will conſult 
the Proverbs, Prov. 12. 18, 19. & 15. 
2- and many other places. We hope 
that we need not. make a long Exhor- 
tation to our Reader, to put in practice 
this method of Ordinary Converſati- 
on ; for let men but conſider, that they 

ſhall be judg'd for every idle word at 
the laſt day ; that they ſhall be exa- 
min'd, what improvement they have 
made of their Sociable cp: cities ; 
and withal what conſternirion and 
agony of mind they will be over- 
whelm'd with, when they reflect up- 
on the eternal loſs of thoſe opportuni- 
ties which they have abuſed ; they 
will acknowledge a cheartul allegiance 
to be due to what hath been here of- 
ſer'd to their peruſal and favourable 


judgement. 
CHAP. 
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the 


Treating of Extraordinary Converſatim|G1, 
In this Seftion the Religions Societialpe! 
are vindicated by Scripture, Teft ime 
nies of the moſt Primitive Fathers [if 
and ſeveral other reaſons. vþ 


and 
Hs diſpatch'd our thoughnin 
concerning Ordinary Converk|del 
tion,and prov'd the advantages which|to 
follow a due uſe of it, we come now toÞ#o. 
ſpeak of Extraordinary Converſation th: 
the diſcourſing abour which was theſe 
chief end of our writing this Treatiſe, |th 
NOW though Extraordinary Con 0 
verſation may denote all converſetic 
which Chriſtians have with one ano-#h 
ther on the Lords-day, on.which they|e 
ought not to ſpeak their own waras , yet, | C 
by it we mean only a ſet and privar|w 
Aſſembly of ſincere Chriſtians, diſtin&]th 
trom Publick Congregations , which] th 
meet together on the Lords day, and 
other Sacred Feſtivals; to edifie one| m 
another in the Chriſtian Faith and Pra] P 
ice; 
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aice z many of which have been late- 
ly execed , and are ſtill continued in 
the City and Suburbs of Zozdon, and 

MGlocefter, &c. commonly called the 

Religious Societies. 

#4 NOW that ſuch Societies are not 

\difagreeable to the Laws of Chriſtiant- 

y, we may gather from the Apoſtles, 

nd Primitive Chriſtians ; for we read 
rin FF. 12. that when St. Peter was 
}[deliver'd out of the Priſon, he went in- 
hIto the Houſe of Afary the Mother of 
oFohnr, HFhere many were gather d toge- 
| ther projing : Now this cannot be un- 
zIderſtood of Publick Congregations, for 
. [they do not meet in private Houſes , 
nor of the performance of Family-du- 
ties , for they were many gather'd toge- 
ther ; and therefore we have no finall 
reaſon to gueſs , that they were ſome 
Chriſtians who met together to pray, 
who nevertheleſs beſides frequented 
the Publick Worſhip , for the time of 
their meeting was in the night. 

There are alſo many paſſages in the 
moſt Primitive Fathers, which very 
plainly imply; that in thoſe times ſuch 
Societies 
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pn fpmarim 4 rholick Epiſtle, **Yo | 
tanquam juſtificats ; = ought nor ſeparateh lay 


ſed in unum conve- © t5, withdraw youſ* ; 
mentes imquarite , 
quod communiter 


dileftis conveniat 69 "oe juſtified , but yo *q 
projit, &c. * ſhould meet togeſ* ; 
*ther to inquire df": 

* one another, what is moit conventſ* { 
*ent and profitable for the beloved, fa 
*the Scripture faith, //o unto thenSo 
"* who are wiſe by themfelves , and pric( qi 
* dent iz their own eyes. And in anoÞm; 
— a ther place, * © Thai 
4249) $* ſhalt not cleave from 


ons 4.6 * thy ſoul unto theFof 

* proud, but ſhalr liſtÞ h; 
*« thy ſelf among the righteous andſce 
* humble. And St. Clemzxt 1n his Ep 
tle to the Corinthians T1VCsS them this} 
+ 'tnde & gate © 8 eſtimony, with great 
wig 74 xai voxr>s JOY, | © You have beenÞP 


UT Teon; # a2) © Solicitous together n 
©] Cr, wigs T3 (5 : I 
IX 147 en bus ) Gund 3.Th95 mY apt py TY 2uacror | 
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** day and night, for the ſake of the 
4* Brotherhood , that you might ſave 
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* the number of the Elet, with your 
* mercy and conſcientiouſneſs. 

And Zertullian in his Apologetick 
lays, ** When honeſt 00, 
*and good Men mect Kew Poona pes 
n together 5 when Pl- casts Congregantur , 
*ous and chaſt perſons 7!” Z f _—_ ny 
"are gather'd. toge- ' : 
ther , they ought not to be calld a 
* faction but a lawful Council. 

NOW if thoſe of our new Religious 
Societies meet together to promote 
plety and goodneſs ; if they do not 
make a diſturbance in our Church , 
they may boldly make the ſame appeal 
which that Father made in the behalf 
of the Chriſtians in his time , to whoſe 
harm do we meet together? Theſe pla- 
ces and many others, which we could 
produce (were we not averſe againſt 
ſtuffing many pages with Citations) 
ſufficiently manifeſt , how highly the 
Primitive Chriſtians eſteem'd Sociable- 
neſs in Religious Duties, by their con- 
tinual Afﬀemblies as well private as 
publick, _ THUS 
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THUS allo , Pliny Funtor in one 
his Epiſtles informs the Emperor 77 
jaz concerning the Chriſtians , tha 
they were wont to mect together at 
appointed time before day, to w- 
Hymn to their God, whom they call 
Chriſt ; and faith, That there was 
lictle Bill in which ſome Names we 
written, and more to that purpoſe 
which Meetings he calls Heterie,whi 
word plainly {hews, that they we 
friendly and communicative in thei 
Meetings; for he borrowed it from t 
Greeks, with whom tT«2i« ſignifies 
Society of Friends and Equals ; fo 
{ſuch A reckon'd one another. 

INDEED 'tis probable that the De 
vout Fews had ſome ſuch cuſtom ; fo 
in the Third Chapter of the Proph 
Malxchy it 1s plainly couch'd , who as 
quaints us (when the Fews had enhan 
ced the anger of God againſt them by 
their Rebellion, Adulteries, Perjuries 
Sacrilege, Idolatry, and other abomi. 
nable crimes ; which were ſo common} 0 
ly committed by them, ſo that the} 4 
good and righteous /ſraelites es V 

ride 
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rided amongſt them) wer/. 16. That- 
then, they that feared the Tord ſpake 
oftem one to another , and the Lord 
hearken'd,and heardit. and a Book of re- 
membrance was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lord,and that thought 
upon his name. And goes on ver. 17, 
18. And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, in the day when Imake up 
my jewels, and Twill ſpare them as a man 
i ſpareth his own Sox that ſerveth lim 
4 then (ball ye return and diſcern between 
the righteons and the wicked , between 
| him that ſerveth God, and him that ſcr- 
of weth him not. 
NOW we may aſlure our ſelves, 
{ that our Saviour did not abrogate any 
uſeful Cuſtom, which the Jews had; 
and that he who was the great Prea- 
cher of Love and brotherly Kindneſs, 
| would as willingly have his Diſciples 
tothe ends of the World, to be always 
ex} as ready to exchange words of Conlola- 
| tion and ſpiritual Refreſhments with 
| one another, when the Flouds of Ini- 
quity 1nviron them, and ſtrive to 
| weigh down their Souls to the nether- 
Kk moit 
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moſt Hell, as well as thoſe good Jews 
to whom God fo {ulemnly promiſed re- 
markable Bleſſings and Honours by his 
Prophet. 

BUT to return to the primitive 
Practice, did the Zeal of thole Chr 
ſtians ſo powerfully | in oppoſition to all 
their Troubles and Perſecutions, when 
they were fo widely diſperſcd, enſpirit 
them to meet together in loving Bo- 
dies and Frat-rnities - that they might 
ſupport their Faith, leſt it {huuld be 
ſhipwrack'd; pillar their fioking 
Hopes : nouriſh and heat their God- 
like Spirits, with frequent 1aculcations 
of divine Truths ? did they form fa- 
cred Societies to beg earneſtly of God 
to forgive and convert their Enemies, 
(who reviid, threaten'd and plun- 
dered them, diſturb'd their Peace, and 
laid in ambuſh for their Ruin) and 
that they might pcrſevere to the laſt ? 
d&1d they deny Reſt to their Eye-lids, 
ro pour out their Complaints together 
before God, and like the three 
Servants of God in the hery Fur- 
nace, to praiſe and laud the Name 


of 


(1 


IIS 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. IZ1 


of the moſt high, making an unani- 
mous melody unto the Lord ? 

DID they wait in ſeaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon, for the latter and former 
Rain of his heavenly Grace, 2nd the 
Efuſion of his holy Spirit ; that they 
might be able to break in pieces the 
Snares of the Devil, bear the Afronts 
of malicious men without offering Vio- 
lence to their Lives, or refuſing to em- 
brace for the fake cf Chriſt and 
his Religion the moſt cruel Deaths, 
which were or could be inflicted by 
Pagan Authority on them? Qvid they 
produce the Fruits of their meeting 
thus, by vindicating the Religion 
they profeſſed, with the eloquent Pa- 
tience of their ſuffering Lives, and 
the Courage of their vucal Blood when 
they were by God called to ſeal his 
Truth with it? Did they do all this 
and more than we can expreſs or 
conceive ? and ſhall we who are ſha- 
ded with Proſperity and Peace ; when 
every one is fitting under his Vine, 
and enjoys the Fruits of his own Fig- 
tree, not be Rivals of their vehement 
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Zeal and Magnanimity? Can we 
think that we who have all Bleſſings 
inviſibly diſtill'd from above 1nto our 
Boſoms, ought not to emulate as high 
Degrees of Piety, as they, who were 
toſs'd about in a harraſs'd and exike ſtate 
of Life? O Stupidity ! how does the 
God of this World bewitch us? Do ye 
thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh Pes. 
ple and unwiſe? Surely, moſt will be 
expected from our hands, who arc 
compaſſed about with the greateſt Op- 
portunities. Had the primitive Zealot; 
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of our Church never upbraided our 
Sloth, Ingratitude, and Degeneracy, 
with their watchful Lives, and valiant 
Deaths; and by hunting atter,and ſez 
ing on all Opportunities of glorifying 
their contemned Maſter together; 
yet our uncontrould Liberty of Ac 
knowledging the Chriſtian Faith, Deli 
verance after Deliverance, Line afte! 
Line, Precept after Precepr, innumers 


ble Bleſſings of the left hand, overcal 
with Clouds of right hand ones, ſhoulc 
with the magnetick Force of natural 
:ngenuity;, and Gratituge, have draw 
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us into the hallowed Habitation of 
God's Ordinances, to recognize his 
mercies, to commemorate the infinite 
Love of a dying and all glorious Jeſus; 
and to court acquaintance with the 
moſt humble and devout there ; that 
in after meetings we might be Goads 
of Alacrity in this Pilgrimage of Faith 
to one anv»ther, when ſo many Hea- 
theniſh Chriſtians ſhake their Heads 
at thoſe who exert a tender Senſe of 
their Duty ; crying where tis your God 2 
who is the Lord, that we ſhould ſerve 
him, or fall down humbly before him? 
Certainly *tis time now, yea, the full 
time is come, Wherein goud and 7zea- 
lous Members of the ZX2/iſþ Church 
ought to join;in Leagues with one ano- 
ther, that they may by uniting them- 
ſelves make up the brighteſt Conſtel- 
lation of Religion and Vertue ; that 
they may dazle the Eyes of all that 
behold them ; that the Arheiſtical and 
Profane, who cry, that Yertue i 4 
meer empty Name, may be ſtruck 


| dumb by the terrible and confoun- 


ding Luſtre and Reſplendency of many 
K 3 worthy 
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worthy Lambighes , and the irregula- 
riry of our diſſenting Brethren, who 
found their Separation upon the Enor- 
mities, or at leaſt, the Lukewarmnels 
of 647 Profeſſors, may be exploded. 
How can any one be a good Chriſtian 
who reſulcth to encourage ſuch Socie- 
ties, which will bring Religion into 
Credit again? and by this method 
Mercy and Truth will be eſtabliſhed 
among us. Bycoming to ſuch Aſſem- 
blies, every fincere Chriſtian will be 


heartned not to be aſham'd of Chriſt, 


may chuſe out of many, fome Compa- 
nion or ſome Friend, who ſuits his 
Temper, Age, and Quality ; one to 
whom he may unboſom himſelf, and 
empty the Secrets of his Soul; one 
that will*mourn with him when he 
mourns, and rejoice with him when 
he rejoiceth; one who by the divineElel- 
ſing ſhall be a Staff to him when he 
is ready to faint in his Tourney , and a 
gentle Spur to him, if through Proſpe- 
rity he be o1NS t0 toy ter; an Oracle in 
his Doubts a Phyſ* ician when his 
Soul is in acrazy States and an Angel 

in 
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in his Deldedions 3 one, who by his 
Humility, will inoffenſively pluck ; ron 
your tow ring Spirit by his Chaſtity 
and Mortification, will ſhame your wild 
Apperites ; and by his Chrifttan man- 
lineſs convey into you a courageous Spi- 
rit and holy Magnanlinity ; in ſhort, 
one good Chriſtian may be a God to 
his Fellow, for God many times ap- 
points his eminent Servants to be Stew- 
ards under him of Faith, Hope, Cha- 
rity, and other divine Graces, by diſtri- 
buting them to others, out of that 
Abundance which is originally his 
own Bounty. | 
BUT moreover, it we rightly 
con{ider z this extraordinary CON” 
lation, which we now recommend, 
very neceſſary, for as men (had Bi 
God conſecrated one day in the Week 
to be ſpent wholly in his Service) if 
they had had a Grant of Chooling 
what days they thought fit for his Ho- 
nour, would have been very ſtingy in 
their Allowance of Time for holy Ex- 
erciſes; and ſeldom or never have com- 
penſated their Omiſſions at ordinary 
K 4 times 
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times with the Obſervation of ſome 
extraordinary Seaſons, (tor alas! they 
betray themſelves ſo by their Negle&X 
of the Lord's Day now, though 'tis 
commanded to be kept Holy , that it 
may be juſtly ſuppoſed, had man been 
put to his choice to have ſet apart for 
God's Worſhip only what times he 
chought fit, he would have behaved 
himſelf like the Beaſts that periſh) 
which 'tis probable 1s the chief Cauſe 
why God appointed a ſet Day himſelf; 
ſo this is the Reaſon why we are {6 
often caught in idle diſcourſe in ordi- 
nary Converſation, becauſe we never 
oblige our {clves to any ſet times for 
extraordinary, which would be of 
great uſe, both to expiate the paſt ſu- 
perfluities of our Tonguesz and to 
prevent them for the future ; for by 
reſorting at ſume extraordinary times, 
eſpecially on the Lord's Day, into ſuch 
Converſation where we ſhall be over- 
awed by the Preſence of devout Chri- 
ſtians, and ſhall be aſhamed to make 
any Digreſſion from vertuous and com- 
mendable Diſcourſe, by which Help 


we 
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we being cloſely engaged in ſerious 
and heavenly Language, till it” power- 
fully affeAts our Hearts; what by the 
Participation of the publick Ordinan- 
ces 3 and what by our private Joining 
together in religious Duties with good 
Chriſtians, together with ſome Inter- 
ſperſions of Cloſet-Offices, the-whole 
Day will be dedicated as it ought to 
be, without any gleanings of Vanity, 
and Remiſneſs in God's Service ; which 
will fill our Souls with ſuch chearful 
RefleQions, that we {hall be charmed 
by them to keep a ſtricter Sentry over 
our Mouths all the week long ; leſt by 
our careleſs and treacherous Words 
we let in ſome deformed Thoughts and 
RefleQions which will ſcratch our 
Minds, and tear thole Joys with a 
Crown of Thorns. 

WHEREAS on the contrary, 
thoſe who ſpend the greateſt part of 
the Lord's Day in Solitarineſs, too of- 
ten ſhare it between God and their vain 
Thoughts. And *tis an Obſervation 
which can eſcape no one who takes but 
a little notice of the World, that "ow 

who 
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who don't ſeek out for good Company, 
. either publickly give an Offence, by 
herding with thoſe who count that 
Day Common, which God has com- 
manded to be Hallowed with the clea- 
neſt Thoughts, Words and ARtons: 
Or elſe they ſlumber it away, when cis 
our Duty to cxert the greateſt Attivi- 
ty and Jprightlinels in holy Exerciſes, 
and beſides,rneir lazy obſervance of ſome 
pious Durtics are wont to be tainted 
with Pride ; for they are apt to think 
that th:y have done ſomewhat which 
none veltdes themſelves have regarded: 
for by comparing themſelves with the 
profiigate and :nconliderate Multitude, 
they will count themſelves the Darlings 
of God, and exclude 81l but themſelves 
from a Seat inthe Kingdom of Heaven, 
which is very dangerous ; for thoſe who 
are proud and uncharitable, are not fit 
to war againſt the Devil, becauſe 
fluach Teinpers of Mind glue them 
ſo faſt to him, that they cannot fight 
heartily for God, and therefore they 
will be disbanded by him, who refiſteth 
the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 


Now 
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Now the ſureſt Way of attaining to 
the Grace of Humility 1s, to enter 1n- 
to the Council of his Saints ; for by 
obſerving what high Degrees many a- 
mongtt them have commenc'd in the 
School of Piety ; how far their Sera- 
phick Ardency, and the Stature of their 
Graces exceed our poor Attainments 
in Religion; we ſhall become very 
little in our Opinion of our ſ{clves, and 
be raiſed with more vigorous Princi- 
ples to prove eminent Inſtruments of 
Good in the World ; we ſhall be con- 
vinced that we cannot exerciſe reli- 
gious Duties ſociably too frequently ; 
we hereby ſhall benetit our ſelves and 
others too, and be both directed and 
enlivened to perform with the greateſt 
Abaſement and Extenſiveneſs of Heart 
thole Duties in our Retirements for 
our being frequently influenc d by the 
piercing Impreſſions of the beſt Chri- 
ſtians Examples, (which are but ſo 
many Rays of the omnipreſent Sun of 
Righteouſneſs) will force us to take 
ſuch Care of our Souls and AQtions, 
that if Goa's Grace and our humble 

Induſtry 
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Induſtry can effeUt it, they will be 
hore Spot or Wrinkle, and our Lives 
will be as Lamps of Vertue to the 
World ; that ſo moving in the higheſt 
Sphere of Vertue here, we may come 
to ſhine as Stars of the greateſt magni- 
tude in the prime Orb of Glory, by 
enjoying that great God, who is the 
Firmameat, in which, and by which, 
the vaſt World of happy Spirits keep 
in their harmonious, ſwift and un: 
changeable Motion. 

BUT if our Chriſtian Reader is fo 
devoid of all iparks of generolity, as 
not to be rouz'd out of his partial affe- 
tion for the lazieſt duties of Religion, 
by ſuch an inviting proſpect, let him 
be alarm'd with thoſe dangers which 
ſurround the authority of Religion and 
Piety 1n the world ; Satan now drudg- 
eth very bulily to deſtroy Mankind, 

not uniy ſemcnting in them ſome faint 
inclinations to wickedneſs, and conti- 
nually leveiling his envenoni'd darts 
againit their ſouls, but he hath alſo 
ſtock'd the world with numerous le- 
gions of incarnate Devils z men that 

are 
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are ſo deeply tinQuur'd with his nature, 
that they are become impudent Pa- 
trons of his Deluſions, privy to his 
Politicks, and thole who are always 
contriving to emblazon the glory of 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; and there- 
fore they have not only abdicated Con- 
ſcience of that Government, which is 
its native prerogative, and in which 
God hath inftated it.; but alſo have 
proclaim'd their intent of murdering 
the Conſcience of others by erecting 
Debauch'd Cluvs,and Drunken Cabals, 
that their confederate mulice may 
make the Caſtles of Vice the ſtronger, 
and may raze- Religion from its very 
foundations, ſhouting aloud, down with 
it, down with it even to the ground. Is 
there not therefore an abſolute neceſſi- 
ty to confront publickly, and ro pitch 
our Tents in Religious Socicties, that 
{uber Heroes by the combination of 
their love, charity, and the intereſt 
which their Prayers will find in the 
Court of Heaven, may put to flight 
theſe aliens of humane nature 1n Bart- 


tel. The excellent Members of our 
Church 
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Church ſurely cannot but be provok'd 
by the impudence of the profane, to 
have a controverſie with their mo- 
deity, and to remember that their 
confidence ought not to be dampt by 
any difficulties in the cauſe of the 
Lord of Hoſts, who will enable them 
to diſcomfit thoſe who bid defiance 
to all that glitters but with the gloſs 
of vertue and goodneſs. Oh ! there- 
fore let good Chriſtians encamp them- 
ſelves together , that by the flaming 
luſtre ot their unired Excellencies, 
they mzy humble the aſpiring ſpirit 
of vice, prove how daſtardly and 
feartul it 1s, when Vertue walks in 
proceſſion , and publickly unfolds its 
Col,urs, that the counſels of Hell 
being thus infatuated, and all its 
dark machinations being broke in 
pieces, the innate eſteem which all 
Men have for Vertue and Goodneſs 
may be reviv'd ; a new RelſurreCQti- 
on of Piety may be wrought among 
us without a Miracle; and Chriſtian 
Righteouſneſs, which exceeds the righ- 
 teonſneſs of the Siribes and Phariſees, 
may 
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may deſcend from the Battlements 
of Heaven upon our Land, in a Tri- 
umphanr Chariot , and all men may 
ſre and know , that her Towers of 
defence, and Rocks of fircngth are 
placed on high , which the Gates of 
Hell can never approach to {hake. 
Oh ! what a large crop of Graces 
would ſprout forth and abound on 
the Earth ? But we dare not expa- 
tiate upon this antipaſt of the Quiat- 
eſſence of Heaven's Joys, becauſe our 
tran{port if yielded to would betray 
us to ramble at once both out of our 
ſelves and our ſubject. | 


SINCE wickedneſs begins to uſurp 

a face of authority, ſo that the pru- 
dence, counſel, temper, and example 
of private perſons cannot blunt the 
edge of its axes, and many times 1t 
gives a woful gaſh to thole who have 
heart enough but to lightly roach it, 
tis neceſſary for the good and vertu- 
ous Profeſſors not only to frequent the 
Temple, which now a days is too com- 
mon 
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mon an Aſylum of Hypocriſie, with a 
mixt crowd ; but allo to form them- 
ſelves into diſtinCt bodies, for 'tis pro- 
bable that a number may procure 
what ſolitary attempts have fell ſhort 
of; for ſince the good Angels with 
their valiant Archangel , in a Regi- 
ment rank'd under the ſame Banners, 
routed the Dragon and his Apoſtate 
ſpirits, therefore good men ſhould imi 
tate them, by linking together their 
Faith , Knowledge, Fortitude, &: 
that they may quench the fiery darts 
of the Devil, and overthrow all his 
Emiſſaries. 


BUT though ſome grant this advice 
to be neceſſary , yet they pretend that] 
there are great reaſons which may be 
given, Why theſe Religious Societies 
are hurtful,and ſhould not be allow'd, 
for firſt, ſay they, they miniſter to 
vain glory, becauſe a remarkable {ec 
paration of the good from the bad can: 
not be made without oftentation, cen- 
ſorioulneſs, and encroaching upon 

God's 
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God's Prerogative, to will ſerum 
the good and bad at the laſt day. And 
further, that we have not a command 
in Scripture for ſuch a cuſtom, neither 
is it neceſſary ro Salyation. 


THESE Objections as fair as or 
ſcem, if we Knegrrn them, will a 
pear to be otherwiſe, and therefore ir 
anſwering them we will go ſtep by 
ſtep. 


t. THEN, we defire thoſe who ob- 
jet againſt Religious Societies , be- 
cauſe they may miniſter to vain glory, 
to conlider , that for the ſame realvn 
we might reiule to go to Church, and 
receive the Sacrament , which are p9- 
fitive duties, fince there Satan frequert- 
ly preſents himſelf among the Su ns of 
God ; for they heing Sociable Ditics 
{> much neglected, and therefore of a 
di ſtinguiſhing nature 1n our days, 
the performance of them, we may 
have vain glorious thoughts calt into 
tur mInas ; "but howev er, if we pluctk 
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the ting out preſently, it will not hurt 
us. *Tis the duty of all Chriſtians both 
to do their duty, and to watch againſt 
the leaven of malice, and vain glory 
in the doing of it, to weed ſuch 
thoughts out of our minds , before 
they over-run them , for it we reſiſt 
the Devil he will flee from us; but in- 
deed if men give place to him, he is 
ſubtile enough to ſecure us againſt vain 
glory, or ſpiritual pride , by diſcoura- 
ging us with ſuch fears , from med- 
ling with this or any holy underta- 
kings. 


NOW then if thoſe who enter into 
the Religious Societies preſerve them- 
ſelves from being vain glorious, upon 
the account of their being engag'd in 
them (which by God's grace they may 
do) they are ſafe, and it the world 
cenſure them nevertheleſs to be {5 it 
will lie at their doors ; fince in the 
Religious Societics they take care,more 
peculiarly to caution one another a- 
gainſt vain glory and oſtentation, and 

meet 
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meet together to bring goodneſs into 
falhion among{t us that it may thrive 
and good examples may be ſuch com- 
mon {petacles 1n our Kingdom , as to 
give others no occaſion to judge them 
0 be lingular and vain glorious; in a 
word, that a wicked man may be an 
vnuſual Monſter, as a ſincere and zea- 
lous Chriſtian now is ; for wholoever 
now exerts any zcal tor Chriſtianity, 
is gaz'd and ſtar'd at by the Generality 
as if he were Lunatick, 


2. THOSE who tax them with 
Cenſoriouſnels , and encroaching upori 
God's Prerogative, who will ſeparate 
the good and the bad at the lat day, 
are delir'd to receive this anſwer. 


THIS Separation which Religious 
Societies caulc,is not a Separation from 
mens perſons but their vices; and if 
they forewarn one another againſt fe]- 
lowſhip with notorious ſinners, whoſe 
crimes go before them to judgment,they 
do not by avoiding them, ralhly deter- 
mine their final ientence {which is the 
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buſineſs of the Jait Judgment) but only 
modeſtly conde1n them , by ſhunning 
their wicked practices, and pulling o- 
thers out of the fire, which is an a& 
of ſelf-preſcrvation, and that diſcreet 
love which God approves of,and 1here- 
fore cannot truly be accounted an uſur- 
pation of God's Prerogative. For tho' 
tney meet thas , that they may ſepa- 
rate themſelves from the unclean, and 
thoſe whole contagious leproſie is very 
con{picuous, wherefocver they are 
yet, they do not excommunicare them 
in their judgments, nor withdraw 
themicives from the pale of our 
Church , and a participation with 
them in the Ordinances ; they do not 
there ſtand at a diſtance, and cry to 
the dilorderly, We are holter than ye. 
No, when ever they fee them there, 
they entertain the moſt charitable 
hopes of their amendment, and pray 
to2ciher in their private Afﬀemblies 
for their Converſion, and inſtru&t one 
another 1n tne Wileſt arts of reclaim- 
ing their carelets and unthoughtful ac- 
quaintance lrom their follics ; neither 
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is this pragmatical in them, ſince they 
do not divulge the fins of their inconſ1- 
der2te Neighbours, but pity aud exhort 
them privatcly, even to the hiz2rd of 
their 0:/n temporal credit and eſteem, 
reinembriocg that they who are indeb- 
red to Gnd and his good Minilters tor 
their turning ſrom fin to the ways of 
righteoulnels, are oblig'd in gratitude, 
to proinote the fruitfulneſs of their 
gracious perſwaſions as much as they 
can; and to expreſs the charity and 
courage of Chriſtians winhout the 
ſcorntul look of a Phariſce, or invading 
the authority of Miniſters. 

3. But however the main thing (as 
they think) is {till unanſwer'd, namely 
that *ris not neceſſary to Salvation, for 
there is no poſitive commard for it in 
Scripture, and therefore ſince 'tis fo 
hard tolive up to what is there enjoyn'd 
already, why ſnould men impoſe new 
and burdenſome InjunQions ? 

TO thoſe Objectors we give this re- 
ply:It muſt be conteſs'd, that when any 
thing which is not to be found com- 
manded in Scripture, is impoſed upon 

L-2 us 
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us as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvatio n 
it behoves Chriſtians to make a {cruti- 
ny about it;but we do not aſſert that to 
be, or not to be a member of a Religi- 
ous Society, 15 a matter of Salvation or 
Damnation. Nay further , we will 
grant that ſuch Societies are not poli- 
tively commanded in Holy Writ : Ne- 
vertheleſs ſince St. Peter's Converts , 
and the Primitive Chriſtians, /who 
doubtleſs were far more curious for 
their cuſtoms and manner of life, than 
the Chriſtians of this Age) did mect 
together, as our Religious Socieries do, 
after the Publick Worſhip, with reve- 
rence and modeſty mult bind good 
Chriſtians to make uſe of fuch oppor- 
tunities when offer'd to them; and 
ſince ſuch advantages attend a circum- 
ſpect Sociableneſs in Religious Duties, 
we ſhould rid our ſelves from a carnal 
fear of being too good, and with the 
briskeſt fallies of a joyful heart careſs 
ſuch happy occaſions, when thruſt in- 
to our power. of ſtirring up our ſenſe 
of God and affection for goodneſs ; for 
the Scripture doth not ſtint us in the 

mea- 
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meaſures of Holineſs, but wha!/rrwer 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are © 
laudable and lovely, &c. it adviſeth us 
to think, ſpeak of, and do all ſuch 
things as oft as we can. And lurely un- 
leſs the things of this world have very 
much engroſſed mens threats, they may 
allow themſelves a lirtle time to en- 
flame their charity, to leflen their opi- 
nion of their own worth, that they 
may be excited to haſten the quicker in 
their ſpiritual progreſs , to diſcipline 
their tongues, and to give a good Cx- 
ample to others, by praying and con: 
ſulting rogether on the 1 ords-day , 
which Cuſtom whether ir is uſeful or 
not let the unprejudic'd Reader judge. 
4. W E mult not omit to anſwer 
another formidable ObjeCtion ; name- 
ly, That they are fanatical, tending to 
Schiſm, the contempt of our Clergy, 
and the Laws of the Land. But pray, 
why are they Fanatical ? What, be- 
cauſe thoſe who diſſent from our 
Church , have broke out into mani- 
ſeſt tokens of extravagant zeal, and un- 
warrantable factions, muſt all there- 
L 4 tare 
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fore who wear the livery and badge of 
Chriltianity , ſuffer for their ſake ? 
Muſt we for the ſake of their folly , 
make no diſtintion berween an intem- 
perate and well govern'd zeal ? How 
came thoſe cilorderly perſons, who 
break of Communion with the beit 
Church, to monopolize all that is grave 
and fcrivus to their faction ? Sure we 
are that our Church of Z»e/anz,by the 
decency of her Celebration of the Pub- 
lick Ordinances , the Articles of her 
Fa'th, and the Purity of her DoQtrine, 
doth as firitly encourage all of her 
Communion, as athduouſly, and ear- 
neltly to contend after an advance- 
ment in holineſs, as any Church in the 
world. 

WY therefore ſnould thoſe among 
us, who i{trive to honour and obey our 
Church by living up ro what they pro- 
teſs, be ſ{cornfully caſt our of the Claſs 
of her dutiful Sons ,, and condemn as 
Schiſmaticlks, than which name none 
1 N Our opinion can be more deſervedly 
{ $ncminious ? Is 1t becauſe they in 
ſnight of all hardſhips, and the a A 

| ches 
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ches with which thoſe who ovght moſt 
to love and honour them, abuſe them, 
conſtantly follow the Captain of their 
Glvation? Is it becauſe the members 
of theſe Societies have both by their 
liberal Contributions, and their fre- 
quent preſence, encourag'd the daily 
Prayers, and the Celebration of Week- 
lv Sacraments in ſeversl of the Pariſh 
Churches in Zomdox ? Is it becaule they 
carry themſelves with moderation to- 
wards all men, but will admit none in- ; 
to tellowſhip with them in rheir ſer 
Societies for peace and good orders 
fake, except thoſe who are members of 
the Church of Zgland ? 

I'S ir becauſe they wiſh well to the 
Reformation, which was lately begun, 
21nd we hope will be carried on ? 

NO ſurely; for all this tends natu- 
rally to the honour of our Church, and 
may ſufficiently vindicate them from 
deſerving that nick-name of Sobriety 
2nd Chriſtian Zeal, Fanaticiſm, 

AGAIN, pray how do they diſpa- 
rage our Clergy ? our moſt Reverend 
Metropolitan, with other right _— 

ren 
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rend Fathers of our Church, and ma- 
ny Learned and Judicious Paſtors have 
peruſed their Orders, and approv'd of 
them ; which ſurely they would never 
have done, had they border'd upon 
Schiſm, or any thing like it. It rejoy- 
ced them to fee their many excellent 
Labours to begin to grow truittul, for 
one defgn of their meeting, 1s to 1m- 
prove the Publick Ordinances, by uſing 
ſome Prayers which are taken moſtly 
out of the Liturgy ; that they may by 
repeating them recall ſome wandrings 
in the Houle of God ; and may incul- 
cate the word heard more vigorouſly 
on one anothers minds and affections : 
and mind themſelves o: that love and 
ſtrict innocency, which becomes thoſe 
who have renew'd their Covenant at 

the Holy Table on the Lord's-day. 
AND now lince the Clergy of the 
Church of Zze/azd have given their 
approvation, we need not fear that any 
of the Ereliſh Laws forbid them, for 
they do not meddle any further about 
Religious Marters, than to prevent Al- 
ſemblies, which may raiſe Sedition in 
the 
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the State, of which we need not ſu- 
ſpeQt that theſe Societies will ever be 
euilty 3 being made up of perſons, who 
Ire members of a Church, which is a 
conſtant friend to Monarchy , and 
whole DoQtrine gives her Sons the 
moſt Soveraign Antidotes againſt the 
curſed practices of Rebellion. In a 
word, theſe Chriſtians when they meet, 
only plot together to ſave one ano- 
thers Souls. 

NOW we think that we have ſaid 
enough to baffle the moſt popular Ob- 
jetions, which have been brought a- 
eainſt theſe Religious Societies, and 
tis to be feard , that theſe {light Ob- 
jections take their riſe from our cor- 
rupt hearts ; for our ſouls whilſt they 
re immur'd with fleſh being very un- 
wieldy in Spiritual Exerciſes, we are 
tempted too often to diſpute that right, 
which God hath to the love and ſer- 
vice of all our foul, heart, mind, time 
and ſtrength ; this 1s without doubt 
the reaſon why ſome (though well in- 
clin d) have {thrunk back at the Propo- 
ſalof ſuch Socieries ; and alſo why ſome 

Maſters 
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Maſters and Parents have forbad tho: 
that are under them , to go near theſ: 
Societies, but we preſume to put them 
in mind, that the better Chriſtians any 
are, the more faithtul their Servants, 
and the more dutiful their Children 
will be; and therefore they ſhould ng 
diſcourage them from ſuch good Exer- 
ciles; tor if the deſign 1s of Gad 
(which we need not queſtion) as tt 
does, {© it will ſtand ; ard therefore 
tis the wiſdom of thole who have pro- 
claim'd War againſt them, by ereCting 
debauch'd Clubs, and abuſive and un- 
juſt Calumnies, to take warning, before 
tis too late, leſt in the end by fighting 
againſt them, they miſerably perceive 
and repent that they have fought a 
gainſt God, who is jealous of his ho- 


nour , and will not hold them guilt 
leſs. 


SECT. 
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SECT. IL 


Explaining the proper Qualifications of 
th'le who defies 10 be members of the 
Kelio ions SOCLetes. 


| ww E have already vindicated Re- 
ligious Societies {cycral ways, 


and we hope convinc'd all good Chrj- 
tians of the neceſſity and ulefulnefſs of 
their deſign ; but becaute ſome who 
haſtily and without preparation, have 
liſted themſelves 1n Religious Societies, 
but do not through the remiſſneſs of 
their carriage an{wer the noble inten- 
tion of them ; and many times being 
not well grounded in Religion ar firſt, 
have withdrawn tor little or no reaſon 
at all from them ; and fo their latter 
end hath been worſe than the firſt, 
which hath introduced a Spiritual Le- 
thargy and lukewarmnels into rheſe 
Societies ; which 1t continued will be 
as bad as it there were no Religious So- 
cieties at all : That therefore their {can- 
dal may be wip'd away for the _ 
an 
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and the abuſe may not ſcare honeſt, 
but weak Chriſtians irom venturing 
to uſe them ; we will firſt ſhew what 
qualifications are requiſite before Chri- 
{tians engage themlelves in Religious 
Societies ; for we mult not think that 
a ſew good delires, and a meerly mo- 
ral life is ſafficient to qualife us ſo as 
to make ſuch a good ule of the under- 
taking, that it may accomplith thoſe 
Glorious ends which have been already 
mentioned. 

NOW *'tis needleſs to take notice, 
thar they muſt by frequently praQti- 
ſing the Rules already preſcrib'd for 
Ordinary Converſation, be well expe- 
rienc'd in them; before they can be 
rightly firted to make a due uſe of ex- 
traordinary ; they mult be perſons of 
integrity, peaccable, uſeful and in- 
duſtrious in the world ; for how ſhould 
men ever expect that they ſhould climb 
to the top of Vertue, before they are 
Maſters of the lower Branches ? 

BU T there is more than all that 
comes to, for their minds mult be pol: 
{e(s'd with a weighty ſenſe of the ne- 

cellity, 
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ceſſity, obligation , and importance of 
Religion, being perſwaded that the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; 
and theretore they muſt be ſuch as are 
mov'd with that principle by faſting, 
ſelf denial, and frequent retirement , 
to cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs 
both of fleſh and ſpirit , that they may 
live -ſoberly, righteouſly, and poaly in 
this preſent world ; keeping a Conſcience 
void of offence, both towards God and 
mezx. And their motives mult be more 
noble than the convenience of Godli- 
neſs 1n this preſent life, ſuch as credit, 
health, friends, cc. they muſt be for- 
tity'd with a eddy filth (which 1s 
their victory over the world) that God 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
lilipently ſcek him , that ſo they may 
take a delight in the doing of his Conr- 
mandments; but above all they muſt 
throughly ſift their hearts, leſt rhe ad- 
vancement of their worldly iatereſt, 
popular applauſe, and ſuch mean ends 
be their main inducement to enter 1nto 
theſe Societies ; for the moſt Heavenly 
aims ought to make way for their ad- 
miſſion 
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miſſion into ſuch a holy League ; ſuc 
as the honour of God, the reſtaurati 
on of Chriſtian Piety which languiſhe 
{ov much nov, the edification of thei 
Brethren, and the daily improvement 
of their own Souls in Grace and Good 
neſs. Theſe purpoſes if ſubſcrib'd to by 


the hearty aſſent of your minds after! 
mature delideration , without making 
any extraordinary noiſe abour it t 
your acquaintance at your firſt onſe 
will give the greateſt ſecurity to you 
of perſevering in the good courſe 0 
lite, you propole to your ſelf, which 
method will far excell rhe flaſhes of: 
Spiritual phrenlie , and empty dreams 
of Religion, which God never reveal! 
to Mankind, heats which expire 1n the 
minutes of their oirth, and a Specimen 
of Verive which like the morning 
cloud, and carly dew, ſoon paſſeth a- 
way. For as the degrees of Glory in 
Heaven are various, {> are alſo the de: 
grecs of $. cTtue by which we alcend 
ito Heaven: *Fis but Romances, when 
Alt, a P Je Brate 1n their _— 
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lake of fin and ſenſuality, into an inti- 
mate familiarity with the Divine Na- 
ture ; tor the fear of the Lord, as we 
took notice beforz, 1s the beginning 
and primer of Wiildom z humility 1s 
the firmeſt balis of Religion ; upon 
which he who tounds his Strufture of 
Vertue, has fixt it upon a Rock, which 
when the floods ariſe, the winds blow, 
and the ftorms beat againſt it, will 
ſtand unmoveable. 

2. WHEN a perſon by care and di- 
ligence hath fitted himſelf for enroiling 
his name 1n the Catalogue of the Szints, 
he ſhould not be roo much tranſpor- 
ted with the meer novelty of the 
thing, and the promiſing found of Re- 
Iigion ; he {ſhould not imbtbe all re- 
ports upon truſt, for good natur'd and 
a flexible credul:ry hath betray d very 
many to fwallow down gilded poylon, 
but he ſhouid inform himfſ=<li of the 
Methods which theie Religious Socie- 
ties ule, of their Diſcipline and Rules 
by which they walk ; that he may con- 
der atforehand , how to contrive his 
c fairs ſo, as to enſwer the expetation 
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of his fellow-membHers, and the Vows 
which he ſhall lay upon his own foul ; 
and that if there is any injunttion , 
which may offend him , he may dif- 
clofe it to ſome of them, that his ſcru- 
ple may be remov'd, either by his be- 
ing fully fatisfy'd about it, or their al- 
tering of the cuſtom if good reaſons 
be given for it. 

MATTERS being thus well weigh'd, 
if he determines to conlent , under 
Gods bleſſing, he will be the more af- 
ſur'd of ſticking to his reſolutions. 
But that the Enterprize may ſucceed 
the better he ſhould, remembring that 
tis a very folemn one , ſet apart ſome 
time, to pray that God may direct his 
Counſels, and give a bleffing to his 
undertaking, and then offer his Vow 
of reſorting into the Society of the 
Righteous, and promiſing for the fu- 
ture, z0t to know a wicked perſon; (viz.) 
not to be confederate with him in his 
wickedneſs; which Vow he ſhould 
ſeal, and ſtrengthen, the next Sacra- 
ment he receives. 


CER- 


m—= Gy JU © _ wi 


ways A ft, £ aA © frank, © os 


LS —_—_ —_— fd S - _ — . 


's Hts > a 4 


— 


—_ 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation, 165 


CERTAINLY this Method is 
far more convenient, than a raſh way 
of ruſhing into Religious Societies, 
which many times hath rather provd 
a ſnare than an Anchor ſure aid ſted- 


faſt to ſuch giddy fouls. 


WHEREAS this way honours the 
Undertaking, whea it $1ves ſatisfacti- 
on to the cloſeſt confideration 5 for 
luch deſtgns the more they are thought 
on, the more lovely they will appear ; 
whence we may gather, that it any 
one finds himſelf nor diſpos'd, and ſvf- 
ficient for it, tis beſt for him to delay 
entrance and prepare himſelf as quick- 
ly as his can for it. 
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SECT. I. 


Concernins ſome Civil Ca wm ana Re- 
licions Exerciſes, proper to b: obſerv'd 
Shs Coriſtians meet rorether in S$0- 
Cieties, 


AVING given {ome Direci- 
ons Concerning a proper me- 
thod of prequalifying our ſelves before 
we admic our ſelves into Religious So- 
Cictics, We come now to ſhew what 
they are to do when they are admit- 
ted; and here we {hall firfit recom- 
mend {ome Civil Canons, and decent 
Diſcipline for the Regulation of So- 
CictiCs. 

I. THEREFORE we advite them 
to uſe a Form of Prayer , for withour 
Controveric that 15 moſt convenient 
for the uſe of Perions met togerher. 

I. LEFT. every MNeinber read rhe 
Pra\ Crs if [14S tura. 

TE LET the lame Perſon which reads 
thc "pb act the part of a Ste- 
Ward, 
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IV. LET this Perſon, who a&ts the 
part of a Steward, never admit any 
one into the Society, before a ſatista- 
tory Charaer has been given of him, 
and accepred by the Major part of the 
SOCtety. 

V. LE! this Perſon be requir'd mo- 
deſtly by the Steward, to give an ac- 
count of the itcaſons which induced 
him to enter into the Society. 

VI. LET every new Member be 
oblig'd to jublcribe his Name , as a 
Teſtimony of his aſſent to the Arti- 
cles and Orders of the Society, and as 
a promiſe of his due Obſervance of the 
ſame. 

VII. LET no one be Er who 
is not of the Church of Z-21:; 

VITE. TIS requircd that tome pri- 
vate Friend give an admonitton to any 
one who walks diſorderly, or abſents 
often. 

IX. THAT if privat2 Admonition 
is diſregarded , the Steward, if it is 
conſented to, adinoniſh him before 
the whole Society, after which it he 
doth not reform, let him be delir'd to 
withdraw. M 3 X. THAT 
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X. THAT no Perſons for fear, 
or favour , {hall forbear to check any 
vain diſcourſe about News or Secular 
Afairs. 

XL THAT no Member ſhall be 
permitted to withdraw unleſs he gives 
his Reaſons for the ſame. 

XII. THAT every Member ſhall 
fit as much in fight as he can, and that 
what any one {peaks may be 1in the Au- 
dience of the whole Society. 

XIll. THAT it any remarkabie 
difterence happens in the Society, ſome 
Learned and Godly Miniſter ſhell be 
conſulted in erder to compole is. 


SOME of theſe Civil Canons are 
eſtabliſht amongſt rhe Religious Socie- 
ties, and many others which we think 
it needleſs to mention ; fince theſe are 
cnough to explain their Polity to the 
Reader. But becauſe a great part of 
theſe Orders difter from the common 
Diſcipline, we are obligd in covurte- 


fie ro the Members of Religious Socle- 


xs, to gtve our Reaſons for our Alte- 
ations. 
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HAVING obſferv'd ſome private 
Emulations 1n theſe Socicties, which 
took their birth from the EleQion of 
Stewards, we thought that it would 
be more convenient tor every Member 
to be Preletor or which is the ſame 
thing) to read the Prayers in his turn ; 
which Prelector we would have du- 


| ring one meeting to diſcharge the Of- 
| fice of a Steward ; becauſe by this 


means the convenience of having a 


-| Steward wilt be continned withour 
| oppreſſing one perſon with the trouble 
-| tor a whole year together ; and with- 


out the unhappy circumſtance of at 
leaſt ſeeming to preferr one before an- 
other ; for whilſt one perſon bears an 
Office ſo long, the other Members are 
in danger of being byaſſed by his Vote, 


efand not acting with that freedom, 


which they ought in any emergency ; 
bur when they all are equal ſharers 


1 | both of the trouble and privilege of 
-|the Office, no one will reckon him- 


ſelf, whilſt they are met, another's ſu- 
perior ; but all will expreſs that love 
and modeſt liberty which ovght to he 

M 4 among 


168 A Prattical ' Diſcourſe 


—m— == 


among Equals, and Chriſtians who 
are Brethren in the Lord of us all. 

AND therefore we hope that we 
ſhail eſcape the imputation of an affe- 
ded Singularity', for eftering this 
method. 

BUT we muſt not omit to ſatisfie 
them, why we have recommended a 
ſtricter method of Admiſſion and Ex- 
pulſion ; which in ſome Chriſtians 
judgment, may feem to derogate from 
the calm carriage which becomes the 
Diſciples of the meek Jeſus. Our rea- 
lon was this, becauſe many of the Re- 
lIigious Socicties have been throngy 
with very bad Members, through their 
eagernels of obliging Perſons (whether 
they are rightly diſpoſed or ngr} into 
their Fellowſhip, forgetting that a few 
zealous and neaceable Chrittians, wall 
fiyrih longer in unity, and an Exem- 
Plary Fainc*::on of one another, than 
a vaſt Co:.zpany of lukewarm, paſſio- 
nate, and 1nvidious pretenders ; and 
har the telicity of ſuch engagements 
doth not. So much conſiſt in the num- 
ber, as in the diſpoſitions of the Mem- 

pers :; 
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bers ; for we appeal to many of them, 
whether one bad Member hath. nor 
prov'd the Bane of a whole Chriſtien 
Corporation; which they cannot pre- 
vent, unleſs by their ſoft and geutle 
Admonitions ( which are ſo lamenta- 
bly omitted amonglt them) they heal 
and recover luch anone ; or if the cure 
cannot be wrought by ſuch favourable 
Plaſters , a deſperatc Diſcale mult be 
deſperately cur'd, and the gangien'd 
Limb be cur oft for the ſake of the 
whole Body : For 'tis an unrezſ{onablc 
Charity, which wheedies Chriſtians 
toendanger the Saſety and Credit of a 
whole Society, by ſparing a ſcandalous 
Member, This, we preſume, will 
vindicate the ſtricteſt Terms of Ad- 
miſſion, ſuch as examining what ac- 
count they can give of the Faith which 
is in them, and obliging them not to 
leave the Society with a bundle of cloſe 
and private Reaſons; which 1s the 
too common cuſtom of thoſe, who, it 
the truth were known, do but in re- 
ality revolt from their holy Purpoſes : 
But ſuppoling the caſe to be md 

way 
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why ſhould Men be aſham'd to own to 
g00d Chriſtians, who will nor divulge 
cheir Calamity , it that may be the 
reaſon ; or will corre any Offence, 
if any ſuch thing be the cauſe of their 
withdrawing. In ſhort, by revealing 
their Reaſon, they will aQ conſcien- 
tiouſly, and without hypocriſlie, and 
ſatisfie their Brethren ; whereas by 
concealing them, they diſcourage the 
reſi by their Apoſtacy, or at leaſt by 
leaving evil Jealouſies and Surmilings 
behind them. 

IN like manner, our diſcreet Rea- 
der cannot well be at a loſs to diſcern 
the uſefulneſs of Expulſion from what 
we juſt now hinted : For as the exter- 
nal Authority and Luſtre of our 
Church , hath been not a little wea- 
ken'd and impair'd , becauſe through 
the Compaſſion which has been ſhewn 
to tumultuous Separatiſts, ſpiritual 
Cenſures, and other parts of Ecclelia- 
{tical Diſcipline , have been laid aſide 
of late: So the negle of forewar- 
ning, and turning out thoſe, who have 
contemaned, and by their indecent Cu- 
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ſtoms, abrogated that Teſt of Obſer- 
> [vance , which they laid upon them- 
: (ſelves, at their Admiſſion into Religt- 
ous Societies, hath cauſed the Torrent 
[of their Zeal and generous Deligns, to 
 [{tagnate and contract very much mire 
- Jand dirt. 


WHEREFORE we <exhort all 
| [Religious Societies ( for we do not 
[ſpeak this to diſparage, or diſcourage, 
| [bur ro admonilh them) more careful to 
put in execution this ſort of Diſcipline, 
for this will manifeſt to the World, that 
they do not court the external Splen- 
dour of Phariſaical Hoſts, but of pure 
and uncorrupted Chriſtians, This 
lort of Diſcipline is far better than 
to inflict pecuniary Mulcts upon enor- 
mous Members ; becauſe they make 
the Decorum of the Regular be conltru- 
ed Sordidneſs, and encourage the Ir- 
regular to purchaſe the outward Paint 
and Varniſh of Zeal, by cxpiating 
their Offences with a Price. 


IN 
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IN ſhort, there is an abſolute neceſ. 
ſity of a ſtrict Obſervance of theſe, and 
all other prudent Canons , though in 
themſelves they. being but ceremoaial, 
are not inherently and eternally of an 
obligarive nature ; yet, ſuch Appen- 
dages are the Inſtruments of Peace, 
and good Order ; and when they are 
ſubſcrib'd to, do oblige the Conſcience: 
And as Pegs, an the leaſt Joints of a 
Building, if not firmly faſtned, threa- 
ren the ruine and diſſolution of it; {6 
theſe civil Orders and Rules, being 
violated, will bring Araxy, Confulion, 
and every evil Word and Work into 
Chriſtian Societies. 

BUT though theſe are ſo uſeful, yet 
there are far greater matters ſtil] re- 
maining to be ſpoke of; namely, thoſe 
religious Exerciſes which have a nea- 
rer relation to God, and Goodnels, 
which mult reverently be perform'g, 
when. the Members are met together. 
Now the convenienteſt method will be 
this: 

TILL a competent Company 1s come, 


{et ſome praQtical Portion of Scripture 


be 


— 


concerning Chriſtian C onver ſation, 173 


© <> — ——O_- > —_— 


—  — —_ 


be read, or ſome other good and 
pious Book, by the PreleRtor ; and af- 
ter the Preveative Collect , their ap- 
plying to the:::{elves the good Inftru- 
Gions which they have heard on the 
Lorc's, or any Holy Saint's Day, 
will be the moſt proper 2iicourle for 
them to be employ'd in : For this will 
root the Word deeper in their Hearts ; 
that neither the owls of the Air, nor 
the Cares of the HVorld, may devour 
the good Seed ſoon : Bur of what a 
weighty Conlequence the improvement 
of that, and the other Ordinances 1s, 
that ſaying of our Saviour, Zo him that 
bath ſhall more be given, will ſave us the 
trouble of a DE On, and there- 
fore ſence Faith comes by heariny, tt be- 
hoves you vigoroutly to exhort ome 4 
nother with all dilizence and love, that 
ye may ove the more ear neſt hed to the 
things which ye have heard. 

BUT if you have a larger Fund of 
Time, than what can be drain'd by re- 
fletions upon the Word Heard ; there 
are ſome peculiar SubjeQs fit to be dif 
courſed of, both as you are conſtant 

Rece1- 
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Receivers of the Lord's Sacrament 
(which 1s ſo wofully neglected in our 
Age, and which your laudable Orders 
oblige you to frequent) and as you are 
Members of Religious Societies. As 


to inſtance, firſt, The Mercies and | 


Goodnels of God's Providence, which 
will quicken you in the performance of 
Divine Gratitude : This St. Paz! re. 
commends to Chriſtians, by his exhor- 
ting the Zphrfians, Chap. 5. 19. 7o 
ſpeak to themſelves in Pſalms and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging, and making 
melody in yorrr Heart to the "Lord. giving 
tharks always for all things unto God 
and the Father , in the Name of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. This is 4 Duty 
grolly trod under-foot, by the Profef. 
ors of Chriſtianity now ; and yet, 'tis 
the plealanteſt of all Duties.  Glori- 
tying God is the main End for which 
we were born; and will be our Hea- 
ven hereafter : For ris a pleaſant and 
joyful thing to be thankful, and all the 
Saints Iike it very well. And hence 
Sr. Paul urgeth this Duty in another 
Foe? [et the word of C hriſt awell in you 


richly, 
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richly, in all wiſdom, teaching and ad- 
moniſhing one another in Pſalms and 
Hymns , and ſpiritual Songs, Which 
Text very plainly envites us to recog- 
nizethe Mercies of God, and todeclare 


- them to one another with joyful Lips. 


And we cannot want motives to this 
Exerciſe, if we Would but conſider, 
that the hearing Heavens, and the 
liftning Earth , Beaſts and all Cattel, 
creeping Things and feather'd Fowls, 
Dragons, and all Depths, Fire and 
Hail, and the whole Univerſe of 
Things, chaunt his Praiſes. 

SURELY Ment therefore, who 
ſtand indebred to God tranſcendently 
beyond fencelels Rocks and Moun- 
tains, and meer animated Organs of 
Clay, ought to extol his Name, who 
is excellent ; bur eſpecially thoſe Men 
who ſit under the {hadow of God and 
Chriſt's blefſed Ordinances with de- 
light ; who are fed and refreſh'd wich 


the ſincere Milk, and ſtrengtherin 


Meat of his Hora, by his diligent Pa- 
ſtours, iz due ſeaſon; and are vouch- 
{afed to be made Partakers of the moſt 


deli- 
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delicious and ſumptuous Banquets at 
the Royal and Plentiful Table of the 
King of Heaven; Zhyſe who always fear 
his Name , and hope in his Mercy, 
which is ſo very comfortable, they ought, 
with the flaming and glorious Inhabi- 
tants of the ſupreme Orb of Greatneſs 
and Plenitude, who caſt their Crowns 
beiore Him with the moſt amazing ex- 
ultancy and fatisfaftion , to echo out 
his Praiſes, who {hields his militant 
Servants with his Right-hand againſt 
the Devil; furniſhes them with a ma- 
g47Z1ne of Courage and Faith, Love 
and Soundneſs of Judgment, Humili- 
ty and Viguance; to comprehend all 
in a word, with the Panoply of God; 
to [ce at « diftance , and with readi- 
neſs, the Scouts batrer down the 
Bulwarkz, encouncer and put to flight 
the Armies of He al - Theſe cannot 
forvear {peaking of God's ſpiritual 
Kingdom , and t9 mn known his 
mighty Acts to the Children of Men, 
and contels, that az everl:/ti22 Kingdom 
ugh to be a{crib'd to him, and 4 
Dominion which endures throughout all 
Genes 
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Generations: What can more become 
ingenious Chriſtians in the Council-of 
the Saints, than magnifying the Lord 
together, and freely to tll one another 
what great things God hath done for 
their Souls ; that hath not only crea- 
ted them , but created in them new 
Hearts by his Fatherly AMiCtions, and 
Temperaments of the moſt endearin 
Mercies, by the Voice of his Minitters 
in the Temple, the ſoft and kind Whi- 
ſpers of his Spirit in the Cloſer, by 
the Afliſtance of his valiant Angels, 
and the Exhortations and Prayers of 
all good Chriſtians, by his own long- 
ſuffering, and thouſand tzn thouſand - 
ſtreams of Love, which run through 
ſecret and unknown Chanels. 

AND as it is he that hath delive- 
red you from the Snares of the ſpiri- 
tual Hunter, and the noifome Peſti- 
lence of wicked Men ; ſo 'tis he cnly, 
who ſtill upholds rhe feet of his Saints, 
whilſt the wicked are ſilent in darkneſs 
delivering them, and always 1s able 
and willing to deliver them ro their 
Lives end; he ſtrengthens thoſe that 
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ftand : 5 any weak ? his ſtrength doth 
the more abundantly appear in their 
weakneſs. The meer refletting that 
the Snare is broken , and you are de- 
liver d , cannot certainly but extort 
from you, if there be any ſence of ir, 
an Ocean of Joy and ecſtatick Praiſes : 
How ought then your Hearts and 
Mouths to overflow with Hallelajah's, 
when you conſider that he ſpreadeth 
{uch a continual Canopy of Prote@ti- 
on and Favour over your heads; LZea- 
ding you into his Banquetting-Houſe, 
and his Banner over you is love; and if 
you pray to, and humbly praiſe him, 
he will pour down Love and Unity, 
and all other heavenly Graces upon 
you in innumerable Clouds: Praiſe the 
Lord therefore with Sion + O praiſe the 
Lord with all Feruſalem. 

DON'T marve), Brethren, that 
we have ſhook of the Reins on this 
Head , fince we have put this firſt ; 
and 'tis a Subje&t ſo copious, and 
which, it Men's Minds are looking 
Heaven-wards, as they ought to be 
on the Lord's Day , will not _ 

Chrr 
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Chriſtians to be ſilent when they meet 
together ; for the Riches of God's 
Mercy, and the Myſtery of its un- 
fathomable depth, unſoarable heighth., 
immenſurable breadth, and length, is 
a Riddle which the Ages of Eternity 
can never reſolve us. 


2. NEXT to divine Cratitude, 
Charity is a Subject, which may take 
place before any other ; for when we 
receive the Sacrament, we ought not 
only to be enflam'd with the wonder- 
ful Love of God, but alſv we are 
oblig'd by our Saviour the more affe- 
ctionately to love one another : For, 
as St. Fohn argues, /f we ado not love 
our Brethres whom we have ſeen,how ſhall 
we love God whom we have not ſeen ? 
Charity therefore is a very fit Subject 
to be diſcours'd upon in Religious So- 
cieties ; for if that Principle fits at the 
Helm 1n the Hearts of Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, they will dwell together in Unity, 
the Bond of Peace, and univerſal 
Righteouſneſs of Life. For this Noble 
and Divine Principle, is a fragrant 

N 2 Chaplet 
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Chaplet of all thoſe Graces which 
fit us for, or ſweeten Society. This 
Grace will baniſh all Pride and Ma- 
lice, Rancour and Envy , Jealoulie, 
Impatience, and unruly Patſtions or 
Aﬀections, all unkind Relentments 
and oftenſive Carriage , all fullen Si- 
lence, bitter Words, and low Deſigns 
from among, them. And thus St. Paul 
goes an account of it, x Cor. 13. 4 5, 
6, 7. which place, if you will take the 
pains to conlult, will open to you the 
wonderful Fruits of this Grace , you 
will learn from him, how it ſooths 
you to be kind to one another; how it 
obliges you to utter words which will 
miniſter Grace unto the Hearer's Soul : 
For that indeed is the trueſt and nobleſt 
Charity, which contributes to the per- 
tection of immortal Souls ; which pro- 
vokes you to give all diligence, to add 
to your Faith Yertue, and to Yertue 
Knowledge, and to Knowledge 7 empe- 
raxce, and to Temperance Patience, and 
to Patience Goalineſs, and to Godlineſs 
Brotherly Kindneſs, and to Brotherly 
Kindneſs Charity, Whence you Pa 
at 
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that that great and noble Apoſtle, who 
converted ſy many Countries to the 
Chriſtian Faith, judg'd Charity nor 
only to be greater than Faith, cr Hope, 
but thanall theſe tore-meniion'd V-r: 
tues : And juſtly too; for this Lace 
not only comprehends and advances all 
the other, but the more ſhe 1s <xer- 
ciſed, the more ſhe is enlar2'd un us: 
Every ſtep we go forward 1a her cx- 
tenſive Kingdom, diſcovers to us new 
Fields of Delight , Grace , and Joy. 
It ſhe abounds in us, we cannot be 
unfruitful in the Knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. A Mind cnrich'd 
and fortified with Charity, is a Palace 
which God, who is all Light and Pu- 
Tity, has claim'd for his fole Reſidence 
and therefore *tis {ſo ſtrongly immur'd 
and fenc'd, that all the ſpiteful Fiends 
of Darkneſs can never break it open, 
and enter into 1t, 

T HIS uſhers us into the Society 
and Communion of the holy Myriads 
of Angels, the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of the Firſt-born, and of the Spi- 
rits of juſt Men made perfecf, For how 

N 3 {hould 
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ſhould it fail of procuring us the e- 
fteem and love of glorious Beings» 
when it inſtructs vs 1n all the ſweeteſt 
Arts of Endearment, and to dive ſafe- 
ly into the Abyſs of heavenly Philoſo- 
phy ; and is continually edifying the 
Church of Chriſt; for that is the 
Rule, 7+ edifies; that's the Emplay- 
ment of Divine Charity, both ſtriving 
to enlarge the number and poliſh the 
goodly Stones of his Temple. 

T HIS rendreth all our other Gifts 
and Graces uſeful; for hereby not on- 
ly our Judgments are improv'd, but 
our own Lives : For how can a wick- 
ed Life edifie? And the more we ad- 
vance in the true Love of our ſelves, 
by improving our ſelves, the more we 
ſhall love our Neighbour ; for we are 
to love our Neighbour as our ſelves. 
Now we ought to love our ſelves ac- 
cording to our degrees of being like to 
God, tor that is the meaſure of Self- 
love: But ſince our being like to him, 
conſiſts in our progreſs in Holineſs ; 
the more holy we are, the more we 
ſhall be capacitated to love our Neigh- 

bour, 
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bour, and to do good to others by our 
Admonittions, Exhortcations, and other 
Exerciſes of Charity, And thus we 
ſhall be hoiſted up by Charity to love 
God for his own ſake, and our Neigh- 
bours and ſelves chiefly for God's 
ſake. 

3. FURTHER, Chriſtians, when 
met in Religious Societies, may very 
uſefully diſcourſe of the ſhortneſs of 
Humane Life, and the exaQneſs of the 
future Judgment : For by putting one 
another in mind, how the Righteous 
are taken away from the evil to come, 
and muſt be hid as well as others in the 
filent Grave till the Reſurrection, and 
conſidering that after Death comes Fudge 
ment, and that this Fudgment muZt firft 
begin with the Houſe of God, betore Go 
ye curſed is pronounced upon the Wick- 
edz they will thereby be incited to 
beſeech one another as Brethren, vy 
the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
our gathering together unto him, 2 Theſl. 
2.1. where emovweww, if we have any 
reſpe&t for the Connexion, muſt ſig- 
nifty the Congregation of the whole 

N 4 World, 
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World, when all Mankind ſhall be 
{ummon'd to appear before the Judp- 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, to give an ac- 
count for their Works done in the 
Body, whether good orbad. 

THIS Conlideration frequently 
entertain'd among Chriſtians , will 
oblige them to haye their Zoins girt a- 
bout, and their / amps burning, towatch 
and pray continually, expetting the Lord's 
returs from the T/Veading, to judge 
themſelves, that they may nor be judg'd 
the Lord; to confeſs their Sins un- 
ro one another, taking ſhame to them- 
ſelves, and direcling one another to a- 
void them for the future ; that (though 
the Wicked may deride them for their 
Simplicity and Care) they may be re- 
conciled to, and acquitted with Honour 
and Reſpe@, by that Ged who is faith- 
ful and juſt ta forgive us thoſe Sins, 
which we confeſs and forſake, when 
the Lord Hlimſclt ſhall deſcend from 
Heaven with the Trump of God, and 
we ſhall be ever with the Lord: W here. 
fore beloved Brethren ( as occaſion re- 
ures it ) comfort pne another with 
ele Words. BUT 
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BUT though theſe are the moſt 
proper Subjects of Diſcourſe ; yet, we 
would not have you confine your ſelyes 
ſo much to them, as to omit to dif- 
courſe of many other uſeful Heads; 
only. take care, that rather than run 
into 'idle Communications and vain 
Janglings, your Subje&t be praQtical, 
and that you may avoid a barren Si- 
lence, which is very improper in So- 
ciety. 

BUT fince it is Chriſtians Buſineſs 
not only to ſpeak, bur alſo to hear when 
they are met together, it will not be 
inconvenient to give ſome DireGtions 
for your fruitful hearing of good Dil- 
courſe, and by the way to forewarn you 
that you donot deſpiſe any good Coun- 
ſe! or Obſervation, becauſe it is not de- 
liver'd with a Grace, and dreſs d up in 
ſtudied Eloquence : Neither on the o- 
ther hand ſhould you cenſure any one, 
becauſe he is endued with a more hap- 


py Faculty of Expreſſion than others ; 


as if he ſpoke more for the ſake of e- 
recting his natural Parts, than for in- 
trufting his Brethren in the way of 

Godli- 
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Godlineſs ; for we ought not ſo much 
to ſcan upon the ſpeaker as upon what 
is ſpoke. And beſides, 'tis dangerous to 
judge the intentions of other men , for 
Chriſtians are commanded #9 judge no. 
thing before the Lord come , who will 
make manife#t the ſecrets of mens hearts, 
Again, you ſhould not judge what you 
hear to be unprofitable, becauſe you 
have heard it often before ; for the uſe 
of Religious Conferences in private, as 
well as of publick Preaching , doth 
not conſiſt in amufing your fancies with 
new Notions, bur in the working 
your affeQtions to like and approve of 
wholeſome Truths more and more, and 
in TOUZing your attention to thoſe Suh- 
jets which are deſpis'd as being trite, 
and well known by the meaneſt Chri- 
ſtians,but which are of the moſt weigh: 
ty nature, and which if they can be 
thought of often without operating 
more ſenſibly every time we hear 
them, to the improvement of our lives, 
will aggravate our guilt in the ſight of 
God; how would the heart of ſome 
well dilſpos'd Heathen leap at the hear- 
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ing of a Saviour, and a Holy Ghoſt, 
and a Heaven offer'd to him? therefore 
'tis a greater bleſſing becauſe all par- 
take of it in our Kingdom. 

W E all (praiſed be God) enjoy the 
light of the Sun, which all muft ac- 
knowledge to be one of Nature's grea- 
teſt benefits, and if we deſpiſe it be- 
cauſe 'tis common, let the joy of a pri- 
ſoner diſmiſsd from a dark Dungeon 
ſhame our ingratitude, and convince 
us that 'tis a greater bleſſing, becauſe 
tis fo common ; the cauſe is juſt ſo in 
Spiritual matters. The wiſdom of 
the world is fooliſhneſs with God,and he 
that can countenance his vices when he 
hears the laſt Judgment ſounded often 
in his Ears, becauſe 'tis a common pre- 
ſervative againſt ſin , detains his Soul 
in great danger. 

TO finiſh our advice to both Spea- 
ker and Hearers, we thus briefly with 
the Apoſtle caution you, to be ſwift to 
hear, but ſlow to ſpeak, for in the multi- 
tude of words there is ſin; and withall 
to be flow to wrath, and cenſoriouſnels, 
for the wrath of men norketh not the righ- 
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SECT. IV. 


Giving ſome Direions to all Members 
of Religions Societies, how to behave 
themſelyes when they are abſent from 
their Meetings, with the improvement 
of the whole Chapter. 


 / E have already ſurvey'd your 
Diſcipline, Religious Exerct 

ſes, and the propereſt methods of uſing 
them in Religious Societies ; now we 
proceed to conduct you out of your 
Meetings into the world, and to re- 
commend ſome Duties which are more 
peculiarly incumbent upon you as 
Members of ſuch Religious Societies, 
for all your pious Diſcourſes and Relti 
g10us Exerciſes, without a tenour of 
Chriſtian praiſe and uſefulneſs in the 
world, will appear but- as empty for- 
malitics and pretences in the judgment 
of God : and therefore not to trouble 
you with a repetition of thoſe Duties, 
and requulite pratices which are 1m- 
ply'd 1: what has been laid down be- 
fore, 
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fore, and ſuppoſing you not to be de- 
{eQive in them : We exhort you, 

i. To labour after the Converſion 
of others. Religious Societies ſprung 
firſt from this practice, and Chriſtian 
charity obliges you ſtill to continue it 
tor {1nce there are few Chriſtians who 
are not forc'd ſometimes by their Af- 
fairs to hold ſome correſpondence with 
the wicked.and ſince very oft a private 
Exhortation hath wrought more upon 
a wicked man than many excellent 
Diſcourſes deliver'd from the Pulpit in 
publick. And further ſince Members 
of Religious Societies are ſ{uppos'd , 
becauſe of their opportunities, {uffici- 
ently arm'd to keep thernſelves clean 
from the pollutions of the Age ; and 
therefore their Exemplary Lives will 
give the greater authority to their Per- 
{waſions, they ſhould not be afraid or 
aſham'd to rebuke Vice in an humble 
and meek manner ; ſince hereby per- 
haps they may convert many from the 
errors of their ways, ſave no ſmall num- 
ber of ſouls from death, and fo hide the 
multitude of their own miſcarriages : 


And 
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And we hope that the ſucceſs which 
many have found, will encuurage them 
to do likewiſe. And therefore we en- 
treat thoſe good Chriſtians who are of 
a competent Age and Prudence (which 
they may be without having any juſt 
temptation to be proud) not to ſtart 
back ſcornfully in an inſtant out of the 
company of the wicked, that they may 
try the experiment of their love on 
them; for they ought not to deſiſt, be- 
caule they find oppoſition, for ſuppo- 
ſing that with ten thouſand Exhortati- 
ons, they reſcue but one precious ſoul 
from {in and Satan ; yet by how much 
the more they have ſtriv'd to fave, fo 
much the brighter and more weighty 
{hall cheir Crowns of Glory be ; fince 
they can waſh their hands clean from 
the Blood of rhoſe who will deſtroy 
their own ſouls, how kindly ſoever 
they are diſſwaded from their follies. 
And beſides , if rheir good endeavours 
are wholly fruſtrated , yet they will 
manifeſt their zeal, honour their Pro- 
feſſion, check the current of their vain 
Diſcourſe, and get rid of their offenſive 
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company ; for bad men will fly the 
preſence of really good Chriſtians, as 
Bats and Owls do the light of the Sun, 
- [they will ſhew that they are not to be 
ſcar'd from exerciſing ſuch uſeful offi- 
ces by being call'd Pragmatical, for 
why ſhould a good Chriſtian be coun- 
ted a buſie body, for not ſuffering ſin 
upon his tellow Creature, rather than 
the wicked, who ſo commonly urge 
others to joyn with them in their hurt- 
tul practices ? 

2. I T behoves Members of Religi- 
ous Societies to carry themſelves cour- 
teous towards all men. The wicked 
and diſſolute are naturally inclin'd to 
form monſtrous Ideas of Religion in 
their minds ; hence it comes to pals, 
that they are apt to ſuſpect that a Re- 
Igious Life makes men moroſe in Con- 
verſation. Now the courteſie and affa- 
ble carriage of good Chriſtians is the 
moſt effectual way, which can be us'd 
to ab the error out of their minds. But 
though *tis expedient to do all kind Of- 
tices very readily to all men, yer, they 
ought in a more eſpecial manger to be 
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ready to miniſter to thoſe who are of the 
Family of Faith.Fellow Members of Re- 
ligious Societies ought not between 
their times of ineeting to look on one 
another at a diſtance,as ftureigners, and 
ſtrangers ; but they ſhould viſit one 
another frequently z their forwardneſs 
to aſſiſt one another in any turn of af- 
fairs, as far as they are able, will cre- 
dit Religion ; Chriſtans ſhould eſteem 
Chriſtians, becauſe they are the friends 
of God, friends to their Souls, Pilgrims, 
hated and deſpightfully us'd in the 
world ; they ſhould for that reaſon o- 
bey the Prophet who crieth, Comfort 
ye, comfort ye, my people, ſaith the Lord , 
but what can be a greater comfort to a 
diſconſolate Chriſtian, than the fre- 
quent converſation of thoſe who can 
conſult together with him, to walk in- 
offenſively, to bear reproaches patient- 
ly, to avoid all occaſions of ſin,to with- 
{ſtand thoſe temptations to which they 
are moſt obnoxious, and to cleave..to 
God and goodneſs ? They who inſtead 
of doing this, reveal the ſecrets of o- 
thers foals, paſſionately ſpeaking a- 
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gainſt and ſtaining the reputation of 
their Brethren,by which practices they 
wound Religion , ought to be ſharply 
blam'd. 

3. MEMBERS of Religious Soci- 
eties ought to remember one another 
in their private Prayers. For ſince *tis 
our duty to pray for the converſion of 
ſinners, much more ſurely for the per- 
ſeverance of Saints: Here by the way 
we may gather the uſefulneſs of com- 
municating Doubts and Grievances to 
- | one another ; for humble Chriſtians 
. | will judge others to be better than 
themſelves, and therefore that their 
Prayers are the more. prevalent , but 
'tis moſt uſeful to have thole things in- 
terceded for , which they want moſt, 
but how can that be done , unleſs they 
firſt impart their wants ? 

CHRISTIANS ought in like 
manner to give thanks for one another, 
for the mercies which they have re- 
ceiv d. 

THIS practice will 2ſure God thas 
your love is unfeign'd, and conſequent- 
ly he will incline the more propitious 
| () ears 
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ears to the Prayers which ye make to- 
gether. | 

4. WE adviſe you to refle& upon 
your carriage and improvement in 
your meetings, that you may ſee whe- 
ther ye receive the benefits, which as 
we have ſhewn may flow from fre- 
quenting Societies, and if you find your 
expectation anſwer'd, you may give 
the more hearty thanks to God; bur if 
the caſe is otherwiſe, you may ſearch 
and find ou: the impediments, and ac- 
cordingly endeavour to remove them 
by Repentance and Prayer. 

5. W E adviſe you to examine not 
only what uſeful Diſcourſe you have 
heard there, but whether ye have ſpoke 
any thing ſeaſonable, and to edificati- 
on. And that you may do your Bre- 
thren ſome good , you ſhould allow 
your felf ſome ſpare time to deliberate, 
and read ſome practical Leſſon of the 
New Teſtament privately, and pray 
to God that your heart may be en 
larg'd, and the door of utterance may 
be open'd to you, and that what you 
ſpeak may be as weighty, brief and 

affeti- 
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affectionate as you can porſibly con- 
trive. 

6. AND laſtly, with the Apoſtle St: 
Paul, we exhort you to ſee, that you 
walk circumſpettly, not as fools, but as 
wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the 
days are evil, Thoſe that are without 
pry with Dragons eyes into your be- 
haviour; they walk more by Example 
than by Rule, and will greedily ſnatch 
at any occaſion to fully che reputation 
of thoſe who profeſs greater ſtriftneſs 
of life than themſelves. And therefore 
ye ſhould be very ſtrict obſervers of 
the Lord's-day, never reſorting to Hou- 
ſes of publick Entertainment, unleſs 
urgent occaſions compell you, never 
ſitting up late at Gaming, eſpecially on 
thoſe Feſtival days which are ſeparated 
to the honour of our Saviour. In a 
word, you {ſhould keep always on the 
hither fide of your liberty , leaſt by 
tran{grefſing the ſmall point which 
terminates it, the 1mmoderate uſe 
therefore, prove an occaſion to the fleſh 1 
offend the wexk Brethren, and be a mat- 
ter of joy to the profane, and thoſe 
O 2 who 
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who live as it were without God in the 
worla. 

HAVING, as we hope, clearly 
enough reprelented the neceſſity and 
uſetulneſs, the tendency and Ditcipline 
of Religious Societies, as allo the qua- 
Iificarions and proper depvrtment of 
the Members of them, both 1n their 
Meetings , and at other runes, there 
car be nothing wanting but fincerity, 
zeal and impartiality to induce all 
Chriſtians, who have been averie to 
theſe undertakings, and tickled ſo 
hotly for a retir'd Vertue ; to be per- 
{waded at laſt, ſizce Nature and our 
Bleſſed Saviour, would have us be So- 
ciable in Religious Exerciſes, to joyn 
together with them, or at leaſt not 
Unchriſttanly to rail againſt them, 

AS alſo-we hope , thar thoſe Chr1- 
ſtians who have already engag'd 1n 
them, it they are oficaded with any 
diforders, will freely communicate it, 
before 1t gets too itrong a head to be 
remedied, that they may be regulated, 
or Elle they will never attain the great 
and properendcs ot their meeting toge- 
ther. THOSE 


Mn, Fam as, , FA ow ”. 


— 


- BS -- W- & 


—— b. 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 197 


THOSE of them who are dif- 

creet and well experienc'd Chriſtians 
may found and ered new Societies in 
their Neighbourhood : And when they 
attempt ſuch a great and Godlike work, 
they ſhould conſult fome Learn'd and 
Pious Miniſter of the Church of Zx- 
12nd, 
” THUS Pious and Prudent Gentle- 
men may find Ic1fure trequently 10 
meet together, as lome already in /9m- 
dou do, on purpole to animate one an- 
other to Charity and good works. 
Likewiſe Scholars and young Students 
who are big with the noble deſign of 
guiding Souls, {hou!d meet oft, and 
conſult together ; for certainly they 
ſtand in need of the greateſt aids and 
ſupplies of Knowledge and Courage, 
Zeal and Picty, Grace and Heevenly 
Preparations. 

ACCORDINGLY ſome young 
Members of one of our Univerlities 
meet together on the Lords-day, and 
otherFeſtivals in two different Socicties, 
to exhort one another to live very cir- 
cumſpetly, to improve and employ 
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their natural Gifts to the Glory of God 
the donor of them, by the ſtriQneſs of 
their manners, and their fitting them- 
ſelves, that they may zealouſly endea- 
vour to reclaim the wicked , and eſta- 
bliſh Men in the Ancient Faith and 
Chriſtian practice. This is a faithful re- 
lation, and which we can venture ſtea- 
dily to aſſert, for we receiv'd the [n- 
formation from very creditable hands : 
Indeed 'twas very joytul News to us, 
and ought to be ſuch ro all goud Chri- 
ſtians, for it ſhews thar there are ſome 
who will not ruſh headlong into the 
great office of the Miniſtry. And there- 
tore thoſe who have Unchriſttanly con: 
temn'd a Learn'd Clergy for the fake 
of a few, that are otherwiſe, ſhould 
encourage thole by their Prayers, who 
will, we have great reaſon to hope, 

rove Ornaments to the Church of 
England, and blot out former Scan- 
dals ; though indeed more have been 
taken to the detriment of Religion, 
than would have been, did our Laity 
conſider Caſes rightly. 


MAY 
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M A Y God grant that ſo ſelet a 
Progeny of the Univerſity may thrive, 
and proſper, may encreaſe in Divine 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, may be 
united together by Charity and Meek- 
neſs, and propagated more and more 
to the honour and joy of our Sox. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


Earneſtly exhorting all faithful Mem- 
bers of Religions Societies to Perſe- 


VETAMCE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


o H1S Treatiſe was chiefly writ- 
ten for your ſakes ; and though 

our Counſel may be ſeorn'd and reje- 
Qed by a wicked and cenſorious Ape, 
yet we truft that your Candor and 
Chriſtian Charity will prevail with 
you, not to trultrate the honeſt deſign 
of this ruſtick and plain Diſcourſe, for 
we freely acknowledge it to be ſuch 
our ambition was to write to you as 
Chriſtians, not as Orators and Philo- 
{ophers. And therefore we pray you 
ro ſuffer 4 little the word of Exhortation, 
Let brotherly love continne : They are 
St. Paul's own words ; without love 
and charity no deſign can flouriſh ; if 
@ Houſe or a Kingdom be divided 
againſt 


—_— 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 201 


—_ EE 


againſt it ſelf, it cannot ſtand. So ne1- 
ther can Chriſtian Societies ſtand , if 
there be Diviſions amongſt them. 
Hherefore, if there be any conſolation in 
Chriſt, if any comfort of love , if” any 
fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any bowels and 
mercies, fulfill ye our joy, that ye be like 
minded, having the ſame love, being of 
one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
aone through ſtrife, or vain plory, but in 
lowlineſs of mind, let each eſteem other 
better than themſelves. Look not every 
man 0n his own things, but every man 
alſo on the things of others, Oh! ma Ly 
Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied 
upon you from God our Father , and our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. And we carnelily 
pray, that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and in all judg- 
»ent, Oh ! do but conlider with your 
ſelves what pains and ſtruglings you 
were forcd to take before you could 
ſubdue your luſts , and reſiſt the temp- 
tations of the Devil , and a wicked 
world ; will you now after all your 
[weat and fatigue, flights of zeal, Faſts 
and long Devotions, after ſo many pe- 
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nitent tears , agonies and convulſions 
of ſpirit, when all theſe could ſcarcely 
bring you to a truly Chriſtian temper, 
will ye after ye have detected the dark 
intriegues and treachery of your pri. 
vate enemies, and diſhearten'd the al- 
faults of your publick ones , will ye we 
ſay after ye by ſuch a ſlow andlin- 
gring pace have been convinc'd and 
enlightned, and at length have arriv'd 
to taſte and ſavour by experience the 
{weetneſs of Heavenly pitts, deſiſt in 
the day of Battel ? Did you find your 
holy purpoſes made more brisk and 
puiſſant, by numbring your ſelves a- 
mong the Saints, and frequenting theſe 
Religious Societies ? Take heed thar 
you do not revolt from them. Shall all 
the members of thoſe Societies be ſa- 
ved ? We do not fay it; we know 
not : Shall all that deſiſt from them 
be damn'd? God forbid ; we dare not 
ſay it : we judge not. This neverthe- 
leſs we do ſay , That fince the good 
work was begun in you, and ſet for- 
ward by your entrance into, and con- 
tinuance 1n them , 'tis dangerous to let 

every 
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every ſight motive cut you oft from 
thoſe Societies, ſince God's Providence 
may have delign'd you to wait for the 
accompliſhment of it in them; why 
ſhould you when you have pur your 
hands to the Plough for the ſake of 
ſhame or earrhly good pluck it back a- 
gain ? None but he that holds out to 
the end ſhall be ſavd ; God hath no 
pleaſure in any ſoul which draws back ; 
no more than we have in ſalt which 
hath loft its ſavour, and is good for no- 

thing but to be caſt into the duoghill. 
TAKE heed therefore , Brethren, 
that your Reaſons be ſound and lawful, 
bat we are afraid that theirs are not 
who durſt not diſcloſe them. Tis ac- 
knowledg 6, that Parents and Maſters 
ought to be obey'd if they forbid you : 
Bur are all of you ſervants? are all 
under Parents, Tutors and Governors ? 
No, but who hath fer us over you ? 
Surely God,and God only 1s the Righ- 
teous Judge of the World: Brethren 
be not offended : We are jealous over 
you with a Godly jealoufie : There are 
many Reaſons which will acquit yout 
at 
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at the laſt; but there are far more, 
which though they may now cloak 
your Apoſtalie, will be baffled then by 
God and your naked Conſciences. 
BEWARE of the worſt, (viz) 
a carnal heart, and weariſomenels in 
well-doing; for if it gets the maſtery 
over you, your eternal Salvation lies 
ſtake ;tor then 'tis too maniteſt that you 
leave the Religious Societies , becauſe 
you have ſhook hands with God and 
Goodneſs. Bur if it is ſo, what will 
your former Righteouſneſs ſignihe ? 
hereby you do your ſelves more harm, 
and Religion more diſcredit , than 
thole who never were Religious at all : 
Be not deceiv'd, God is not to be mocked, 
what a 1743 ſows that (hall he alſo reap. A 
good God ſo highly provok'd will prove 
conſuming fire, a cruel and malicious 
Devil whom it coſt more trouble than 
ordinary to get you into his claws, 
will inſult over you more fiercely, his 
malignant train will mock you more de- 
ipightfully, jeer and teaze you when 
they ſee you thrown at laſt into the 
darkeſt Gaol of Hell with them; Conſci- 


CNCE 


_ — — ——  —— 
—_— 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 205 


— — 


—_} 


ence will do more than twinge, be in a 
paſſhon, when the humour takes it,and 
make you bluſh as ſhe doth now ; 
then ſhe will continually torture and 
domincer over you , her rage will, in- 
ſtead of commileration and pity, delay 
and forbearance , ſupply her with 
Whips and Scorpions ; that ſhe may 
be aveng'd upon you with a witneſs, 
for betraying her out of the Regions 
of Tranquility, into a ſtate of eternal 
reſtlelneſs and miſery. But though we 
thus (peak, we are perſwaded better things 
of you , and things that accompany Sal- 
vation, We truſt that you, who like 
Noh and his Family have built for 
your ſelves Arks of Sanctity and Re- 
fuge, will keep your Dove within 
choſe Walls; your innocence,we mean, 
till the flouds of iniquity are abated 
upon the face of the Earth ; you who, 
by your examples illurious in conjun- 
Etion conſpire to reinſtate Vertue and 
Religion in her Throne on Earth a- 
mongſt us ; and who like {ſo many 
pleading Abrahams , by the Unity and 
intereſt of your Prayers, $skrecen our 
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Sudom from the blaſts and heart of the 
Divine Vengeance. We already ſee 
with a Prophetick hope, ſuch a Divine 
flame kindled in your ſouls, that will 
ſuffer nothing to ſeparate you from 
the love of Chriſt, for we are verily 
perſwaded, that you will by watching 
with all perſeverance in prayer and thank{- 
giving, and inviolable fellowſhip with the 
Saints, be (0 eftabliſht, that neither death 
nw life, nor Angels, nor Principalittes, 
nor Powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor the height of proſpe- 
rity, nor the depth of adverſity, nor any 
other creatare ſhall be able to ſeparate 
you from the love of God which is in 
Chrift Feſus our Lord. Which love if it 
doth ſo abound ia you; the enlarged 
Kingdom of Chriſt, the immovable 
foundations of a tottering Church, the 
converſion of the wicked, the deſtru- 
ction of Hell's malice, the ſucceſsful 
arms of our Heroick Princes abroad, 
and the Dominion of Peace and Reli- 
gion at home, will be eternal Panegy- 
ricks of your Praiſes, and the indelible 
Monuments of your Honour and Bene- 

ficence, 


_—_— 


concerning Chriſtian Converſation. 207 


| ficence. Oh! ler ſuch ſubſtantial and 
Heavenly aims and proſpeQs, impreg- 
nare your breaſts with Heroick and 
| Godly courage; that you #2ay wot be 
ſoon ſhaken in mind , and your bearts 
may be eſtabliſht with grace ,, till Grace 
is {wallow'd up in Glory, when you 
ſhall take poſſeſſion of your inheri- 
tance, (viz.) a glorify d God, who is 
all in all ; his eternal reſt and joy 5 his 
Angels for your Convoys into Bliſs in 
the day of Judgment , who will take 
vengeance on thoſe who have dert- 
ded you, and ſeparate the Sheep from 
the Goats. Your own Cecnſciences , 
which will continvally warble forth 
notes of Joy and Thankfulneſs , 
Crowns and Sceprers of Glory im- 
marceſcible. in a word, an Eterni- 
ry, in which the whole Man, Spirir, 
Soul and Body , will be perteatly 
happy- 

THEREFORE, our b:loved 
Brethren, be ye ftedfaſt, immovavle, al- 
ways abounding iu the Hork of the Lord, 
for as much as you know thit your Labour 
is not in wain in the Lord. New the God 
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of Peace, and Father of Conſolation 
that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Feſus, the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the Bloud of the ever- 
laſting Covenant z *ſtabliſh, [trengthen, 
and make you perfect in every good HYork, 
working in you that which is well-pleaſing 
in his ſight, through Feſus Chriſt, to 
whem with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt be glory for ever and ever, Amen; 
and let all the Saiats ſay, Amen. 

GO on, and the Lord proſper you : 
We wiſh you good: luck in the Name 
of the Lord. 

BE of good Courage, for the Lord 
is with you. 

SINCE no good Work can thrive 
and proſper without God's Blefling , 
(for we may plant and water, but he 
mult give the encreaſe,we thought it) 
Tequifite to add a Form of Prayer, 
which was us'd in a Religious Society, 
and which we preferr'd before any 
other, becauſe it 1s the conciſeſt, and 
compiled for the moſt part out of the 
{Mtarey. 


BUT 
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BUT fince ſome may complain, be” 
cauſe there is no Petition which ſeems 
particularly to relate to the Societies ; 
we an{wer, That it is not ſo decent for 
them to ule any particular or excluſive 
Prayers together. And further, to 
ſupply that defect, we have ſubjoin'd 
to this Form a Private Prayer, fit to be 
uſed by any one who Gefigns to be ad- 
mitted, and another to be uſed at eve- 
ry Member's leiſure, in his Cloſer, for 
the Religious Societies after Admiſ- 
ſ10n. 
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FORM 


O F 


PRAYER 


Fit to be uſed in Reli- 


GIOUS SOCIETIES, 


— RC 


Before they begin, the Prelettor (all tan- 
ding) ſhall devoutly ſay this Collett. 


JREVENT us, O Lord, in all 
our Doings with thy moſt gra- 


cious Favour, and further us with thy 
continual Help, that in all our Works 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, 

we 
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we may glorihe thy holy Name, and 

finally by thy Mercy obrain everlaſting 

Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Chorus, Amen. 


Hhen they have finiſhed their other Ex- 
erciſe, they may uſe this Form : 


_ Prel#.) GOD i a righteous 
Judge, ſtrong and patient ; and God 
is provoked every day. If we fay that 
we have no ſin, we deceiye our ſelves; 
and the truth is not in us; but if we 
confeſs our ſins, God 1s faithful and 
Juſt to forgive us our fins,and to cleanſe 
us from all unrighteovuſneſs. 


- 


Then ſhall they all devoutly ſay this Con- 
feſſion after the Prelefor. 


ALMIGHTY and molt merci- 
ful Father, we acknowledge and be- 
wail our manifold Sins and Wicked- 
neſs, which we from time to time 
moſt grievouſly have committed, by 
thought, word, and deed againſt thy 
Divine Majeſty ; provoking moſt juft- 


2 7 


| alta 


212 FRAIERS. 


ly thy Wrath and Indignation againſt 
us: We do earneſtly deſire to repent, 
and to be heartily ſorry for theſe our 
Miſdoings ; the remembrance of them 
is grievous to us, the burthen of them 
is intolerable, Have mercy upon us, 
have mercy upon us , moſt merciful 
Father ; for thy Son, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt's fake, forgive us all that is paſt, 
and grant that we may ever hereafter 
ſerve and pleaſe thee in newnelſs of Life, 
to thy Honour and Glory, through Te- 
{us Chriſt our Lord. Amer. 


Then ſhall the Preteitor alone ſay this 
Prayer following. 


ALMIGHTY God, who hateſt 
nothing that thou haſt made, and doſt 
forgive the Sins of all them that are pe- 
nitent, create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we worthily lamen- 
ting our Sins, and acknowledging our 
Wretchednelſs, may obtain of thee, the 
God of all Mercy, pertec&t remiſſion and 
forgiveneſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amer. 


Then 


— 
— — 
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Then ſhall they all niſe, and repeat the 
Apoſtles Creed. * 


Prele.] | Believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of Hea- 
venand Earth. And in Jets Chriſt his 
only Son our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Vir- 
gin ary, ſuffered under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucihed, dead, and buried. 
He deſcended into Hell ; the third day 
he roſe again from the dead: He a- 
{cended into Heaven, and fitteth on the 
Right-hand of God the Father Almigh- 
ty ; from thence he (hall come to judge 
the quick and the dead. I believe 1n 
the Holy Ghoſt , the Holy Catholick 
Church, the Communion of Saints,Qi- 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins , the Reſurre 
on of the Body, and the Lite everlaſting. 
Amen. 
Chorus. We believe. 
Lord, help our Unbeliet. 
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All kneeling, the Prelettor ſhall ſay, 


O LORD our GoJ, who haſt gi- 
ven us Grace by the Confeſſion of a 
true Faith to acknowledge the Glory 
of the eternal Trinity, and 1n the 
Power of the Divine Majeſty to wor- 
ſhip the Unity, we beleech thee keep 
us Redfaſt in this Faith, and evermore 
defend us from all Adverſities, who 
Iiveſt and reigneft one God World 
without end. Amer. 


Zhen ſpall they all ſay the Ford's Prayer 
after the Preleftor. c 


UR Father, which art in Hea- 

ven ; hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in Earth, as it is in Heayen. Give us 
this day our daily Bread. And forgive 
us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us. 'And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us 
from eyil : For thine 1s the Kee, 

an 
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and the Power, and the Glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


Then ſhall the Preleitor ſay this Prayer. 


ALMIGHT Y God, who haft 
promiſed that when two or three are 
gathered together in. thy Name, thou 
wilt be in the midſt of them ; we hum- 
bly beſeech thee, that the glorious Ma- 
jelty of thee the Lord our God may 
ſhine upon us, to the proſpering of the 
weak but ſincere Endeavours of us thy 
unworthy Servants, and of all others 
in whoſe Hearts thou haſt put good De- 
fires ; that the ſame may be brought 
to good effett. There be many that 
ſay unto us, Who will ſhew us any 
good? O Lord, lift thou up the: light 
of thy Countenance upon us, and add 
unto thy Church daily ſuch as (hall be 
ſaved; let there never be wanting ſuch, 
as {hall neither be afraid or aſhamed to 
own and confeſs Chriſt crucified in the 
midftof a crooked and perverſeGenera« 
ti0n,enable us(we beſeech thee) thar are 
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here before thee, by thy Grace, to 
withſtand the Temptations of the 
World, the Fleth, and the Devil. O 
dire& our ſteps, by the comfortable 
aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirir, that we 
may walk harmleſs and unblamable 
in the ways of thy Commandments. 
Strengthen usthat 2re prone to relapſe, 
and furrounded with ſo many Snares: 
Uphold the. weak; raile up them that 
fall, and finally bcat down Saran under 
our feet. O Lord, give us the encreaſe 
of Faith, Hope , and Charity ; thar 
we may with pure Hearts and Minds 
follow thee, the only True G OD, 
chearfully and conſtantly ' during our 
Pilgrimage here, and erernally lee thee 
hercafter, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amer, 


Then ſhall follow this Gezeral Tnter- 


cel/ion. 


Ad- M1IGH TY God, whole King- 
dom is everlaſting, have mercy 
on the whole Church , and ſo diſpoſe 
ine Hearts of thy Servants King //- 
liam 
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liam and Queen ary, that they may 
ever ſeek thy Honour and Glory ; and 
grant to their whole Council, and to 
all in Authority under them, that they 
may truly and indifferently miniſter 
Juſticeto the ſuppreſling of thoſe Vices 
which rezgn among us, and to the re- 
viving of true Religion and Concord ; 
and grant that all the Biſhops and Cu- 
rates may be illuminated with the true 
Knowledge of thy Word , that by 
their holy Lives and found Doftrine, 
they may convert many to Righte- 
ouſnels. And to alli this People, grant 
thy heavenly Grace, that they may 
live in thy Faith and Fear, in Obe- 
dience to Authority, and in godly 
Love towards each other. Finally, we 
commend to thy Fatherly Goodneſs all 
that are afficted or diſtreſſed in Mind, 
Body, or Ettate: O Lord, relieve them 
according to their ſeveral Necefhries ; 
give them patience under their » uffe- 
rings, and a happy iſſue out of all their 
AfAictions ; all which we beg in the 
Name and Mediation of Jeſ.;s Chriſt 
our Saviour. Amen. 


Here 
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Here all ſtanding up, the Preleftor ſhall 
ſay, 


Prelett.] O Praiſe the Lord with me. 

Chorus. ] LE T us magaikte his 
Name together. 

Preleft.}] GLORY be to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghoſt : 

Chorus.) A'S it was in the begin- 
ning, is now, and ever ſhall be, World 
without end. Amen. 


Then ſhall they all ſay this Flymn that 
followeth, with a devout Yoice, after 
the Preleffor. 


T 1s very meet, right, and ovr 
8$ bounden Duty, that we ſhould at 
all times, zand in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Fa- 
thery Almighty , Everlaſting God. 

Therefore with Angels and Archan- 
geis, and with all the Company of 
Heaven, we laud and magnihie thy 
olorious Name, evermore oraiſing thee, 
and 
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and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are 
full of thy Glory. Glory be to thee, 
O Lord moſt High. Amen. | 


Thew all kneeling, the Preleftor ſhall 
ſay this Collett. 


Everlaſting God, who haſt or- 

dained and conſtituted the Ser- 
vices of Angels and Men in a wonder- 
fal Order z mercifully grant, that as 
thy holy Angels alway do thee Ser- 
vice in Heaven ; ſo by thy appoint- 
ment they may ſuccour and defend 
us on Earth, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


And this : 


T RANT, we beſecch thee, Al- 

( | mighty God, that the Words 
which we have heard this day with our 
outward Ears, may through thy Grace 
be ſo grafted inwardly in our Hearts, 
that they may bring forth in us the 
Fruit of good Living, to the Honour 
| and 
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and Praiſe of thy Name, through Je- 
{us Chrift our Lord. 


Then, 


Prele.1 THE Grace of our Lord 
Telus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be 
with us all evermore. Amer. 


IT 


A PRAYER compoſed for the 
Uſe of any Chriſtian, who deſigns 
to be admitted into a Religious 
SOCIETY, 


\ OST gracious God, I laud 
| /3 and magnitie thy Goodneſs, 
who alone workelt in Man both to will 
and to dy of thy good Pleaſure, and 
hiſt ar this time given me a ſenſe of 
my own V!eaeſs, and that Duty which 
I owe to the2: Go on ſtill, I beſeech 
thee, to direct my weak and unſtable 
zm2pt, that I may from my Heart 

jr Vo of thoſe Relipious Societies, 
ich, by thy good Providence, are 


CTIC- 


221T 


—c______ 


PRATERS. 


ere ted in our Kingdom, and all other 
things that are excellent. 

A N 3, oh! do thou enable me to 
ſet my Heart at liberty from all world- 
ly Vanities, thatI may run in the ways 
of thy Commandments, and boldly re- 
ſort into the Company of the Righte- 
ous , without fear or ſhame , cnte- 
Ting into the Council of thy Sa;nrs ».ith 
ſuch a reverend Preparation of Mind 
and Life, as neither to prove treache- 
rous to my own good Reſolutions, nor a 
{ſcandal to them, amongſt whom I now 
purpoſe to be numbred. To which 
end, I humbly implore the free pardon 
and remiſſion of all my Sins paſt, 
thy Grace to deliver me from the pow- 
er of them for the time to come, and 
the comfortable Aſliſtance of thy Holy 
Spirit, that | and all the Members of 
thoſe holy Societies, may, by our whol- 
ſome Labours of Love, perſevere in the 
ways of Truth and Godlineſs : And this 
I beg for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, in whoſe Name-and Words I fur- 
ther call upon thee : Our Father, &c. 


— 
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A Prayer fit to be uſed by any Member of 
4 Religious Society privately, 


R AISED and ever-celebrated 

be thy Goodneſs, O God, who 
dolt put good Deſires into the Minds 
of us thy humble Servants, and conde- 
{cendelt to take delight in all thoſe who 
call upon thee in ſincerity and truth. 

HEAR me, I beſeech thee, thy 
humble and unworthy Servant , who 
now delire thee to look down in mercy 
upon Chriſt's Holy Catholick Church, 
andeſpecially on thoſe of our Kingdom 
who have admitted themſelves into 
the Fellowſhip of Chriſtian Soczezzes. 

O do mage who haſt begun a good 
Work in us, ſhower down upon us 
the abundance of thy Grace and Holy 
Spirit; that we may walk worthy of 
that holy Name whereby we are called ; 
and may maniteſt, that we are part- of 
thy peculiar People, by our being zea- 
lous of Good works. 

PITY, O Lord, the many Defects 
and Frailties we labour under , 1n the 


Per- 
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perfarmance of ſacred Duties ; pity, 
O Lord, and pardon them. Pity and 
help us at thoſe times wherein we are 
ready to {ink under the weight of our 
inward Corruptions, the Buffetings of 
Satan, or the Reproaches and Conta- 
gion of the wicked Multitude. 

O LORD, of our ſelves we are 
blind and changeable, and ſubje to 
thy wrath; ſave, Lord, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's fake, or elſe we periſh: Never 
leave us, nor forſake us. 

PLENTIFULLY impart to us of 
thy Holy Spirit, that thro' a religious 
Dread of his glorious Preſence, our Un- 
derſtandings may be enliglitned, and 
our good Reſolutions well balanced, 
that all Errour, Prejudice, needleſs Jea- 
louſies, and Scrupulolity, carnal Pru- 
dence,unwarrantableZeal,and Thoughts 
of revolting may be banilh'd far from 
us. 

ENLARGE our Spirits with edify- 
ing Charity, that we may exerciſe 
brotherly Love without partality or 
diſimulation ; and not being puffed 
up with vain Knowledge and” Jang- 

lings, 


et 
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lings, may communicate heavenly 
W1ldom,and thereby miniſter Grace to 
one another, till after we have aboun- 
ded and ftedfaſtly abided in all Grace 
and Goodneſs, we may be fitted for, 
and inſtated in a ſhare of an Inheri- 
tance, with the happy Soetety of the 
Saints in Light : All which I beg' for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith, and Captain 
of our Salvation ; in whole Name and 
Words I further call upon thee: 


Our Father, &c. 


FINIS. 


